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Getting ready for Spring ‐ Overview
•
•
•
•
•
•

General activities
Trees and shrubs
Lawns
Perennials, grasses
Vegetable gardens – old and new
Questions?
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General activities
•
•
•
•

Planning
Soil test
Clean and sharpen tools
Order seeds, plants, other supplies

Trees and shrubs
• PRUNE
– to improve health of plant, shape of plant, flowering, etc.
– In general, best time to prune is during dormancy
– Try to get large tree pruning done (by professionals) before the worst of
winter – so Dec/Jan
– Remove dead, diseased, damaged or double‐crossed limbs (4 D’s)
– Prune summer flowering shrubs in late winter/early spring
– (Prune spring flowering shrubs immediately after flowering)
– Rejuvenation pruning – remove 1/3 oldest stems. Eg. Lilac, Forsythia
– Renovation pruning – cut down to 6”‐12” from ground. Eg. Abelia, Spirea,
Lilac, Rose‐of‐Sharon.

• Apply dormant oil
• Plant bareroot when dormant.

2

3/12/2015

Shrub pruning

Pruning ‐ Hydrangea
• Bloom on old wood – eg. Big leaf, lacecap, Oak
leaf. Prune after bloom. Rejuvenation pruning
in early spring.
• Bloom on new wood – Panicle, smooth, new
re‐blooming. Prune in early spring.
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Lawns (1)
• DON’T sign a contract for unnecessary
pesticide/fertilizer applications
• DON’T fertilize early
– Best time is in fall, or apply half strength organic
fertilizer in May after first flush of growth

• DON’T remove clippings
• DON’T cut wet grass

Lawns (2)
• DO set sprinklers to water deeply and
infrequently. Invest in a rain gauge.
• DO use corn gluten as a pre‐emergent
herbicide‐ when Forsythia blooms
• DO top dress with compost
• DO overseed, if you can’t wait until fall.
• DO be patient, if you’re transitioning to
organic‐ takes 3 years!
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Perennials (1)
• EARLY SPRING (Early March?)
– remove mulch from crowns, evergreen bough mulch.
– Reset frost‐heaved perennials

• MID SPRING (late March/April)
– Top‐dress beds with compost or organic fertilizer
– Aerate with pitchfork
– Cut back plants left for winter,
mow liriope, remove dead leaves
from evergreens.

Perennials (2)
• LATE SPRING(April/May)
– Divide/transplant.
– Plant
– Weed
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Vegetables (1)
• Soil test – lime must be added at least 3 weeks
before planting. pH meter.
• Plan your garden
– Easy veggies: Peas, beans, radishes, tomatoes,
peppers, cucumbers, summer squash like zucchini,
lettuce, herbs
– Crop rotation
– Succession, companion, and relay planting
– Grow vertical, tall to North

• Order seeds/plants

Vegetables ‐ seeds
• Seeds
– direct sow – peas, beans, lettuce,
– start indoors or buy transplants

• Choosing seeds‐ organic, non‐GMO, local,
heirloom, hybrid or Open Pollinated(F1 vs.OP)
• How to read catalog entry
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Sample seed listing

Vegetable seed ‐ sources
• Some local sources*:
– Hudson Valley Seed Library – seedlibrary.org
– High Mowing Organic seeds –
highmowingseeds.com
– Johnnys Selected seeds – johnnyseeds.com
– Fruition Seeds – fruitionseeds.com

* ‐ No endorsement implied
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New vegetable garden
• Container – great for starters, can be placed
anywhere, many varieties, limited use.
• Raised beds – need extra soil and compost
brought in. Can be expensive.
• Bed preparation – remove sod, rototill, add
amendments
• Designing access –width/material of
walkways, height of beds

Simple raised bed
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Not so simple…

New vegetable garden (2)
• Irrigation
– hand, sprinkler
– ☺ drip, soaker

• Deer (and other critters) protection
• Vertical supports
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Deer fence

Vertical Supports
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Existing vegetable garden
• Prepare beds in fall. Add cover crop. If not,
add compost, aerate and smooth as soon as
soil workable

Vegetables – sample schedule
• Outdoors:
–
–
–
–
–

Mar – Peas
April – Carrots, beets, radishes, lettuce, chard
May – Beans, Tomatoes/peppers, more April crops
June – Squash after peas, eggplant after radishes
July/Aug – Kale after beans

• Indoors
– Frost – 12 weeks – leeks, onions, celery
– Frost – 8 weeks – eggplants, tomatoes, peppers
– Frost‐ 4 weeks – brassicas, collards, etc.
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Questions
• ?

Handouts
• Rutgers Fact Sheets
– FS1221 – Pruning Flowering Shrubs
– FS866 ‐ Using horticultural oils
– FS055 ‐ Container gardening with vegetables
– FS129 ‐ Planning a vegetable garden
– FS681 ‐ Varieties for NJ home vegetable gardeners
– FS626 – fertilizing the home vegetable garden
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