
COUNCIL OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MONROE 

MINUTES 

AGENDA MEETING  -  FEBRUARY 27, 2012 

 
 

The Council of the Township of Monroe met in the Municipal Building, 1 Municipal Plaza, for an 
Agenda Meeting. 
 
The Agenda Meeting was Called to Order at 7:00 p.m. by Council President Gerald W. 
Tamburro with a Salute to the Flag. 
 
UPON ROLL CALL by Township Clerk, Sharon Doerfler, the following members of Council 
were present: Councilman Stephen Dalina, Councilwoman Leslie Koppel, Councilman Michael 
Leibowitz, Council Vice-President Henry L. Miller and Council President Gerald W. Tamburro. 
 
ALSO PRESENT for Council was:  Mayor Richard Pucci, Business Administrator Wayne 
Hamilton, Township Attorney Joel L. Shain and Township Engineer Ernest W. Feist. 
 
There were approximately ten (10) members of the Public present in the audience. 
 
Council President Tamburro requested the following SUNSHINE LAW be read into the record: 
 
In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, it is hereby announced and shall be entered 
into the Minutes of this meeting that adequate notice of this meeting has been provided by the 
following: 
 
1. Posted on January 6, 2012 on the Bulletin Board of the Office of the Township Clerk in 

the Municipal Building, 1 Municipal Plaza and remains posted at that location for public 
inspection; 

 
2. Printed in the HOME NEWS TRIBUNE and CRANBURY PRESS on January 6, 2012; 
 
3. Posted on January 6, 2012 on the Bulletin Boards within the Municipal Complex; 
 
4. Posted on the Monroe Township website; and 
 
5. Sent to those individuals who have requested personal notice. 
 
 
In accordance with Chapter 3, Section 17 of the Monroe Township Code, Public Comment shall 
be limited to five (5) minutes unless further time is granted by the Council Vice-President. 
 
The following PROCLAMATIONS of Mayor Richard Pucci were read into the record: 
 

YOUTH ART MONTH 
MARCH 2012 

 
READ ACROSS AMERICA 

MARCH 2, 2012 
 
 

Council President Tamburro read the following entitled ORDINANCES for SECOND READING 
at the MONDAY, March 5, 2012 Regular Council Meeting: 
 
a. ORDINANCE ACCEPTING DEEDS OF EASEMENT AND DEDICATION FROM 

ROBERT L. YOUNG, SR.   (Block 102, Lots 14.02 and 14.03) 
   
b. BOND ORDINANCE AMENDING BOND ORDINANCE NUMBER 12-2011-035 (WHICH 

PROVIDES FOR VARIOUS IMPROVEMENTS TO WELL NUMBERS 17 AND 19) 
HERETOFORE FINALLY ADOPTED BY THE TOWNSHIP COUNCIL OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF MONROE, IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, STATE OF NEW 
JERSEY, ON AUGUST 7, 2007, TO INCREASE THE APPROPRIATION FOR ITEMS 
OF EXPENSE LISTED IN AND PERMITTED UNDER N.J.S.A. 40A:2-20 BY 
$1,000,000. 
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c. ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 39 OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF 

MONROE ENTITLED, “FEES”. 
 
 
Council President Tamburro read the following entitled ORDINANCE for INTRODUCTION at 
the MONDAY, March 5, 2012 Regular Council Meeting: 
 
a. REFUNDING BOND ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MONROE, IN THE 

COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE “TOWNSHIP”) 
PROVIDING FOR (i)  THE REFUNDING OF CERTAIN OUTSTANDING REVENUE 
REFUNDING BONDS, SERIES 2001 AND GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 
2003 OF THE TOWNSHIP TO PROVIDE DEBT SERVICE SAVINGS, AND (iii)  
AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF NOT TO EXCEED $9,500,000 AGGREGATE 
PRINCIPAL AMOUNT OF GENERAL OBLIGATION REFUNDING BONDS OF THE 
TOWNSHIP TO EFFECT SUCH REFUNDING AND APPROPRIATING THE 
PROCEEDS THEREFOR. 

 
 
Council President Tamburro requested the following entitled RESOLUTIONS for 
CONSIDERATION at the MONDAY, March 5, 2012 Regular Council Meeting, be reviewed by 
the Members of Council and advised he will address any questions: 
 
a. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF A CONTRACT TO GANNETT FLEMING, 

INC. FOR GENERAL SEWER ENGINEERING SERVICES FOR THE MONROE 
TOWNSHIP UTILITY DEPARTMENT (“M.T.U.D.”). 

 
b. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF CASH MAINTENANCE GUARANTEE 

POSTED WITH THE MONROE TOWNSHIP UTILITY DEPARTMENT (“M.T.U.D.”) 
FOR HOWELL 184/32 LLC, W&S 1064, BLK 69, LOT 15.02 PB#1073-09. 

 
c. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PAYMENT OF ADDITIONAL FEES TO SHAIN, 

SCHAFFER & RAFANELLO, P.C. RELATED TO REPRESENTATION OF THE 
TOWNSHIP IN THE MATTER OF GARVEY et als v. TOWNSHIP OF MONROE. 

 
d. RESOLUTION ENDORSING THE 2012 PROJECT PROPOSALS AS RECOMMENDED 

BY THE HOUSING AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT CITIZENS ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE. 

 
e. RESOLUTION REFUNDING AFFORDABLE HOUSING DEVELOPER’S FEE TO 

JOSEPH BUDREWICZ FOR BLOCK 31, LOT 13.02. 
 
f. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF CASH MAINTENANCE GUARANTEES 

POSTED WITH THE MONROE TOWNSHIP UTILITY DEPARTMENT (“M.T.U.D.”) 
FOR W&S 940, RDC FORSGATE PARTNERS, LLC, (FORSGATE SWIM CLUB) PB# 
903-04. 

 
g. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF CASH MAINTENANCE GUARANTEES 

POSTED WITH THE MONROE TOWNSHIP UTILITY DEPARTMENT (“M.T.U.D.”) 
FOR W 771, - RENAISSANCE @ CRANBURY CROSSINGS, OFF-SITE IRRIGATION 
WELL #5 & WELL # 17. 

 
h. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEES 

POSTED WITH THE MONROE TOWNSHIP UTILITY DEPARTMENT (“M.T.U.D.”) 
FOR W 771.2, RENAISSANCE @ CRANBURY CROSSINGS, PHASE 2 WATER. 

 
i. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING RELEASE OF CASH MAINTENANCE GUARANTEE 

POSTED WITH THE MONROE TOWNSHIP UTILITY DEPARTMENT (“M.T.U.D.”)  
FOR W&S 840, BLOCK 71, LOTS 1 & 2 & BLOCK 74, LOTS 20-23. 

 
j. RESOLUTION AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. R-2-2012-067 REGARDING THE 

REFUNDING OF TAX OVERPAYMENTS. 
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k. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE APPROVAL OF CHANGE ORDER R-3 

SUBMITTED BY ARCO CONSTRUCTION GROUP, INC. FOR ADDITIONAL WORKED 
PERFORMED IN CONNECTION WITH THE CONSTRUCITON OF THE MONROE 
TOWNSHIP SENIOR/TRANSPORTATION FACILITY. 

 
l. RESOLUTION APPROVING THE EXTENSION OF THE INTRODUCTION AND 

APPROVAL OF THE MONROE TOWNSHIP 2012 ANNUAL BUDGET TO APRIL 2, 
2012. 

 
m. RESOLUTION REFUNDING THIRD PARTY TAX LIEN PAYMENTS. 
 
n. RESOLUTION REFUNDING TAX OVERPAYMENTS. 
 
o. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF CONTRACT NO. 395, “LIGHTING AND 

VENTILATION AT P.S. #1” TO LIBERTY CONSTRUCTION & DEVELOPING, INC. 
FOR THE MONROE TOWNSHIP UTILITY DEPARTMENT (“M.T.U.D.”). 

 
p. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING PURCHASE OF VEHICLES UNDER THE STATE OF 

NEW JERSEY COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM FOR THE DEPARTMENT 
OF PUBLIC WORKS. 

 
q. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AN EXTENSION OF CONTRACT FOR MONROE 

TOWNSHIP 2012 HVAC MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR SERVICES. 
 
r. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AWARD OF BID FOR MONROE TOWNSHIP TREE 

REMOVAL AND PRUNING. 
 
s. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING MODIFICATION TO THE CALCULATION OF THE TAX 

COLLECTION RATE. 
 
t. RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MONROE, IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, 

STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE “TOWNSHIP”)  (i)  AUTHORIZING THE MAKING OF 
AN APPLICATION TO THE LOCAL FINANCE BOARD PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A. 
40A:2-51 ET SEQ. FOR APPROVAL TO ISSUE GENERAL OBLIGATION 
REFUNDING BONDS TO REFUND ALL OR A PORTION OF CERTAIN REVENUE 
BONDS, SERIES 2001 AND GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS, SERIES 2003 AND (ii) 
SEEKING THE LOCAL FINANCE BOARD’S PRIOR APPROVAL OF SUCH 
REFINANCING AND CONSENT TO BE ENDORSED UPON A REFUNDING BOND 
ORDINANCE IN CONNECTION THEREWITH. 

 
u. RESOLUTION DETERMINING THE FORM AND OTHER DETAILS OF NOT 

EXCEEDING $4,900,000 GENERAL OBLIGATIONS BONDS, SERIES 2012, OF THE 
TOWNSHIP OF MONROE, IN THE COUNTY OF MIDDLESEX, NEW JERSEY, AND 
PROVIDING FOR THEIR SALE TO THE NEW JERSEY ENVIRONMENTAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE TRUST AND THE STATE OF NEW JERSEY PURSUANT TO 
THE STATE FISCAL YEAR (“SFY”) 2012 NEW JERSEY ENVIRONMENTAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE TRUST FINANCING PROGRAM. 

 
v. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF LOAN 

AGREEMENTS TO BE EXECUTED BY THE TOWNSHIP OF MONROE AND EACH 
OF THE NEW JERSEY ENVIRONMENTAL INFRASTRUCTURE TRUST AND THE 
STATE OF NEW JERSEY, ACTING BY AND THROUGH THE DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION, AND FURTHER AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION 
AND DELIVERY OF AN ESCROW AGREEMENT, ALL PURSUANT TO THE STATE 
FISCAL YEAR (“SFY”) 2012 NEW JERSEY ENVIRONMENTAL INFRASTRUCTURE 
TRUST FINANCING PROGRAM. 

 
w. RESOLUTION OF THE TOWNSHIP OF MONROE DECLARING ITS OFFICIAL 

INTENT TO REIMBURSE EXPENDITURES FOR PROJECT COSTS FROM THE 
PROCEEDS OF DEBT OBLIGATIONS IN CONNECTION WITH ITS PARTICIPATION 
IN THE STATE FISCAL YEAR (“SFY”) 2012 NEW JERSEY ENVIRONMENTAL 
INFRASTRUCTURE TRUST FINANCING PROGRAM. 
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x. RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING REDUCTION OF PERFORMANCE GUARANTEES 

POSTED WITH THE MTUD FOR W&S 771 AT RENAISSANCE AT CRANBURY 
CROSSINGS, WATER, SEWER & ON-SITE IRRIGATION, PB #880-03. 

 
There were no questions to address from Council. 
 
Mayor’s Report – Mayor Pucci congratulated Sal Profaci, Jr., a Freshman at the High School 
and son of the Township’s Zoning Officer, for winning the Regional Wrestling Championship. 
 
Administrator’s Report – Administrator Hamilton updated the Council on the status of the partial 
acquisitions involving road improvements at the Toll Bros. intersection of Spotswood-
Englishtown Rd. and Buckelew Ave/Route 522.  He advised there are ten different parcels 
involved.  One of the ten has been settled and one is likely to settle very shortly and the balance 
of the parcels may be headed to condemnation proceedings.  This does lengthen the process. 
 
Engineer’s Report – No Report. 
 
Council: 
 
Councilwoman Koppel – attended a Boy Scout event on Saturday on their “Arrow of Light 
Award” Ceremony.  Twenty-one awards were given. 
 
She questioned Engineer Feist regarding the status of the demolition of properties under the 
Flood Mitigation Program.  He advised the project is ready to go out to bid.  The bid document 
shows 11 properties to be demolished and one as an alternate. 
 
She then questioned the status of the light at the intersection of Perrineville Rd. & Union Valley 
Rd.  Council President Tamburro stated that the properties have been acquired but the County 
is in the process of re-designing the corner.  The State is also involved since they own one of 
the four corners as Open Space. 
 
Counilman Leibowitz – mentioned that the Shade Tree Commission will be publishing a new 
revised list of trees approved for use in the Township.  It will be put on the website as well. 
 
 Also, the speed limit signs are up on Schoolhouse Road. 
 
Councilman Dalina – mentioned that Monroe lost a great citizen and a good friend “Bill Allen”.  
He was a long-time member of the Township’s Zoning Board. 
 
Council Vice-President Miller – introduced John Katerba, the local Historian, who gave a report 
on the improvements at the Dey Farm.  The bid spec is being put together for improvements to 
the Dey Farmhouse/Schoolhouse.  It should be out within the next month or two.  The first to be 
restored will be the barn, the house and then the Schoolhouse.   
 
Councilman Miller also spoke about being the new liaison to the Office on Aging.  Over 600 
people have had their income taxes done last year through this office and this year they 
anticipate surpassing this amount by 100. 
 
Council President Tamburro – mentioned that March 2nd is “Read Across America”.  He stated 
that he will be reading at the “Learning Academy” in Monroe.  It is a very rewarding experience. 
 
Public: 
 
Gary Busman, 7 Monarch Rd. – as a member of the Parks & Recreation Advisory Board he 
thanked the Administrator and CFO for the work being done on the new “policy & procedures” 
for the Recreation Department.  
 
Charles Petretti, 4 Wingate Court, Concordia – Questioned Item #8.a. – MTUD General Sewer 
Engineering Services, asking the amount and what it entails.  Mr. Stoessler, MTUD, responded 
that the amount of the contract is $118,900 and it entails engineering services for design and 
construction inspection in the rebuilding of the Ashmall Avenue Pump Station. 
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Item #8.d. – Endorsement of 2012 project proposals by HCD.  He asked if there is a list 
available and Administrator Hamilton explained that there are three projects done every year.  It 
is a County Grant Program taking Federal Community Housing & Development dollars and 
distributing them to some of the towns in Middlesex County.  We have three programs – “A 
Friend in Need”, “Home Healthcare Assistance” and off-setting some of the cost of the Food 
Pantry to be constructed at the new Senior Center sight.  We will be getting 9.1% less this year 
than last year. 
 
Item #8.o. – MTUD Award of Contract No. 395 – Lighting & Ventilation at PS#1.  Mr. Petretti  
asked what it is and the amount.  Mr. Stoessler responded that the amount is $161,900 and it is 
for Pump Station No. 1 located on Applegarth Road. 
 
Item #8.r. – Award of Bid for Tree Removal & Pruning.  Administrator Hamilton explained that 
this is tied into our shade trees that are in the public right-of-way.  The estimated amount is 
$36,000 per year. 
 
Mr. Petretti then inquired about a question he had raised at a previous meeting regarding yellow 
tape on Union Valley Road.  Engineer Feist explained that it was placed there by the 
homeowner who is trying to keep people from driving onto the property. 
 
He next inquired about 45 Wyckoff Mills Rd. where there seems to be a lot of work taking place 
over the past year.  Engineer Feist explained that the Zoning Board approved a Use Variance 
on that property for a Meditation Center. 
 
He then questioned if the toxic site on the northeast quadrant (Matchaponix) of the town has 
been cleaned up.  Engineer Feist responded that with the exception of some small sites, there is 
nothing on-going at this moment.   
 
Tom Nothstein, 15 Nathaniel St. – Questioned Item #8.c. - Shain, Schaffer & Rafanello Payment 
asking the amount and the lawsuit.  Administrator Hamilton explained that it is an additional 
$15,000 for ongoing litigation by the Township Retiree’s regarding the change in medical 
benefits.  All documents have been filed and we are waiting on the decision. The total amount 
spent so far is $55,000. 
 
Item #8.k. - Change Order for the Senior Center, asking what it is and the amount.  
Administrator Hamilton responded that the amount is $50,752 and it is for additional wiring.  
 
Item #8.s. – Modification of the calculation of the tax collection rate, asking what it means, to 
which Administrator Hamilton explained the process. 
 
George Gunkelman, 5 Kelly Court -  asked about the agreement between the Township and 
Verizon-FIOS.  Both Council President Tamburro and Administrator Hamilton explained how the 
township does not have any control over which sections of town Verizon installs FIOS and that 
the utilities are control by the State Board of Public Utilities. 
 
Mr. Busman, Stonebridge – offered his comments on the situation with Verizon. 
 
Mr. Gunkelman further questioned Items 8.u., v. and y. on the Agenda - Environmental Funding. 
Administrator Hamilton explained that they are Resolutions needed to participate in the 
Environmental Funding Program, as deemed by the Township’s Bond Counsel.  
 
He then asked the status of the entrance for Monroe 33 Sports Complex.  Engineer Feist 
explained that they have made verbal contact and have sent a letter but have gotten no 
response back from the County. 
 
Michele Arminio, 9 Nathaniel St. – Questioned Item #6.a. – Accepting Deeds of Easement- 
Robert L. Young Sr. – Administrator Hamilton explained the purpose. 
 
Item #6.b. – Amending Bond Ordinance – Council President Tamburro explained that the Bond 
amount stays the same.  The change is in the Utility engineering cost amount. 
 
She then asked about the Budget Workshops and was told they are scheduled for Wednesday, 
April 11th & Thursday, April 12th at 6:30pm. 
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Item #8.j. - Refunding Tax Overpayments – Administrator Hamilton explained that this 
Resolution amends a Resolution that was acted upon last month.  Block 57, Lot 3.5 had to be 
pulled from the list. 
 
Item #8.m. – Refunding Tax Lien Payments, asking the amount.  Administrator Hamilton 
advised the total is $14,200 and involves six different properties. 
 
Item #8.n. - Refunding Tax Overpayments – Administrator Hamilton explained there are 78 
properties and most of the properties are homestead rebate properties totaling over $64,000. 
 
 
UPON MOTION made by Councilman Dalina and seconded by Councilwoman Koppel, the 
Agenda meeting was Adjourned at 7:45pm. 
ROLL CALL: Councilman Stephen Dalina      Aye 
  Councilwoman Leslie Koppel      Aye 
  Councilman Michael Leibowitz     Aye 
  Council Vice-President Henry L. Miller    Aye 
  Council President Gerald W. Tamburro    Aye 
 
 
 
 
                
         SHARON DOERFLER, Township Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
GERALD W. TAMBURRO, Council President 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Minutes were adopted on      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 


