
Just over a year ago,
Hurricane Irene devastated
Monroe Township, severely
damaging dozens of homes, and
causing 12 of those homes to be
deemed structurally unsafe for
occupants. 

“When I saw the damage
done to these homes, I told our
Business Administrator Wayne
Hamilton to do whatever he
could to help our residents,”
Mayor Richard Pucci said.
“With the Township Council’s
approval, we were able to use
our Open Space Trust Fund to
purchase and demolish 12
homes, converting residential
homes into open space.” 

For their work in expediting
the acquisition of the flood 

damaged homes, Monroe Town-
ship and Feist Engineering have
won the New Jersey Association
for Floodplain Management’s
Outstanding Floodplain
Management Award.  

The award is given annually
to recognize an outstanding
floodplain management pro-
gram, project or activity in the
state.  Monroe Township was
nominated for this award by a
township resident, not affected
by the flood, who works for the
New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection.    

“This is a great honor and I’d
like to thank everyone who
worked on the project to get res-
idents the help they needed,”
Mayor Pucci said. “We had sev-

eral different departments
working around the clock for
months to make sure the houses
were purchased quickly.”

Monroe Lauded for Purchasing Damaged Homes

Weeks after
Hurricane Sandy
blew through our
area, I want to
reflect on our local
response to this
unp re c ed en t e d
storm and its after-
math.  

Monroe Town-
ship has experi-
enced two such
storms in as many years; lessons
learned from Irene helped pre-
pare our Office of Emergency
Management for the impact of
Sandy.  

I attended emergency prepa-
ration and response meetings.
Council President Tamburro
and I participated in daily con-

ference calls with
state emergency
and utility officials.
At my direction,
multiple calls were
placed to the gated
community man-
agers via cell phone
before, during, and
after the storm
event to exchange
information on
storm preparation,

emergency response, and elec-
tric restoration.  

On October 29, I ordered the
Monroe Township Municipal
Building to remain open and
accessible to Township residents
24 hours a day.  This continued
through Wednesday, November
7. Nearly 3,000 residents visited

the building during this time for
warmth, charging and shelter.  

I am very proud of our emer-
gency service responders, public
works employees, and the town-
ship administration that worked
tirelessly to keep our residents
safe and get our roads open. I
am happy to report there were
no serious injuries or deaths
related to the storm.  

The Monroe Township 911
system handled approximately
7,600 calls over the nine days.
Our police responded to more
than 1,500 calls; EMS responded
to 303 calls; and firefighters
responded to 246 calls.
Additionally, hundreds of wel-
fare checks were conducted as
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Just some of the food collected in August by the Regency for
the Township Food Pantry. The Regency ran a food drive and col-
lected four SUVs full of food for the Monroe Township Food Pantry.

Our Response to Hurricane Sandy By Mayor Richard Pucci
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The memorial beneath
the flagpole at the joint
Firehouse and EMS sta-
tion on Halsey Reed
Road is more than just a
monument, it is an arti-
fact from one of the
greatest tragedies in the
United States. The cen-
terpiece is a piece of
steel from the World
Trade Center. 
“There have been

throughout our lifetime
events that have been
embedded in our memo-
ry,” Commissioner
Maurice Mahler said.
“Events that are so 
horrific and astounding
that you remember where
you were when you
heard of it or saw it:
Pearl Harbor, the
Kennedy assassination
and now, in our genera-
tion, Tuesday, September

11, 2001. We are here
today to continue to
remember all those that
lost their lives that day.”
The memorial was

unveiled on September
11 at a special ceremony
at the Halsey Reed Road
facility. The Memorial
contains a piece of steel
mounted on granite,
inscribed with the
Fireman’s Prayer. 
“This steel was the

frame of the building,”
Commissioner Mahler
said. “It surrounded our
friends, our families and
strangers who we didn’t
know; its strength was
supposed to protect
them. But how could
anyone be protected
from evil, an evil which
prevailed in the second
day of infamy that our
country has endured?”

Fire District 2 Unveils WTC Artifact

Firefighters from District 2 unveil the 9-1-1 Artifact
Memorial in front of the firehouse on Halsey Reed Road.

Continued on page 13
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A letter dated
November 3, 2012 was
recently sent by Governor
Chris Christie to property
owners in Monroe
Township. He claims that
he is turning Trenton
around with three bal-
anced budgets and takes
credit for responsible
management of State
government. It’s time to
set the facts straight. 
Let’s review the record 
of the Governor’s man-
agement of state govern-
ment and see just how it

has impacted Monroe
Township taxpayers:

TAXES

The Governor states
he is proud of how he
has been “able to
increase state funding to
public schools to its 
highest level ever.” He
has not achieved this
goal – in fact, quite 
the opposite is true.
Monroe’s total cumula-
tive reduction in school
state aid as implemented
by Governor Christie is
$10,881,914 – directly

shifting this burden to
local property tax payers
here in Monroe
Township. 

HOMESTEAD
REBATES

Last year, 8,214
Monroe property tax-
payers were eligible to
receive Homestead
Rebates.  For the past 
3 years that Governor
Christie has been in
office, these rebate
amounts issued to our
residents have been
reduced approximately

$2,500 per taxpayer.

CREDIT RATINGS

Under Governor
Christie, New Jersey’s
bond credit rating has
been reduced by
Standard & Poor’s from
“AAA” to “AA negative
outlook”, while Monroe
Township received a
better bond credit rating
of “AA stable outlook”
this summer. 

MONROE 
TOWNSHIP BUDGET

Earlier this year,
Governor Christie
admitted that the state
made mistakes manag-
ing a $300,000,000 pro-
gram to help NJ resi-
dents in foreclosure stay
in their homes. And he’s
right about that; mis-
takes do happen. Here in
Monroe Township, a
mistake was made on
our 2012 Municipal
Budget. Simply put, the
levy cap was miscalcu-
lated. In addition, con-
trary to the Governor’s
letter, the Chief Financial
Officer stated that it was
his mistake and the
Mayor and Council do
not participate in the
levy cap calculation. The
State of New Jersey did-
n’t find the mistake dur-
ing their full review of
our Municipal Budget in
2011 and the error was
carried over into the 2012
budget process. This 
levy cap calculation has 
been corrected. Typically,
municipalities are per-
mitted to make adjust-

ments to tax bills at the
time of the adoption 
of the next municipal
budget. However, in this
case Governor Christie
demanded immediate
reissue of tax bills – but
at what cost? Despite our
requests for reasonable-
ness, the State insisted
Monroe Township pre-
pare and mail revised tax
bills now rather than
incorporating this credit
into the next bill cycle. 

WHAT DOES THE
REVISED TAX BILL
MEAN FOR YOU?

The adjustment to the
annual tax bill for the
average household in
Monroe Township is
$23.23, which equates
to $5.81 per quarter. 

Monroe Township
has a long, positive his-
tory of responsible
budgeting and financial
practices. We are a com-
munity with outstand-
ing housing stock,
exceptional schools, and
services that are second
to none. My administra-
tion is working hard to
maintain the high quali-
ty of life that you have
come to expect from
Monroe in the most cost
effective manner possi-
ble. I urge Governor
Christie to join me in
this fight by restoring
the aid that our taxpay-
ers and school children
so deserve. 

Mayor Pucci Responds to Governor Christie 

SCHOOL BUDGET GENERAL 
FUND STATE AID 

Cumulative LOSS Since 2009-2010 Budget is $10.8 Million

MUNICIPAL BUDGET STATE AID 
Cumulative LOSS since 2009 Budget is $1.7 Million
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There are now 822 
new residents in the
Manalapan Lake in
Thompson Park. State
Fish and Wildlife officials
transported the fish 
from Brainerd Lake in
Cranbury when its dam
broke in August. 
“The state didn’t know

what to do with the fish
but remembered all of the
work we had done to
improve the Manalapan
Lake,” Township DPW
Foreman Casey Florek
said. “This was an added
bonus for the ongoing
lake stocking project.” 
This happened just a

month after Fish and
Wildlife representatives
came out to the
Manalapan Lake and con-
ducted a fish netting.  
“Basically they count-

ed the fish in the lake and
were actually impressed
with the health of the
fish,” Mr. Florek said. 
The 822 fish include

crappies, bluegills, brown
and yellow bullheads,
large-mouth bass, chain
pickerels and golden
shiners.
The addition of these

fish halted the stocking of
fish from state-run hatch-
eries and was just the lat-
est in a two-year effort to
increase recreational use
of Lake Manapalan.  
“Word is spreading

about this project,”
Councilman Stephen
Dalina said. “Everyday,
more and more people are
out enjoying time around
the lake.” 
In early 2011, Boy

Scouts Troop 60, local vol-
unteers and State Fish

and Wildlife representa-
tives were working to
increase the fish popula-
tion in the Manalapan
Lake and increase recre-
ation at the lake.
The project began

when the County and
Township “mapped” the
lake. Representatives
from the NJ Division of
Fish and Wildlife and the
Township Department of
Public Works, along with
Shannon Cenci from the
Township Engineer’s
Office, used sonar equip-
ment to measure the
lake’s depth, which was
mostly between eight and
12 feet deep. 
Then, in August 2011,

more Fish and Wildlife
representatives came to
take oxygen readings of
Lake Manalapan and
determined the water had
enough oxygen to sustain
fish life. 

Once the state gave the
go-ahead, Troop 60 con-
structed more than 80 fish
habitats at the Depart-
ment of Public Works
garage, under the super-
vision of Supervisor DPW
Supervisors Casey Florek
and Robert Hode.  
The habitats were

made from brush collect-
ed by the Township 
DPW into wet concrete,
which was poured into
two-three gallon plastic
planters. The structures
dried for two days and
were then placed in 
two locations in the
Manalapan Lake - the first
in the northwest and
another to the southeast
portion of the lake.  
The volunteers have

also applied to be placed
on the state’s trout stock-
ing list, and, if approved,
Manalapan Lake could be
stocked with the species
by 2014.
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Fish Added to Lake Manalapan

One of the nearly 20 catfish that were also added to
the Manalapan Lake by state Fish and Wildlife represen-
tatives. These fish were added several weeks after the fish
from Brainerd Lake in Cranbury were brought to their new
home in Thompson Park.



Last year during
Hurricane Irene and
during the more recent
Hurricane Sandy, com-
munity officials through-
out Middlesex County
needed to be able to
communicate immedi-
ately with residents to
inform them of evacua-
tions, road closures, and
emergency shelter infor-
mation.

Monroe Township
and Middlesex County
have teamed up to keep
residents informed of
alerts and critical infor-
mation about emergen-
cies and community
events through the
“Middlesex County
Community Notification
System.”  

Through the system,
residents and business

owners who subscribe
receive information
about severe weather
alerts, boil water advi-
sories, health emergen-
cies, road closures, com-
munity events and pub-
lic works announce-
ments. This program
allows officials to target
specific areas of the
Township depending on
the situation through the

software’s Geographic
Information System
(GIS) technology.   

The System allows
for thousands of calls to
go out simultaneously
with a pre-recorded
message and keeps logs
of the notifications it
makes.  During
Hurricane Sandy, this
system made more than
150,000 calls to Monroe
Township residents.
Using this system allows
the Township to com-
municate important
information to residents
on a variety of different
platforms including
home phone, cell phone,
e-mail, and text. This is a
safe and secure method
to provide community
notifications. 

Residents and busi-

nesses can subscribe to
the program on the
Middlesex County web-
site www.co.middle-
sex.nj.us by clicking the
link on the bottom of the
home page. From there,
residents will be asked
to fill out information
including their name,
address, phone number,
and e-mail address.  All
information used to reg-
ister will be kept confi-
dential and will not be
shared with third par-
ties.  There is also a link
to the registration site on
the Monroe Township
website www.mon-
roetwp.com. 

Registration may be
done from any personal
computer. However,
because some of our res-
idents do not have

access to the Internet,
Monroe Township will
begin hosting communi-
ty wide registration
drives over the next sev-
eral months in the
Library, senior center,
community center, and
during township spon-
sored events.

Additionally, the
Township Office of
Emergency Manage-
ment launched a
Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/Mo
nroeOEM, which is
updated during times of
emergencies, such as
during Hurricane Sandy.
The site is available to
anyone with an Internet
connection; you do not
need a Facebook
account to access this
page. Updates to the site
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Community Wide Notification System Comes to Monroe
By Council President Gerald W. Tamburro, Chairman, Affordable Housing Board

Council President
Gerald W.  Tamburro

Octoberfest Honors the Spirit of Monroe
By Councilman Stephen Dalina

On October 21,
Monmouth Road in
front of the Monroe
Community Center was
closed to vehicle traffic,
but open for foot traffic.
More than 10,000 resi-
dents said “Happy 19th
birthday!” to the
Community Center at
the Township’s Annual
Octoberfest Celebration. 

The event started in
the Community Center,

where we thanked com-
munity volunteers –
Gina Palumbo, Xu
Cheng, Rich Billitz, Bob
Levinson and Linda and
Larry Ehrlich – for their
dedication to Monroe
Township. 

VFW Post 262 pre-
sented the colors for the
ceremony, topped off
with performances by
our Wolverine Cheer-
leaders and Monroe

Twirlers. 

This ceremony was
just the start to the 
day, which also featured 
vendors of all sorts,
including the Township
Library Bookmobile, the
Enviro-Mobile, Fire
Safety, Shade Tree
Commission, Office of
Senior Services, local
scout troops and so
many more. 

Octoberfest is a

reminder of our bold
community spirit in
Monroe. Bringing resi-
dents from throughout
the Township together
to give our 43-square-
mile municipality that
small-town feel.  It was
refreshing to see friends
and families walk down
Monmouth Road, laugh-
ing, eating food from
one of the many vendors
or maybe taking one of

the little ones on a 
pony ride. 

The annual celebra-
tion also gives more res-

Councilman 
Stephen Dalina

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 16
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The Township pur-
chased the homes at fair
market value and then
demolished the struc-
tures within a year of the
storm. 

“Monroe received no
funding from FEMA
(Federal Emergency
Management Agency) or
the State’s Blue Acres
program, but we used
local open space funds
to purchase the homes,”
Mr. Hamilton said. “We
intend to keep these

areas as undeveloped
green areas. The demoli-
tion company was able
keep several of the exist-
ing mature trees on the
sites, which makes them
look like established
open space.”

The Open Space Trust
Fund was authorized by
the voters and estab-
lished through a 2.5-cent
per $100 of assessed val-
uation Open Space Trust
Fund. The Township has
preserved more than

4,000 acres of open space
throughout the Town-
ship including green
undeveloped wood-
lands and highly uti-
lized parks. 

“We are dedicated to
preserving Open Space
in Monroe and more
importantly we are ded-
icated to doing whatev-
er we can to help resi-
dents, especially when
they need it the most,”
Mayor Pucci said. 

Monroe Lauded Continued from page 1

Girl Scout Troop 81863 from Monroe Township
(MOJASPHE) on its trip to Washington D.C. over the
summer where they toured the White House and
found the Juliette Gordon Low Stone while walking to
the tour. Low founded the Girl Scouts in 1912.

Photo credit: Deborah Pasucci

As the Township pre-
pares to open the new
Senior Center on Halsey
Reed Road, the current
facility is still bustling
with action. 

“We have more than
13,000 seniors registered
to use the center,” Office of
Senior Services Director
Bonnie Leibowitz said.
“And that is not counting
all of the families that we
help through the food
pantry and those that
come in to use the County
Surrogate satellite office.”

The current center, in
the lower-level of the
Municipal Building,
only has enough room
for one program to be
run at a time, and limits
the number of people
who can utilize the nec-
essary services the cen-
ter offers.

“More space means
we’ll be able to eliminate
some of our long wait

lists and we’ll be able to
run two or more pro-
grams at once, which
can’t really do in our
current location,” Ms.
Leibowitz said. “It also
means that we can offer
some privacy to the
many seniors we help
with through our many
social services pro-
grams.”

The Office of Senior
Services employs a social
worker, LPN, and two
certified SHIP counselors
to provide direct coun-
seling and referral assis-
tance, support for family
caregivers, Medicare
assistance, heating assis-
tance and other vital
assistance programs. 

In addition, the
Center’s social outreach
program is intended to
reach the homebound,
disabled and others in
need and get them in
touch with healthcare
professionals, hospitals,

assisted living facilities
and homecare
providers. 

“A main goal of the
Office of Senior Services
is to ensure our seniors
find the appropriate
service providers to
extend independent liv-
ing for as long as possi-
ble,” Ms. Leibowitz said.

The new Center will
be open to community
organizations in the
evenings on weekdays
and will also be the
rehearsal home for the
Mighty Oaks Players. 

“This is a community
building,” Mr. Hamilton
said. “The Senior Center
primarily operates until
4:30 p.m. during the
week. We will be making
the building available in
the evening to all com-
munity organizations.”  

There are also plans
to hold smaller Cultural
Arts Commission events

in the auditorium at the
Center. Details on sign-
ing up to use the Center
will be available soon.

Furthermore, the new
Senior Center will also
be home to the
Township Transport-
ation Division, which
provides shuttle bus
services to get Township
seniors and people with
disabilities to medical
and dental appoint-
ments, local grocery
stores and the Library.
The division also runs
four different bus routes

(open to all residents
regardless of age) to the
Freehold Raceway Mall
and Princeton. 

“The new Senior
Center was designed so
that it would not dupli-
cate services that exist in
the various clubhouses
at the active adult com-
munities,” Township
Business Administrator
Wayne Hamilton said.
“It is more than a place
to meet. It is a place for
seniors to get the help
they need.”  

New Senior Center More Than a Clubhouse

Work on the Senior Center on Halsey Reed Road is
nearing completion.
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The Old Ballgame Played at the Dey Farm
“The outlook wasn’t

brilliant for the Mudville
Nine that day,” Brad
“Brooklyn” Shaw,
President of the
Flemington Neshanock,
said as he launched into
a rousing rendition of
Ernest Thayer’s “Casey
at the Bat: A Ballad of
the Republic Sung in the
Year 1888,” at the
Historic Preservation
Commission sponsored
Vintage Baseball Game.   

The third-annual
doubleheader, held on
September 29 at the 40-
acre Dey Farm Historic
Site, was played
between the Flemington
Neshanock and the
Philadelphia Athletics.
They played the game
using rules, equipment
and uniforms from the
late 1800s. 

“We had more than

200 people at the game
that enjoyed a great day
at the scenic Dey Farm,”
Council Vice President
Henry Miller said. “We
were fortunate enough
to have great weather
for such a fantastic
event.” 

There are many dif-
ferences between how
baseball was played in
the 1800s and how it is
played in the 21st centu-
ry; notably that the play-
ers didn’t wear gloves
and the pitchers threw
underhand. Also, in the
first game of the event,
played with rules from
the early 1870s, players
could make a catch on
one bounce for an out. 

“We had a bunch of
Little Leaguers in atten-
dance that helped start
the game with the first
pitch, but we also sat

and watched the games
in amazement as the
players grabbed line
drives with their bare
hands,” Township
Historian John Katerba
said.

As the games were
played, Mr. Shaw and
other players spoke with
residents about the dif-
ferent rules and
explained how and why
the sport evolved over
the years. 

“The Historic
Commission loves host-
ing this game every
year,” Mr. Katerba said.
“The players are so great
with the spectators and
the Neshanock even let
one of our residents play
for them in the second
game.” 

During the game, the
Historic Commission
held tours of the

Historic Dey Farm
house. The house, which
dates back to the 1820s,
is also the Township
museum with many
Monroe artifacts, includ-
ing Native American
tools, books, hand-
blown bottles, pictures,
and historic deeds,
among many other
items that originated or
were found in Monroe
Township. 

“The farmhouse is

the centerpiece of the
Dey Farm, and, along
with the historic barns
and the England House,
gives residents a
glimpse into the rich his-
tory of Monroe
Township,” Council
Vice President Miller
said. “John Katerba and
the Historic Preserv-
ation Commission
should be commended
for the great job they do
to keep our past alive.” 

Captains of the Neshanock and Athletics determine who will bat first the old fash-
ioned way.



Chess Club
7:00 p.m., Thursdays,

January 3, 17.  For ages 8
& up. Children are invit-
ed to learn how to play
chess and meet other
kids who like to play.
January 3 session for
beginners; January 17
session for intermedi-
ate/advanced players.
Registration is required.    

Mother Goose Time
9:30 a.m. OR 11:30

a.m., Fridays, January 4,
11, 18, 25, February 1, 8.
Rhymes, music, and fun
for children ages 18-36
months and caregiver.
Registration not required. 

Sunday Afternoon Crafts
1:30-4:30 p.m. Sundays,

January 6, 13, 20, 27. All
ages. Stop by the
Children’s Department
and make a fun craft! No
registration required.

Becky’s Cozy Corner
7:00 p.m., Monday,

January 7. For ages 5 &
up. Sit and chat with
Becky while she demon-
strates a simple craft to
make. Registration not
required. 

Music with Pat McKinley
11:45 a.m., Tuesdays,

January 8, 15, 22, 29. A
musical program for
infants, toddlers and
preschoolers. Come sing,
dance and have fun!
Registration not required. 

Starlight Express
7:00 p.m., Tuesdays,

January 8, 15, 22, 29. For
ages 3-5. An alternative
to daytime storytime.
Registration not required. 

Arts & Crafts
10:00 a.m. OR 11:30

a.m., Wednesday, January
9 and Monday January
28. For all ages. Children
are invited to make a fun
craft! Space is limited and
available on a first come,
first served basis; please
take a number at the
Youth Services Desk
(numbers available 30
minutes prior to program
start). Registration is not
required.  

Book Nuts
7:00 p.m., Wednesday,

January 9. For children 
in 2nd grade. Read
Dinosaurs Before Dark
by Mary Pope Osborne
before attending and
then join us at the library
for activities and discus-
sion.  Light refreshments
will be served.  Copies of
this month’s selection 
are available at the
Circulation Desk.
Registration is required.    

Craft in a Bag
Library Hours, Thurs-

day, January 10 and
Monday, January 28. For
all ages. Stop by the
Youth Services Desk to
pick up a bag with all the
supplies for a fun craft.
While supplies last.
Registration not required. 

Scribble Art
11:00 a.m., Monday,

January 14. For ages 12-
36 months and caregiver.
An introduction to
crayons, paint and glue,
as well as a story and
rhymes! Parents and chil-
dren should plan to wear
comfortable clothing that
can get messy. Registra-
tion is required.   

Drop-in Jewelry
Workshop
1:30 - 4:30 p.m.,

Sundays, January 13, 20,
27. For ages 7 & up. Join
Lucia Fernandez as she
demonstrates how to
make jewelry! No regis-
tration required.

Bedtime Math
10:30 a.m., Wednes-

day, January 16. For ages
3-5. Learn while you
PLAY! Children will have
a hands-on opportunity
to become familiar with
basic math concepts
through games and song.
This program is intended
for children ages 3-5, but
caregivers and siblings
are welcomed. No regis-
tration required.

‘Tween Craft
7:00 p.m., Wednesday,

January 16. For ages 9-12.
Come to the Library and
do a cool craft! Registra-
tion is required.         

Preschool Storytime
10:30 a.m. and 1:30

p.m., Thursdays, January
17, 24, 31, February 14,
21, 28. Stories, music, and
fun for children ages 3-5.
Registration is required.         

Little Scientists
11:00 a.m., Tuesday,

January 29. For ages 3-5
and caregiver. An intro to
science through fun
hands-on activities and
stories. Registration is
required.    

Kids in the Kitchen
7:00 p.m., Wednesday,

January 30. For ages 6-8.
A hands on cooking pro-
gram for children ages 6-
8. Registration is required. 
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Spirit of Monroe
Continued from page 5

Library January Events for Children

idents a chance to see our Community Center.
Built in 1993 and expanded two years ago, the
center includes two full-size gyms, a fitness
center, auxiliary gym, two classrooms, meeting
rooms, outdoor roller-hockey rink and more.  

The Community Center is the hub for many
of our recreation sports, with more than 1,000
children participating in the basketball pro-
gram. Three hundred children are involved
with cheerleading and nearly 200 kids are
involved in the roller hockey programs. 

In addition, every weekday morning one of
the gyms is available for pickleball. There are
also open times for indoor volleyball, daily
open gym (call the center for times), as well as
a dodgeball tournament available with brack-
ets in all age groups, among many other sports.    

Furthermore, the center is also the meeting
place for many community groups such as Boy
Scouts, Girl Scouts, the Photography Club, the
Veterans of Foreign Wars, and many more. 

The Community Center is also very busy
throughout the year, offering babysitting class-
es, the Senior Lunch and Learn program, as
well as the annual Recreation Summer Camp,
Municipal Alliance Camp, and a host of spe-
cialty camps.  

Octoberfest gives us a chance to open the
doors to the center to more than just the folks
that use it regularly and let them see every-
thing the center has to offer.  For more informa-
tion about the Community Center, visit
www.monroerec.com or call (732) 723-5000. 

I would just like to thank everyone who
came out to Octoberfest, as well as Recreation
Director Tony Wilcenski and his staff for all of
their hard work in preparing and running
another successful event. 

Call, visit Youth Services, or go online to register beginning Tuesday,
December 18 at 9:30 a.m. 
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Tough Competition at Mayor’s Cup 2012  
As we close the door

on 2012, the Township
would like to thank
everyone who partici-
pated in the annual
Mayor’s Cup Tourn-
ament.  

“As Council Liaison
to the Recreation
Advisory Board, I
receive updates
throughout the tourna-
ment, and personally
got to see several of the
matches. It is always
exciting to see the active
adults competing in
such a myriad of sport-
ing events,” Councilman
Stephen Dalina said.
“The amazing part of
the tournament is
despite the competition
being a bit fierce among
the communities; there
is true sense of sports-
manship at the events
and a sense of cama-

raderie among the com-
petitors.”

The Mayor’s Cup
brings residents from all
of the communities
together, where they can
meet and compete as
one big Monroe family.
The tournament gives a
small-town feel to our
large community and
allows residents from
the various communities
to make new friends. 

The tournament
began in April and last-
ed until September with
seniors participating in 
a dozen events with 
all of the active adult
communities (Rossmoor,
Greenbriar, Concordia,
Clearbrook, the Ponds,
Renaissance at Monroe,
Renaissance at Cranbury
Crossing, Encore,
Regency and Stonebridge)

competing in at least one
of the events. 

The tournament cul-
minated in the winners
receiving engraved tro-
phies at the October 1
Township Council
Meeting. They will hold
onto the trophies for one
year, and then compete
again next year for their
right to retain them. 

Here are the Mayor’s
cup winners for 2012:

1. Men’s Bowling –
Regency

2. Women’s Bowling –
Encore

3. Women’s Golf –
Concordia

4. Men’s Golf – Regency

5. Women’s Tennis –
Greenbriar

6. Men’s Tennis – B
Division – Encore; A
Division – Stonebridge

7. Basketball – Encore

8. Duplicate Bridge –
Clearbrook

9. Table Tennis –
Division Winner –
Greenbriar; Champions
– Rossmoor

10. Pickleball – Regency

11. Shuffleboard –
Rossmoor

12. Bocce – Division
Winner – Concordia;
Champions –
Clearbrook

The Mayor’s Cup is
sponsored in part by 
the Gardens at Monroe
Rehabilitation Center,

which provides the win-
ners’ hats at each of the
events.

“Congratulations to
all of the winners and all
of the participants for
making the Mayor’s
Cup an extremely fun
annual event,”

Councilman Dalina said.
“And last, but not least,
Program Supervisors
Jay Brown, Al Carpenito
and Al Magliaro should
be commended for all of
their hard work in
organizing the Mayor’s
Cup.”

Program Supervisor Jay Brown presents the Mayor’s
Cup in Bocce to Clearbrook.

Councilwoman Leslie Koppel and Council President
Gerald Tamburro welcome participants to the Mayor’s Cup
shuffleboard Tournament.

SPECIALTIES

Internal/Family

Medicine

Endocrinology

Pain Management

Physical Therapy

Chiropractic

Registered Dietician

Orthopedics

Neurology

Acupuncture

Podiatry

Massage Therapy

Surgery

Gastroenterology

Diabetes Education

BY APPOINTMENT
WALK-INS WELCOME

732.845.2200
Design Center Plaza
345 Route 9, South
Manalapan, NJ

07728

Quality, Caring & Service For

All Your Family Medical Needs
Our facility is a  multi-specialty treatment center
with state-of-the-art diagnostic and therapeutic
equipment. Our well trained physicians and health
providers along with our patient, friendly staff are
ready to assist you in all your health care needs.

Our many services include:
Diagnostic Ultrasound  • EKG
Echocardiograms  • Halter Monitors
Physical Rehabilitation  • Bone Density Scans
Thyroid Biopsies  • Vascular Studies
Nerve Conduction Velocity  • Electromyography
Vestibular Testing  • Pulmonary Function
Lab Tests (On  Premises)
Flu, Pneumonia & Other Vaccinations
DOT & Immigration Physicals
Post Accident/Injury/Surgery Rehab

Major Insurance Plans, Medicare, Personal Injury &
Workman’s Compensation Accepted
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Monroe Goes Green at Third-Annual Fair   
More than 1,500 resi-

dents attended the
Third-Annual Green
Fair at the Oak Tree
School on October 6,
receiving eco-friendly
information, advice and
products by a number of
specialized vendors at
the Oak Tree School on
Applegarth Road.

“I would like to thank
everyone for taking
some time to visit the
fair,” Green Fair
Committee Chair-
woman Kathy Budge
said. “We had a great

turnout and fantastic
vendors to spread the
message of going green.
I also want to thank Stop
& Shop, Malouf
Chevy/Cadillac, Feist
Engineering and Ciro’s
Restaurant for sponsor-
ing the event.”

Stop & Shop had a
popular display at the
fair, showing its
Nature’s Promise line of
organic foods. Malouf
displayed the American-
made hybrid vehicle, the
Chevrolet Volt. 

Other vendors sold

household plants,
biodegradable and eco-
friendly cleaning prod-
ucts, natural soaps, solar
panels, and much more. 

“We had more variety
this year and new ven-
dors to add something a
little different to the
fair,” Ms. Budge said.
“New Jersey Clean
Energy was on hand,
selling environmentally-
friendly lighting prod-
ucts at discounted
prices.”

The Library kept the
kids busy at the fair,
with environmentally-
themed story times,
which included readings
of Dr. Seuss’ “The
Lorax,” puppet shows,
as well as arts and crafts. 

“The Library always
does a great job with
activities for kids, and
this year was no excep-
tion,” Ms. Budge said.
“They showed the kids
how to plant seedlings,
made some crafts with
duct tape and so much
more.”  

In addition, Farmer
Al’s, of Buckelew
Avenue, was at the fair
selling Jersey Fresh pro-
duce including corn
grown locally at its farm
in Monroe Township.
Fresh food for the fair
was prepared by
Taqueria Maria’s Deli of
Dayton Road. 

“These are small local
businesses that serve

our residents and it was
nice to have them at 
the fair,” Environmental
Commission Chairman
John Riggs said. 

Furthermore, the
DPW brought the
Enviro-Mobile, its
mobile environmentally
themed classroom, and
also arranged a
Shredding Truck, which
allowed attendees to
bring old documents to
be safely shredded and
then recycled. 

Another busy area for
the fair was the Oak Tree
School tours lead by
head custodian Kevin
McDermott.  The school
was designed to LEED
standards, with solar
panels and natural light
coming from 90 percent
of the building through
windows that are glazed
with high-efficiency
thermal Solarban glass. 

Also, a 50,000-gallon
underground gray water
system was installed

under the school to col-
lect and filter storm
water, so it can be used
for the school’s toilet
water.

“Residents got an up-
close and personal look
at one of the gems of
Monroe Township,” Mr.
Riggs said. “Because of
the solar panels, gray
water system and light
design, the building is
proof that going green
can keep energy and
water bills down, which
is especially nice consid-
ering this is a public
building.” 

Plans are already in
the works for next year’s
fair. 

“Every year you
come away with new
information from the
Green Fair that you can
put into everyday use to
not only help save the
earth but also help you
save some money,” Ms.
Budge said. 
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Children’s Librarian Becky Osowsky from library
does some art projects at the Green Fair, using duct tape.

Jimmy Galal of the DPW shows off the Township
Enviro-Mobile at the Green Fair.

Stop and Shop representatives share some of their
organic products with residents at the Green Fair at Oak
Tree School.
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Monroe Community Center Offering
Pickleball and So Much More
For a minimal annual

fee, Township residents
can have access to basket-
ball, pickleball, a state-of-
the-art fitness center and
so much more. 

“The Community
Center offers a wide-
range of activities for
people of all ages,”
Councilman Stephen
Dalina said. “At any
given time, there can be
a cheer practice, basket-
ball game or a street
hockey game.” 

One of the newest
additions to the center is
the Fitness Center, which
is equipped with resist-
ance weight training
machines and cardio
equipment, including
treadmills, stationary
bikes and elliptical
machines. 

“You can’t sign up for
any gym with this equip-
ment for what we are
charging - only $5 a
year,” Township
Business Administrator
Wayne Hamilton said. “It

may not be as big as pri-
vate gyms, but it offers a
lot for our residents.” 

One of the busiest
times at the center is
weekdays from 8 a.m. to
11 a.m., from September
to June, when pickleball
is played at the
Monmouth Road facility. 

“We run an open
pickleball session in the
mornings, and it is
always busy,” Program
Supervisor Jay Brown
said. “Pickleball is more
about finesse than about
strength or endurance.
The court is close to the
size of a paddle tennis
court and a special
Wiffleball is used with
paddles during game
play.”

Furthermore the
Community Center fea-
tures a covered outdoor
inline hockey rink, which
is home to the Township’s
Youth Hockey League
and so much more. 

“We run a successful
family hour and adult

open-hockey program in
the summer, and we’re
hoping to continue those
in the coming years,”
Program Supervisor Al
Magliaro said. “We also
hold an outdoor movie
night for residents in the
summer, offering a free
night out for families to
watch a movie together.” 

There are a lot of other
programs run out of the
center, such as youth and
men’s basketball leagues,
various fitness classes,
Recreation Summer
Camp, and Municipal
Alliance Camp. 

“Few buildings in
Monroe are as busy as
the Community Center,”
Councilman Dalina said.
“There is really some-
thing for everyone, from
children to seniors;
everyone can find some-
thing to do at the
Community Center.” 

For more information
visit www.monroe-
rec.com or call (732) 723-
5000.     

30 minute 
Powerplate Pro6

fitness training 

$25
5 for $100

One time use per person.
Expires 1/30/13 msm

$55.00 For a
One Hour 

Therapeutic Medical
Massage 

5 Massages for $260
(That’s just $52 a massage)

Expires 1/30/13 msm

Physical Therapy NOW AVAILABLE!

PIANO INSTRUCTION
with a personal touch

Masters degree from the Juilliard School
Beginner through advanced

Children and adults

Lynne Eckstein 
732-616-1136

Fishing Derby

Two youngsters
took reeled in
winners at the
Township’s annual
fishing derby.

The unveiling was
attended by many resi-
dents, as well as fire-
fighters from Fire
District #2, members of
the Monroe Township
Emergency Medical
Services, State Senator
Linda Greenstein,
Township Council Vice
President Henry Miller
and others.
The ceremony fea-

tured invocations by the

Rev. Edward Flanagan
and Rabbi Yehuda
Spritzer of the Chabad
House of Monroe
Township, speeches by
Commissioner Mahler
and Township Business
Administrator Wayne
Hamilton and the read-
ing of the Fireman’s
Prayer by Township
Health and Human
Relations Manager
William Gardener.

“This is a fitting trib-
ute, because of the num-
ber of emergency
responders that gave the
ultimate sacrifice on that
fateful day,” Mr.
Hamilton said. “The
firefighters, the EMTs,
the police
officers…there were so
many of them that ran
into those buildings to
save people and ulti-
mately lost their lives.” 

WTC Artifact Continued from page 2
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The Recreation Events Calendar will no longer be mailed out separately at
the beginning of  each year and will now be included in The Monroe News.
It will also be available online at www.monroetwp.com.

February 2013
Monroe Township Department of  Recreation
120 Monmouth Road • Monroe Twp. NJ, 08831
732-723-5000 • monroerec.com

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2

3 4
SENIOR LUNCH 
& LEARN 
Community Center,
10:30 AM-1:00 PM

5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12
MONROE TWP.
BASEBALL ASSOC.MTG
Community Center,
7:30 PM

13
MONROE TWP. 
SOFTBALL ASSOC. MTG
Community Center,
7:00 PM

14
MONROE WOLVERINES
MONTHLY MEETING
Community Center, 
7:30 PM

15 16

18
PRESIDENTS DAY

19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28

17

January 2013
Monroe Township Department of  Recreation
120 Monmouth Road • Monroe Twp. NJ, 08831
732-723-5000 • monroerec.com

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

2 3 4 5

6 7
SENIOR LUNCH 
& LEARN 
Community Center,
10:30 AM-1:00 PM

8
MONROE TWP.
BASEBALL ASSOC.MTG
Community Center,
7:30 PM

9
MONROE TWP. 
SOFTBALL ASSOC. MTG
Community Center,
7:00 PM

10
MONROE WOLVERINES
MONTHLY MEETING
Community Center, 
7:30 PM

11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

1
NEW YEAR’S DAY

20
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Recreation Calendar of  Events
The Recreation Events Calendar will no longer be mailed out separately at
the beginning of  each year and will now be included in The Monroe News.
It will also be available online at www.monroetwp.com.

March 2013
Monroe Township Department of  Recreation
120 Monmouth Road • Monroe Twp. NJ, 08831
732-723-5000 • monroerec.com

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2
FREE RABIES CLINIC 
DPW, 10:00 AM-
2:00 PM

3 4
SENIOR LUNCH 
& LEARN 
Community Center,
10:30 AM-1:00 PM

5 6 7 8 9

10
DAYLIGHT SAVINGS
TIME BEGINS

11 12
MONROE TWP.
BASEBALL ASSOC.MTG
Community Center,
7:30 PM

13
MONROE TWP. 
SOFTBALL ASSOC. MTG
Community Center,
7:00 PM

14
MONROE WOLVERINES
MONTHLY MEETING
Community Center, 
7:30 PM

15 16
EASTER EGG HUNT 
Daniel P. Ryan Field,
12:00 Noon

18 19 20 21
MONROE WOLVERINE
REGISTRATION, FOOTBALL
& CHEERLEADING
Community Center, 7:00 PM

22 23

24

31 EASTER

25
PASSOVER BEGINS
AT SUNDOWN

26 27 28 29 30

17
ST. PATRICK’S DAY



The Monroe News • Winter 2013

Around the Town

can also be viewed on cell phones or tablet
devices with data plans or Wi-Fi access. 

For residents who have cell phones without
Internet access, the OEM has added Nixle as
another mode of emergency communications.
Use your cell phone to text 08831 to 888777 and
your phone will receive text alerts that are sent
out by the OEM.  Standard messaging rates will
apply.  

The safety of our
residents is always
our top concern, and
the Township will
continue to pursue
additional methods
of communication to
keep our residents
informed, especially
in times of emer-
gency. 

Community Wide
Notification System 
Continued from page 5
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well as security and
medical services provid-
ed at our shelters.  

Last year, flooding
from Irene caused mil-
lions of dollars in dam-
ages to homes in
Monroe Township.  The
biggest challenges we
faced from Sandy were
the loss of power, phone,
cable, Internet, and lim-
ited cell phone service.  

Prior to the storm,
state officials and emer-
gency management pro-
fessionals were clear that
a storm of this magni-
tude would likely cause
power outages of 7-10
days or maybe even
longer. While this
seemed unthinkable at
the time, it was in reality
what we experienced in
New Jersey.  We live in a
rural, wooded communi-
ty with hundreds of

miles of utility wires on
thousands of poles.
Additionally, there are
residences in Monroe
Township who depend
on electricity to power
well and septic systems.
The wind was not kind to
our trees, which took
down countless poles,
wires, and transformers.
There was also critical
damage to the electric
substations that service
our area.  Power was
restored across the town-
ship in various stages.
Even after a secondary
storm setback on
November 7 , 99 percent
of Monroe Township was
restored by Saturday,
November 10.

Commun i c a t i o n s
were also impacted by
the storm. Monroe
Township began com-
municating with our
residents prior to the
storm event by utilizing
the Middlesex County
Notification System
(Reverse 911) to make
more than 74,000 phone
calls to our residents the
weekend before the hur-
ricane.  During the early
hours of the storm, we
made an additional
32,000 calls to residents
with another 42,000 calls
made after limited elec-
tric and phone service
was restored.  

We also utilized elec-
tronic means of commu-
nication to post updates
and information. This
was especially helpful to

those who did not have
electricity but had access
to smart phones and 
laptops. The Monroe
Township website post-
ed storm preparation
guides and began to
post updates as soon as
power was restored to
our computer server.
The Office of Emergency
Management estab-
lished a Facebook page,
which was viewed by
more than 2,900 users,
including many people
who live outside of
Monroe who needed to
keep tabs on the storm
impact because their
parents live here.  

I can understand the
frustration of Monroe
Township residents
because of the terrible
circumstances left after
Hurricane Sandy.  Many
residents have made
positive suggestions of
alternative communica-
tion methods that we
will review and evaluate.  

However, I am
pleased to hear so many
reports of neighbors
helping neighbors by
sharing meals, homes,
and generators.  Even
more heartwarming are
the stories of residents
who went out of their
way to check on the
wellbeing of their
friends and neighbors.
We certainly have much
to be thankful for this
holiday season. 

Our Response to Hurricane Sandy
Continued from page 1
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Proposed Legislation Could Reduce Property Tax Bills 
The Monroe Town-

ship Board of Education,
Mayor Richard Pucci and
the Township Council
are asking residents to
write to their elected
officials in support of a
State Senate Bill which
would increase state aid
to the school district.  

“This proposed legis-
lation (S-2307) would
provide the relief in the
form of additional State
Aid by eliminating the
State Aid Growth Limit
for school districts that
are in municipalities that
have a population com-
prised of greater than
one-third senior citizens
age 65 years or older
according to the most

recent federal decennial
census,” School District
Business Administrator
Michael Gorski said. 

The elimination of the
state aid growth limit
would provide much
needed property tax
relief to our senior com-
munity - the group in
our community most
negatively impacted as a
result of the disparity in
state aid.  

If the bill is passed, it
would increase future
state aid awards by $6.9
million based on the
2012-13 State Aid data,
which would reduce the
local tax levy, according
to Mr. Gorski. 

“We are asking resi-
dents to support our
efforts to reduce your
school taxes by writing
to any or all of your local
representatives,” Mr.
Gorski said. “If you 
prefer you may call the
representatives and urge
them to support Senate
Bill No. 2307.” 

Representatives 
to contact:

Governor Chris Christie
Address: Office of the
Governor: P.O. Box 001,
Trenton, NJ 08625
Phone: (609) 292-6000 

Chris Cerf,
Commissioner, New
Jersey Department 
of Education

Address: 100 River
View Plaza, P.O. Box
500, Trenton, NJ 08625
Phone Number:
(609) 292-4450

State Senate President
Stephen M. Sweeney
Address: 935 Kings
Highway, Suite 400,
West Deptford, NJ
08086; 
199 East Broadway, 
1st Floor, Suite G,
Salem, NJ 08079
Phone Number:
(856) 251-9801 (West
Deptford); (856) 339-
0808 (Salem)

Speaker of 
the Assembly 
Sheila Y. Oliver
Address: 15-33 Halsted
Street, Suite 202, East

Orange, NJ 07018
Phone Number:
(973) 395-1166

Senator Linda R.
Greenstein 
Address: 1249 South
River Rd., Suite 105,
Cranbury, NJ 08512
Phone: (609) 395-9911

Assemblyman 
Daniel R. Benson 
Address: 3691A
Nottingham Way,
Hamilton Square, NJ
08690
Phone: (609) 631-0198

Assemblyman 
Wayne P. DeAngelo 
Address: 4621A
Nottingham Way,
Hamilton, NJ 08690
Phone: (609) 631-7501

Recycling Grant Put to Good Use
Monroe Township

received a $130,078
Recycling Tonnage
Grant from the state
Department of Environ-
mental Protection. 

“Only South
Brunswick received
more money in
Middlesex County,”
Mayor Richard Pucci
said.  “This is a testa-
ment to our dedication
to recycling, and this
money will be used to
ensure we continue to
educate residents about
the importance of recy-
cling, and exactly what
they can recycle in
Monroe.”

The grant is given to
communities based on
how many tons of mate-
rials businesses and con-
tractors recycle properly.
The more tonnage
received, the more
money a community
receives. 

“We continue to work
closely with our busi-
nesses in an effort to
make sure they are recy-
cling more and more
materials every year,
and they comply by pro-
viding tonnage reports
to us every year,”
Department of Public
Works Superintendent
Wayne Horbatt said. “It
is a lot of leg work to get

all of the tonnage
reports, and we will con-
tinue to work with our
businesses to ensure
they are recycling prop-
erly and reporting it
properly.” 

The money from the
grant is used for various
recycling-based projects,
including placing recy-
cling containers in town-
ship buildings and
parks; hand-outs such as
green tote bags that limit
the use of plastic bags;
brochures for the Green
Fair, Country Fair and
Octoberfest; and also
holding special recy-
cling programs in the
schools. 

In addition, money
was also used to pur-
chase benches that were
placed in parks and at
township buildings. The
benches were made
from recycled materials
and also feature mes-
sages about recycling on
them. 

“We’ll run various
programs throughout
the communities and
schools,” Mr. Horbatt
said. “For example, we
had the Peppermint
Puppeteers perform
shows with a positive
message in the schools
to promote recycling
with our youngest resi-
dents.”

Last year, the
Township used a portion
of the grant to purchase
two trucks that are used
to pick up white goods
(large appliances such as
refrigerators and stoves)
throughout Monroe.  

“We are proud of our
recycling program, and
we will continue to
expand it,” Mayor Pucci
said. “Our DPW
Recycling Division
should be commended
for its continued efforts
to keep Monroe a green
and clean community.”   
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Steven E. Hornstein, DVM

• Past President of New Jersey
Veterinary Medical Association

• Member, International
Veterinary Academy of 
Pain Management

179 Prospect Plains Road, Monroe, NJ 08831
Call (609) 655-1717 for appointment

drsteve@monroevet.net
Visit our hospital website - www.monroevet.net

Providing top quality general medicine
and surgery for dogs, cats, and exotic pets

Digital x-rays with board certified radiologist review

Birds, rabbits, ferrets, pocket pets, and reptiles

Ultrasound performed by boarded specialists

General dentistry and dental x-rays

Pharmacy and prescription diets

Acute and chronic pain management

Cat boarding in cozy condos

Laser for pain and wound healing

Snow Events Procedures 
and Helpful Hints
Even though Monroe

Township had a mild
winter last year, one
thing we have all
learned from Hurricane
Sandy: weather is
unpredictable.

The Department of
Public Works wants to
remind residents to help
make snow shoveling
safer and easier for
everyone. 

“We are extremely
proud of how well our
employees maintain our
roads during snow
events,” said DPW
Superintendent Wayne
Horbatt. “We work in
shifts to keep the 114
miles of Township roads
clear and safe for travel.”

Middlesex County is
responsible for the 44
additional miles of
county roads in Monroe. 

The first roads to be
plowed in Monroe are
the through roads that
see the most traffic, and
then the side roads are
done so emergency
vehicles can make it to
residents’ homes.

“Prior to plowing we
put down a melting
agent, and then we
make a single pass
down the roads, so
emergency vehicles can
have access if needed,”
Mr. Horbatt said. 

The DPW crews are
instructed to plow from
curb to curb, and recom-

mend residents move
their vehicles off the
streets to make plowing
easier.  

The DPW has com-
piled a list of 10 helpful
hints for a snow event: 

1. Park as many cars
as possible in your
driveway when snow is
in the forecast. It makes
less snow you have to
remove from your drive-
way and it makes it eas-
ier to clear the roads
properly.

2. Please pull basket-
ball hoops off the road if
possible.

3. Please advise chil-
dren to keep off the
roads when plow trucks
are in the area.

4. Please advise chil-
dren to make “forts” in
your yard not by the
road side. This can be
very dangerous! 

5. Please, when driv-
ing, try to give the plow
trucks plenty of room.
Sometimes it is difficult
for the drivers to see and
the trucks can slide or
have to swerve to avoid
things.

6. When shoveling or
snow blowing, throwing
snow in the road is pro-
hibited.

7. Please try to keep
garbage and recycling
cans off the road. Snow
drifts can knock them
over without even
touching them with 

the plow.

8. Please shovel out
an area around fire
hydrants so our Fire
Dept can get to them in
case of an emergency.

9. If you have to fin-
ish shoveling your
driveway before the
road is completely
cleared, try to shovel a
flared out end (see
drawing). That way,
when the plow comes
again, it only puts a min-
imum amount of snow
back in your driveway. 

10. Give your plow
guy a smile or a wave;
they are working long
and hard hours to make
your streets safe.

“Our DPW staff
works vigorously dur-
ing snow events to
ensure our residents can
get to and from their
homes safely,” Mayor
Richard Pucci said.
“They should be com-
mended for keeping
Monroe safe for travel.”

Illustration provided by Joseph
Slomian of the Township
Department of Public Works

We offer Overnight Boarding, Dog Daycare and Pet Sitting
in people’s homes. Receive text or email updates on your pet.

732-939-0008
or Paradisepetsitters@gmail.com

150 Applegarth Road • Monroe, New Jersey 08831
Please visit our website for a full list of pricing and services at:

www.thePuppyParadise.com

“The Best Care When
Your are Not There”
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Around the Town

January 21: Chamber Music Series – Monroe
Township Library; Free – The Decalcified Ensemble
- String Trio and Woodwind Octet; 1 p.m. 

January 23: Carolynn Dorfman, along with one
dancer, explains the upcoming Legacy Project dance
program for the International Holocaust Remem-
brance - Monroe Township Library; Free – 1 p.m.  

January 13: Les Paul and Mary Ford Tribute – Tom
Doyle is an expert guitarist who played with the leg-
endary Les Paul for 45 years. He will discuss Les
Paul's innovations that forever changed the way
music was recorded. Doyle and his wife, Sandy
Cory, will perform a concert combining the beauti-
ful vocals and instrumentation of  the Les Paul and
Mary Ford legacy – Monroe Township Library; Free
– 1:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m. 

January 26: Carolyn Dorfman Dance Company
–The Legacy Project at the Richard P. Marasco
Center for the Performing Arts – 7 p.m.; General
Admission - $25; Patrons - $22; Students - Free

February 16: Westfield Symphony Orchestra at
the Richard P. Marasco Center for the Performing
Arts – 2 p.m.; Price T.B.D.

Performances, dates, time and prices subject to
change.

Visit www.MonroeTownshipCulturalArts.com
for updated information

Monroe Township 
Cultural Arts Commission

Coming Attractions
2012-2013 SeasonThe Township

Website, www.mon-
roetwp.com has seen
some significant
updates in recent
months to make more
information readily
accessible to residents. 

The most significant
change is the inclusion
of minutes of most local
public meetings, includ-
ing the Township
Council, Planning and
Zoning Boards and the
E n v i r o n m e n t a l
Commission. 

“We had been posting
the agendas for some
time and the inclusion of
the minutes has been a
work in progress,”
Township Business
Administrator Wayne
Hamilton said. “We
were looking for the
proper format to make
the appearance more
user-friendly, and we are
still making improve-
ments to make it look
nicer.” 

Also, the home page
has been updated to
include the most recent
Township News right on
the page as well as
advertisements for
upcoming events. 

“Again, we are still
tweaking the website to
make it more appealing
and easier to use,” Mr.

Hamilton said. “We
want to make sure that
residents can get the lat-
est news about Monroe
as soon as they log onto
the site.” 

In addition, residents
can make various pay-
ments online including
property taxes and
water and sewer pay-
ments.   

Furthermore, applica-
tions and forms such as
dog and cat licenses,
marriage licenses, Open
Public Records Act
requests, various
Planning, Zoning and
Construction Permits
and much more can be
found under the Forms,
Permits and Apps sec-
tion of the website. 

The calendar is also a
vital portion of the web-
site. From announcing
the latest Township
Council to other board
and commission meet-
ings, the calendar also
lists upcoming Cultural
Arts Commission,
Recreation Department,
Historic Commission
and other Township-
sponsored events.

The website is also
the place to go to see
what has happened in
town. The Photo Gallery
and Township Video
sections are updated

regularly to give resi-

dents a chance to see

what is going on in the

Township. 

“It is important to

keep people apprised of

what is going to happen

and what has happened

in Monroe,” Mr.

Hamilton said. “We

started adding pictures

of Township events a

few years ago, and now

we include videos of

these events, as well.” 

The Township Videos

section contains all of

the video content that is

available for Comcast

subscribers on Channel

28. For residents that do

not have Comcast, the

Township Website and

http://monroetv.peg-

central.com are the only

places to see these

videos. 

“Recaps of Township

events, Township Council

Regular Meetings, the

Mayor Pucci Show and

so much more are aired

on Channel 28 and

streamed on our web-

site,” Mr. Hamilton said.

“Also, the School

District airs its Board of

Education Meetings,

sporting events and

other programming.”

New Content Available 
at monroetwp.com 

Buy Back Program Nets 100
Pounds of Candy

Despite Hurricane Sandy and the Nor’easter
interfering with Halloween, Monroe Pediatric
Dentistry collected more than 100 pounds of
candy during its second-annual Halloween Candy
Buy Back program.

Congratulations to Oak Tree Elementary School
for donating the most. All collected candies and
money donations were sent to Operation Shoebox
New Jersey.  Founded in February 2005, it is an all-
volunteer grass roots organization dedicated to
collecting donated supplies and shipping care pack-
ages to U.S. troops based in Iraq, Afghanistan and
other Middle East countries. They are committed
to sending packages overseas as long as there is a
need.
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Orthodontics:
The beauty of  a healthy smile at any age.

Orthodontics for Children, Adolescents and Adults
• Complimentary Consultation
• Advanced state-of-the-art office and highly trained orthodontic team
• All new equipment and materials
• The most modern sterilization procedures available
• Digital x-rays and imaging allows you to see your treatment plan
• Invisalign certified - the new invisible braces
• Financing Available
• Weekend appointments available

609-409-1700 www.monroeorthollc.com
We are now located at… 
2 Centre Drive, Suite 300, Monroe Township, NJ 08831

Susan Leiva, DMD
Orthodontist

NJ Specialty Permit #3852

Lisa Sobel, DMD
Pediatric Dentistry Specialist
NJ Specialty Permit #5469
Diplomate of the American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

Excellence and experience in a fun, loving
and caring environment created specifically
for infants through adolescents!
• Cutting edge technology and sterilization
• Digital x-rays with up to 90% less radiation
• Parents welcome in treatment rooms
• Tooth-colored non-mercury fillings
• Will work with most insurance companies
• Weekend appointments available
• Emergency services available to our patients
• TV’s in treatment rooms

Please call us to schedule an appointment
18 Centre Drive, Suite 204, Monroe Township, NJ 08831

(609) 409-0499 • Find us on      acebook
www.monroepediatricdentistry.com

•


