
The Dey Farm historic site is
undergoing historic preservation
renovations with a $1 million
grant from Middlesex County. 

“It has been great to see the
work progress over the past few
months,” said Township
Historian John Katerba. “The
roof of the England House is
being replaced and the gutters
were hand-made to look identi-
cal to how buildings were made
back in the 1800s.”  

Work on the 40-acre Dey
Farm on Federal Road between
Applegarth and Perrineville
roads started in April with site
preparation. It continued in May
with the roof replacement and
gutter work on the England
House as well as the pouring of

the foundation for the Prospect
Plains Road One-Room
Schoolhouse, being erected on
the northwest corner of the site. 

“The circa 1850s Schoolhouse
was one of the original schools in
the Township and was formerly
the Township Municipal
Building, Courthouse and then
home to the Recreation
Department,” Mr. Katerba said.
“It will soon be the first building
folks will see as they travel
down Federal Road and
approach the farm.”

The schoolhouse has been
dismantled, numbered and
placed in storage and will be
rebuilt once the foundation work
is complete. Also, a walkway
will be built connecting the

schoolhouse with the Dey Farm
House and Barn. 

In addition, a major portion 
of the project will be the 
renovations of the timber-frame

Dey Farm Makes Even More History
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Township Historian John Katerba and Council President
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the England House’s roof at the Dey Farm Historic site on
Federal Road.
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Tomatoes, peppers and flowers
grew tall and plentiful during
the inaugural season at the
Monroe Township Community
Garden on Applegarth Road. 

“What a bountiful first sea-
son,” Council Vice President
Leslie Koppel said. “All of the 96
garden plots were rented and
thrived this season. We know
the excitement will grow over to
next year.” 

The brainchild of Mayor
Richard Pucci, the Township
Council, the Monroe Township
Environmental Commission and
a group of dedicated residents,
the 12-acre Community Garden,
which is the biggest in
Middlesex County, opened on

June 1 on the west side of
Applegarth Road, just south of
the Applegarth Volunteer Fire
Company. 

The Community Garden site
was donated to the Township
for open space by Todd Ochsner,
a life-long Township resident. In
addition to the Community
Garden, there are long-range
plans for the park that include 
a butterfly garden, children’s
park, environmental pavilion,
and a location for outdoor 
cultural events. 

“While the Township owns
the park, the garden is adminis-
tered by the Friends of the
Monroe Township Community

Continued on page 14

Friends of the Monroe
Township Community Garden
Treasurer Gary Busman fixes some
stakes at his plot at the Community
Garden.

It’s a Bumper Crop at the Community Garden  
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When Eagle Scout candidate Eric
Evans was looking for project ideas
and heard about the new Community
Garden on Applegarth Road, the
Monroe teen knew there would be a
need for a rain garden to help protect
the Millstone River, on the northern
border of the site. 

“As we were researching the land, it
became more of a wet meadow type of
rain garden,” said Eric, age 17. “The
meadow collects rain water and water
runoff from the road, cleans the toxins
in the water and helps prevent flood-
ing. It stores floodwaters, filters pollu-
tants, improves water quality and 
controls erosion.”

The 1,600-square-foot wet meadow
also creates a habitat for native birds
and pollinating insects such as bees
and butterflies, which helps pollina-
tion of the garden plots at the
Community Garden. 

While the extreme cold and heavy

snows last winter prevented work
from being done on the meadow, the
10-year Scout veteran was busy plan-
ning the project, visiting several local
nurseries and stores seeking donations
of plants, seeds and boulders to 
complete the project. 

Then, when the weather broke, Eric
reached out to his friends, family and
fellow scouts, for help installing the
meadow over the course of a May
weekend. 

“My family gave me a lot of sup-
port,” Eric said. “I enjoyed working on
the project because it is satisfying to
know that not only would people
enjoy it for years to come, but that 
it would also be helping our environ-
ment.” 

The MTHS senior said he plans on
attending Stockton University in
Galloway where he will study busi-
ness and then plans on joining the
Marines as an Officer.  

Eagle Scout Protects Millstone River

2730 ROUTE 130 –  CRANBURY,  NJ   08512-3149
Phone:  (609)  395-5599 x230 • Fax:  (609)  395-7091 • per r inebodyshop@gmai l . com

FREE DETAIL 
with any Customer Pay Collision 

Estimate/Repair over $500!
Coupon not to be combined with any other offer. Must present coupon at time of vehicle drop off. 

Coupon does not apply to prior purchases. Other restrictions may apply.  Offer includes Exterior Wash & Polish,
Interior Vacuum and Wipe Down, Glass and Wheel Cleaning with Tire Dressing.

10% OFF*
All Parts with any Customer Pay Collision 

Estimate/Repair over $500!
Coupon not to be combined with any other offer. Must present coupon at time of vehicle drop off. Coupon does not apply 

to prior purchases. Other restrictions may apply. *Offer is only valid for parts on Domestic and Asian model vehicles. 
European model vehicles will be given a 5% off discount on parts.

An Invitation to Quality and Peace of Mind
Sometimes without warning, the unpleasant task of dealing with the aftermath of an accident can be stressful and overwhelming, 

but that is where we can help!
At Perrine Auto Group we have a fully licensed and equipped Body Shop and Collision Repair facility within the dealership that can 
handle any of your repair and painting needs.  That’s right, any!  Whether you own a GM or any other manufacturer’s product we 

can repair it to pre-accident condition with genuine Original Equipment (OEM) parts from your vehicle’s manufacturer. 
So whether you are in need of a molding reattachment or major collision repair, come in and say hello to our Manager James Farrell 2nd
and ask for a FREE Repair Plan Estimate. James will sit down with you to discuss your options for repair and how to save you as much

money as possible, including free loaner vehicles and free pick up and drop off delivery service.  
We are so confident in our repairs that we give you a FREE Lifetime Warranty against workmanship. 

B O D Y  S H O P  &
C O L L I S I O N  R E PA I R

Continued on page 6
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In the two years since
moving to its new loca-
tion adjacent to the
Senior Center on Halsey
Reed Road, the Town-
ship Transportation
Division has seen more
residents using its free
shuttle services for 
non-emergency medical
appointments and in-
and-out-of-town desti-
nations more regularly. 

So far, in 2015, the
Transportation Division
has transported 12,285
passengers. Of those,
3,923 were on the 
non-emergency medical
buses, 2,259 were on the
out-of-town trips, 3,834
were on the Freehold
Route, 2,053 were on the
Princeton Route and 216
were on the In-Town
Shuttle.  

In 2014, the
Transportation Division
transported 24,757 total
passengers. Of those,
7,240 were on the 
non-emergency medical
buses, 4,730 were on the
many out-of-town trips,
4,261 were on the
Princeton Route, 7,941
were on the Freehold
Route, and 564 were on
the In-Town Shuttle.   

The medical buses
take seniors and resi-
dents with disabilities 
to doctors located in
Monroe, Jamesburg,
Cranbury, Plainsboro
and Princeton for non-
emergency appoint-
ments. There is a five

business day notice
required to book a seat
on the medical appoint-
ment bus. Trips to
Monroe and Jamesburg
based doctors run five
days a week; Cranbury
shuttles run on Friday
mornings; Plainsboro
and Princeton routes
run on the second and
fourth Thursday morn-
ing of each month, and
the Hightstown routes
run on the third Tuesday
morning of each month.  

The Division also 
has Out-of-Town routes
that pick up residents,
regardless of age, at
locations throughout the
Township and will bring
them to specific stops
including the Freehold
Raceway Mall, Centra-
State Medical Center,
East Windsor Town
Center (Multiplex
Cinemas, Shop-Rite),
Princeton Medical Center,
Palmer Square, and
other top destinations.  

In addition, residents
can use the In-Town
Shuttles on Tuesdays
and Thursdays to loca-
tions in the Concordia
Shopping Center, Town
Center, Apple Plaza and
downtown Jamesburg.
Residents in the adult
communities will be
picked up on the main
street in their communi-
ty. We will pick up
Monroe seniors that do
not live in an adult com-
munity curbside at their

private homes. Reser-
vations are required to
be made 24 hours in
advance. This service is
for errands only; grocery
shopping is on a sepa-
rate bus, which runs on
Mondays; registration is
required for that service.  

Furthermore, the
Transportation Division
runs special trips to var-
ious locations in the tri-
state area. These trips
often have registration
fees, and include excur-
sions to various malls,
museums and playhous-
es. This year, the trip to
the U.S. Naval Academy
in Annapolis was a
favorite among resi-
dents. 

Also, the Transport-
ation Division regularly
works with the Town-
ship Historian to pro-
vide a tour of Monroe
including many of the
important historical
locations throughout the
Township, such as the
Dey Farm on Federal
Road and Washington
Crossing on Prospect
Plains Road near the
intersection of Perrineville
Road. The ride provides
an in-depth look at the
Township that is espe-

Transportation
Division Keeps Rolling
By Mayor Richard Pucci

Mayor Richard Pucci

Continued on page 11
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In a move that will
save Monroe $700,000,
the Township will enter
into a shared services
agreement with East
Brunswick for access to
its radio communication
system, Master Core. 

“Our Police, EMS,
fire, DPW, Transport-
ation Division, Utilities
Department, Recreation
Department and School
District all use the
Township’s current sys-
tem, which is 20 years
old,” Township Business
Administrator Wayne

Hamilton said. “It is get-
ting harder to find parts
to repair the system and
the current system sup-
port level is described as
a ‘Best Effort,’ by the
provider, Motorola.” 

In addition, the
Township will make
upgrades to its own
equipment to ensure
compatibility with the
East Brunswick system.
The Township Council
budgeted $3 million for
the upgrades, which
include the purchase of
new radios, upgrades to

existing radios, installa-
tion of new consoles
(including a mobile con-
sole for remote opera-
tions), and training for
the proper use of the
new equipment. 

“Our system is an
analog system, and
when East Brunswick
upgraded its system a
few years ago, we lost
them as a back up,” Mr.
Hamilton said. “Now
we will have direct com-
munication with the
East Brunswick System,
and will expand our

radio coverage penetra-
tion.”

Through the shared
services agreement, the
Township will pay East
Brunswick $25,000 each
year for access to the
neighboring municipali-
ty’s communications,
Master Core.  

The upgrades to the
dual band radio system
will also give the
Township’s system the
ability to work with 
the NJ Interoperable
Communications System,

giving the Township
state-wide coverage,
and connectivity with
Middlesex County’s
radio system.

“Radio Communica-
tion is vital to our first
responders,” Mayor
Richard Pucci said. “The
new equipment and 
system upgrades will
bring our system into
the digital age and
ensure the protection of
communication for the
men and women serving
Monroe in emergency
situations.” 

Township to Share Radio Service with East Brunswick

Step Back in Time at the Dey Farm
The Monroe Town-

ship Historic Preserv-
ation Commission will
return the Dey Farm to
its 19th Century roots
with the annual free
Vintage Baseball Game
at noon on Saturday,
September 26. 

“Autumn at the Dey
Farm is always a treat,”
Township Historian
John Katerba said. “We
are very excited to 
have the Flemington
Neshanock and
Philadelphia Athletics
back for a vintage base-
ball double-header old-
time baseball game.
Once again, the teams
will play with rules from
the 1860s and 1870s.”

The players wear vin-
tage uniforms, use vin-
tage equipment and
speak in old-time lingo

to give the look, sight
and feel of a 19th
Century game.

“It is more than just a
ballgame,” Mr. Katerba
said. “It is a wonderful
day out for the family.
You can get an up-close
look at how the national
pastime began and see
how it has evolved over
the years.” 

During the games the
fielders don’t use
gloves, batters can
request where pitches
are thrown and the
umpire warns the batter
before calling strikes.
Spectators are encour-
aged to ask the players
questions during the
game, and the players
are always more than
willing to keep the
crowd abreast of the var-
ious rule changes. 

“The interaction is
always tremendous,”
Mr. Katerba said. “We
are usually lucky to
have a rousing rendition
of ‘Casey at the Bat’ and
‘Take Me Out to the
Ballgame’ performed
during the intermission.
So pack a picnic basket;
bring a lawn chair, blan-
ket, or sit on a hay bale,
relax and enjoy two
‘splendiferous’ matches
of vintage baseball.”

While you’re visiting,
tour the Dey Farmhouse
and grounds. Come learn
more about Monroe
Township’s history. 

The event is spon-
sored by the Monroe
Township Historic
Preservation Commis-
sion, and is free for all.
Parking is available on
Federal Road.

The Monroe Spark Soccer club earned $500 for
cleaning Mounts Mills Road between Buckelew Avenue
and Spotswood Englishtown Road. The clean-up was
funded through grant money obtained by the Township
Department of Public Works through NJ Clean
Communities. The grant money is earned by reporting
recycling tonnage in Monroe.  

Clean Communities



6 The Monroe News • Fal l 2015

Around the Town

Monroe: Proud to be an 
Award Winning Township By Council President Gerald W. Tamburro

It is always nice to be
recognized for our
achievements. 

Over the past few
months, the Township
has been honored by 
a national security com-
pany – ADTsecurity.com,
a private security 
company – SafeWise, a
private data analysis
company – Value Penguin,
and a financial con-
sumer reporting serv-
ice – NerdWallet. 

All of the reports
praised the Township’s
safety record, which
earned Monroe the 

designation as the 
23rd safest city in the
United States by
ADTsecurity.com, the
15th safest town in New
Jersey by SafeWise and
the 5th safest mid-sized
town by Value Penguin.
Monroe was most
recently recognized by
NerdWallet as the top
place in New Jersey for
first-time homebuyers. 

According to ADT,
the private security
company analyzed data
from the 2013 FBI
Uniform Crime Report
to assemble a list of the
25 safest cities in the

U.S.A.  Each city
receives an overall
Safety Score based on
the number of violent
crimes and property
crimes, weighted
accordingly and relative
to population.

Monroe Township
earned an overall safety
score of 91.3 with just
nine violent crimes and
.79 burglaries per 1,000
residents in 2013,
according to ADT’s
report. 

The latest NJ State
Police Uniform Crime
report showed that
Monroe Township has
the lowest crime rate
among the 25 munici-
palities in Middlesex
County. Monroe Town-
ship’s crime rate was 6.2
per 1,000 residents with
a total of 252 crimes in
2013, which is the latest
data available. 

The 2013 average
crime rate for all munic-
ipalities in Middlesex
County was 17.7 offens-
es per 1,000 people,
which is more than 
2.8 times greater than
Monroe Township’s
crime rate of 6.2. 

There are many fac-
tors involved to make a
safe community. In
Monroe, more than 50
percent of Township res-
idents live in gated
active adult communi-
ties, there is a low tax
rate and an outstanding
public school district.  

Safety, low property
taxes, excellent services
and more lead to
NerdWallet’s ranking of
Monroe as the number
one municipality in
New Jersey for first-time
home buyers. The report
touted the Township’s
high-level of services as
compared to its low
median property tax
rate compared to other
municipalities in the
state.

This report comes just
two years after the
Township was named
the number one commu-
nity for Empty Nesters
by New Jersey Monthly.
According to the story,
Monroe was chosen
because of its low taxes,
open space and superb
location in Central
Jersey, among other key
factors.   

We are proud of the

many services we pro-
vide, from our Library,
which sees about 1,200
people a day, the Senior
Center with its more
than 16,000 registered
members, and a
Community Center
which sees hundreds of
children and adults stop
in for open gym, roller
hockey, basketball, pick-
leball and table tennis
each day.

Being recognized
nationally for our safety
record is an honor that I
would like to share with
all of Monroe’s resi-
dents. Police Chief
Michael Lloyd and all of
the women and men of
the Monroe Township
Police Department
should be commended
for their hard work to
make Monroe a safe
place to live, raise a fam-
ily and retire.  

Council President
Gerald W.  Tamburro

Monroe Township first responders including Police,
EMS, Fire and DPW personnel were on hand to meet
face-to-face with residents at the annual National Night
Out event on Aug. 4 in Thompson Park. 

“I would like to thank
(Township Director of
Planning and Environ-
mental Protection) John
Riggs for the idea of the
wet meadow,” Eric said.

“I would also like to
thank those who made
donations like Tidbury
Creek Farms and
Nursery in Monroe,
Allegiance Landscaping

in Helmetta, Rare Find

Nurseries in Jackson

and all the scouts who

made donations.”

Eagle Scout Continued from page 2
Renee Dipierro, SRES®

REALTOR® Associate
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Sales Award
2006, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010, 2011, 2013, 2014

www.ReneeDipierro.com

Your
FULL time
Realtor®

ready to
help you
with all

your
Real Estate

Needs.

174 Prospect Plains Rd
Monroe Twp, NJ 08831
Office: 609-655-9222
Cell: 908-216-4892

Email: njrenee1@yahoo.com
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Flu shots, freecycling,
health screenings, a
shredding truck, envi-
ronmentally themed arts
and crafts and more will
be on display at the
sixth-annual Green Fair,
which will be held at the
Oak Tree School on
Applegarth Road on
October 3 from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m.

The Green Fair, 
co-sponsored by the
Environmental Commis-
sion and the Monroe
Township Public Library,
has more than 2,000 visi-
tors each year who get to
meet directly with ven-
dors and a wide array of
environmentally-friend-
ly organizations, com-
mittees and businesses.

“We are trying to

freshen the Green Fair
up a bit,” said Rajani
Karuturi, Co-Chair-
woman of the Green Fair
Committee. “We sought
new unique vendors to
help us spread the green
message with some new
faces this year.”

Ms. Karuturi, who is
co-chairing the event
with fellow Environ-
mental Commissioner
Karen Toth, said the
Green Fair Committee
eyed vendors that repre-
sent alternative energy
sources, hybrid vehicles,
healthy living, house-
hold and landscaping
plants, and other “green”
businesses. 

In addition, the
Monroe Township Public
Library will once again

host environmentally
themed story times,
puppet shows and arts
and crafts, and the
Monroe Township High
School Environmental
Club will host games for
children.

“Every year, the
Library hosts one of the
most interesting sections
of the fair,” Ms. Karuturi
said. “The puppet show,
story times and arts and
crafts really engage the
kids and help spread the
environmental mes-
sage.” 

Furthermore, Saint
Peter’s University
Hospital and CentraState
Hospital will be offering
free health screenings at
the fair. 

Sixth-Annual Green Fair 
Set for October 3

Summer is just coming to an end and as fall
approaches the Recreation Department is busy
planning its annual Octoberfest and Halloween
Parade celebrations. 

Scheduled to start at noon on Sunday, October
18, Octoberfest will commence with the annual
Community Volunteer Awards in the Community
Center gymnasium, located at 120 Monmouth Road. 

“It is a pleasure to honor folks that do so much
for our community,” Councilman Stephen Dalina
said. “There are so many great people that give
back to Monroe and what better way is there to
start a celebration than to publicly thank some of
our finest residents.” 

Following the awards, the free event will contin-
ue in the Community Center parking lot and on
Monmouth Road between Sheffield and Cornell
avenues. 

“There is a real block-party feel to
Octoberfest,” Recreation Superintendent Mary
Lange said. “Between the food, music, performanc-
es and vendors, there is something for everyone at
Octoberfest.” 

There will be free inflatable rides and pony rides
for children and Township Departments and
Commissions, scout troops, and local businesses and
organizations will be on hand for the celebration. 

Just 13 days later, the Recreation Department
will hold its annual Halloween Parade. 

“With Halloween on a Saturday, we’re hoping to
kick off trick-or-treating right at the Community
Center by holding the parade on Halloween,”
Councilman Dalina said. “Usually, the event is held
the week before, but it will be a nice way to start
this fun holiday together.” 

Residents are asked to arrive by 10:30 a.m. at
the hockey rink at the Community Center on
Monmouth Road for registration and the costume
judging will begin at 10:45 a.m. followed by the
parade through the Community Center and Mill

Celebrate Octoberfest
with the Community
Center

Around the Town

Continued on page 8

Continued on page 14

Monroe Township Chorus
Salutes Broadway

Take a trip down
under the bright lights
of Broadway as the
Monroe Township
Chorus pays tribute to
the classic sounds of
Broadway at 2 p.m. Nov.
22 at the Senior Center. 

“Over the years, we
have been entertained
by musical theater,”
Chorus Director Sheila
Werfel said. “Whether,
the shows were per-
formed in New York
City, at Community
Theaters, in summer
Stock Companies, in

small towns and villages
or on TV, we were
instantly taken to anoth-
er place and another
time.”

The Chorus, which is
made up of residents
from throughout
Monroe, will perform
the free concert (no reg-
istration required) at the
Senior Center, located at
12 Halsey Reed Road,
under the leadership 
of its Director and
Conductor Sheila Werfel,
and the Music Director
David Schlossberg. 

“Make it a Sunday
afternoon not to be
missed,” Ms. Werfel
said. “You will be emo-
tionally moved when
you hear the Chorus
sing songs from some of
the greatest shows.” 

The show will feature
sing-a-longs, fun and
laughter, and a good
time for everyone. 

For additional infor-
mation, please contact
Sheila Werfel at 609-619-
3229
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Teens: Monroe Wants
to Hear from You

Mayor Richard Pucci
is proud to announce the
formation of the Monroe
Township Mayor’s
Youth Advisory
Committee.  

The committee will
be comprised of 10
Monroe Township teen
residents, grades 9-12,
who will provide input
to the Mayor and
Council on local issues.
Committee members
will gain a greater
understanding of the
community at large,
local government, youth
leadership and civic par-
ticipation.  

Adult advisors, led
by Councilman Stephen
Dalina, will assist the

commission in develop-
ing a mission statement
and goals.  Meetings
will be held once a
month at the Municipal
Building. 

All Monroe Township
high schoolers are invit-
ed to attend an informa-
tion session on
Thursday, September 10
at 7 p.m. in the Monroe
Township Municipal
Building.  Applications
will be distributed at
this meeting and are due
to the Mayor’s Office by
4 p.m. on Tuesday,
September 15.  

For additional infor-
mation, please contact
ntharney@monroetwp.c
om. 

The Monroe 8U Falcons team includes: Alberto Beltra, Nick Fletcher, Kyle
McCauley, Nick Monaco, Eric Petrow, Anthony Salesi, Jacob Weiss, Zach Wallace,
Connor Wendroff, Charlie Yatsko, and Joseph Zammitti. The coaching staff includes
Manager Jim McCauley, Coach Gregory Zammitti, Coach James Monaco, and Coach
Anthony Salesi.

Monroe Champions
By Coach Gregory Zammitti

The Monroe Township baseball team continued its magical run remaining
undefeated with a 51-0 record since the summer of 2014 by clinching Monroe’s
first ever 8U Mid-Atlantic Cal Ripken Regional Championship held in Mount
Olive, New Jersey this July. The team won the region in dramatic fashion clos-
ing out the tournament with a come from behind victory by scoring 4 runs in
the bottom of the 6th inning to beat Paulino (Metro New York) 6-5. The eight
team region comprised of teams representing New Jersey, New York, Maryland,
Delaware, and eastern Pennsylvania with significant young talent on display and
many well played games throughout the tournament. 

“We want to highlight the importance of healthy
living as a part of being a sustainable community,”
Ms. Toth said. 

Also, a shredding truck will be available for resi-
dents to have their important personal documents
shredded and recycled in a secure manner. 

The Fair will also feature freecycling, where resi-
dents can bring unwanted but functional items.
Other residents can give those items new homes.
Any items not reclaimed will be given to RISE, a
non-profit organization based out of Hightstown
that provides services to area families and individu-
als in need.

“The Green Fair is always a place where residents
leave knowing they can make positive changes to
their lives and to their community, and ensure they
are living green, sustainable lives,” Council Vice
President Leslie Koppel said. “I can’t wait to see
everyone there.”

Sixth-Annual Green Fair 
Continued from page 7
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Holocaust Survivors Share Personal Stories with Students
By Eileen Oldfield, Community Volunteer

Monroe Township
High School's freshman
class sat silent and spell-
bound in the high
school's auditorium this
June, as three figures on
the stage commanded
their attention.

Applause echoed
through the hall as
Township residents Paul
Beller, Lois Flamholz,
and Sol Lurie
approached the podium
to speak about their
experiences in Nazi-
occupied Europe. 

“The reason that I do
this, even though this is
very hard for me, is that
I want the young people
to know what it is 
to discriminate,” Ms.
Flamholz, who survived
the Auschwitz-Birkenau
concentration camps,
and a death march to

Bergen-Belsen concen-
tration camp, said to the
students. “You have to
be good to everybody.
You have to treat every-
body the same. Then,
hopefully, something
like what I went through
will never happen
again.” 

Ms. Flamholz and Mr.
Lurie, of Greenbriar at
Whittingham, and Mr.
Beller, of Stonebridge,
spoke as guests of the
Henry Ricklis Holocaust
Memorial Committee,
which works to sustain
the memory of the
Holocaust, and to fur-
ther Holocaust educa-
tion. Named for Monroe
Township resident
Henry Ricklis, the
Committee brought
guest speakers into
Monroe Township High
School for the past 16

years, according to the
school’s School Social
Studies Department
Coordinator Matthew
DeFilipis.

The Committee hosts
an annual essay contest
for the freshman stu-
dents as well. The con-
test, which students
enter voluntarily, asks
students to analyze the
Holocaust's overall
impact, and to assess
their reactions to the
survivors' stories. The
top 10 essayists receive
$50 gift certificates, and
will also be honored at a
Board of Education
meeting. The top essay
will be read at the
Ricklis Holocaust
Memorial Committee's
annual memorial serv-
ice, and at a variety of
township organizations
as well.

Last year's essay con-
test drew 250 submis-
sions. Each year, the
number of essay sub-
missions increases, Mr.
DeFilipis said.

For Mr. Beller the
impact on the students
is clear: the quiet,
motionless auditorium
means the students are
listening, he said. The

most important lesson is
one of respect and toler-
ance, Mr. Lurie added.

“We have to love one
another, and respect one
another,” Mr. Lurie, who
survived six concentra-
tion camps, said. “If we
do that, we are going to
have a beautiful world
to live in.”

Dey Barn.  

“The barn was care-
fully dismantled and is
being refurbished as we
speak,” Mr. Katerba
said. “It will be reassem-
bled incorporating the
original timbers and
construction techniques
used in the 1800s to
maintain the structure’s
historic integrity.”

The Dey Farm is

unique because the entire
40-acre parcel (along
with the houses and
barns) did not cost the
taxpayers any money,
and is overseen by its 
all-volunteer Historic
Commission.

Upkeep on the farm is
done primarily by the
Township Department
of Public Works and vol-
unteers from the Historic
Preservation Commis-

sion. In recent years,
many local volunteers
and scouts have done
work at the farmhouse.

“The renovations and
additions to the Dey
Farm will give residents
an even deeper look into
what Monroe was like in
the early 20th Century,”
Councilwoman Elizabeth
Schneider said. 

Dey Farm Makes Even More History
Continued from page 1

Holocaust Survivors Paul Beller, Sol Lurie and Lois
Flamholz with daughter of the foundation’s namesake,
Rhonda Ricklis Rothschild and Ricklis Committee Chairman
David Rothman spoke at the Monroe Township High
School Freshman class back in June.   

Rhonda (Ricklis) Rothschild
Sales Associate
SRES® Senior Real Estate Specialist
NJAR® Circle of Excellence
2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2010, 2013, 2014

#1 at
Gloria Nilson & Co.
in Monroe Twp. Adult 
Community Sales!

To read about the Adult Communities go to
www.RememberRhonda.com

1600 Perrineville Road
Monroe Twp., NJ 08831

Cell: 732-407-3688
Office: 609-395-6615
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Senior Center to Host Third-Annual
Community Cares Thanksgiving

The annual Thanks-
giving Day feast at the
Senior Center is back, as
the Monroe Township
Office of Senior Services
is preparing for the third-
annual Community Cares
meal at the Senior
Center. 

“Community Cares
has become a hallmark
event for the Senior
Center,” said Bonnie
Leibowitz, Monroe Town-
ship Office of Senior
Services Director. “We
feel that no one should
spend Thanksgiving
alone, so we are once
again opening our doors
and inviting our Monroe
family to spend the day
with us.” 

The two-hour event is
set for noon on Thurs-
day, November 26 in the
Irwin Nalitt Meeting
Room in the Senior
Center on Halsey Reed
Road, open to any resi-
dent over 55 and his or
her family.  

The meal includes all
of the regular dishes

served during Thanks-
giving, including turkey,
stuffing, cranberry sauce,
potatoes, vegetables,
bread and more, pre-
pared by City Streets
Café of East Windsor. 

“The food is served
family-style to each
table,” Ms. Leibowitz
said. “We want people to
feel like the Senior
Center is their home for
the day and the folks at
the table with them are
their family.” 

Tickets for the event
will be sold for $10 per
person at the Senior
Center starting October
5. Last year’s sponsors
included: The Gardens 
at Monroe; BCB Bank;
Brookdale Assisted
Living at Wynwood;
Saint Peter’s Hospital;
Point of Care Pharmacy;
Seaview Orthopedics;
Senior Bridge; Hospice
of New Jersey and the
Francis E. Parker
Memorial Home. 

Volunteers are needed
to help with the Comm-

unity Cares Thanksgiving
program. Volunteers can
help set up the afternoon
before and the morning
of the event. In addition,
volunteers can also help
during the day serving
food, greeting guests,
handing out goodie bags
and cleaning up.

“We would not be
able to hold Community
Cares if it weren’t for the
wonderful, dedicated
volunteers who have
helped make the event so
successful,” Ms. Leibowitz
said. “I know it is hard to
ask folks to help on
Thanksgiving, but it real-
ly is a terrific way to give
back to people who do
not have anywhere to go
for Thanksgiving.” 

Seniors and their fam-
ilies in need of a place to
go for Thanksgiving, or
anyone interested in
helping with the event,
either with time or dona-
tions, should contact the
Office of Senior Services
at (609) 448-7140.

cially helpful for new
residents to get
acquainted with the
community. 

The Transportation
Division will continue to
find ways to make it
even easier to use its

services and find out
about the many trans-
portation services we
provide by using the
Township website
www.monroetwp.com
and the television sta-
tion, Channel 28 for
Comcast subscribers, to

keep residents informed
with the most up-to-date
transportation informa-
tion. 

For more informa-
tion, call the Transpor-
tation Division at (609)
443-0511.

Transportation Division
Continued from page 3

After 12 years and more than 200,000 books
circulated, the Library is getting ready to unveil its
new Bookmobile. 

“We got a lot of miles out of the Bookmobile,”
Library Director Irene Goldberg said. “We are 
circulating about 2,500 books to more than 400
residents each month through the Bookmobile.
but it has grown to become so much more.” 

The Bookmobile does more than bring books 
to various locations throughout town, which is
why the new vehicle is known as the Library 2 Go.  

“Library 2 Go is about bringing Library servic-
es directly into the community,” Assistant Library
Director Leah Wagner said. “We host storytimes
at the Spray Park on Avenue K, stop at the pool at
Monroe Manor, teach computer classes at various
active adult communities and had a great time
bringing the Library to the MT SEPA camp for the
kids to check out materials.” 

In addition, the Bookmobile facilitates the
Library’s homebound services. Through the home-
bound programs, residents who are unable to visit
the Library due to long-term illness, surgery or no
longer able to drive can get library materials 
delivered to their homes. Then the volunteers and
staff will pick up the items so they are returned 
in a timely manner. Library staff determines the 
eligibility for this program.

“You can do everything you can at the Library
through the Bookmobile,” Ms. Goldberg said. 
“Our staff makes book recommendations, helps
residents get Library cards and can even help with
reference questions. The great part is they get to
meet and interact on a more personal level with
our patrons.” 

The new Library 2 Go Bookmobile is slated to
begin service by the end of September.

“The dedicated Library and Bookmobile staff
has done a great job over the years bringing our
vast Library services directly to our residents,”
Councilman Stephen Dalina said. “The new Library
2 Go Bookmobile will allow us to continue this
great service.” 

For the Bookmobile schedule, more information
about the Bookmobile, the Library or information
on how you can help at the facility visit www.mon-
roetwplibrary.org or call (732) 521-5000.

Library 2 Go Prepares
for September Launch
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The Recreation Events Calendar will no longer be mailed out separately at
the beginning of each year and will now be included in The Monroe News.
It will also be available online at www.monroetwp.com.

October 2015
Monroe Township Department of Recreation
120 Monmouth Road • Monroe Twp., NJ 08831
732-723-5000 • monroerec.com

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3

4 5 6 7
PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
Monthly Meeting
Community Center
7:00 PM

8
MONROE WOLVERINES
Monthly Meeting
Community Center
7:30 PM

9 10

11 12
COLUMBUS DAY

13
MTBA Monthly Meeting
Community Center
7:30 PM

14
MTGSA Monthly Meeting
Community Center
7:00 PM

15 16 17

19
RECREATION ADVISORY
BOARD MEETING
Community Center
7:00 PM

20 21
PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
Monthly Meeting
Community Center
7:00 PM

22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31
HALLOWEEN PARADE
Community Center
10:30 AM

18
OCTOBERFEST
Community Center 
12:00 - 4:00 PM

September 2015
Monroe Township Department of Recreation
120 Monmouth Road • Monroe Twp., NJ 08831
732-723-5000 • monroerec.com

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

2
PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
Monthly Meeting
Community Center
7:00 PM

3 4 5

6 7 LABOR DAY 
Spray Park closes for 
the season at 8:00 PM
Community Center
closed for the day

8
MTBA Monthly Meeting
Community Center
7:30 PM

9
MAYOR’S CUP PICKLEBALL
Community Ctr., 9:00 AM

MTGSA Monthly Meeting,
Community Ctr., 7:00 PM

10
MAYOR’S CUP SHUFFLEBOARD
Rossmoor, 9:00 AM
MONROE WOLVERINES
Monthly Meeting,
Community Ctr., 7:30 PM

11
PATRIOT DAY

12

13
NATIONAL
GRANDPARENTS DAY

14
RECREATION ADVISORY
BOARD MEETING
Community Center
7:00 PM

15 16
PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
Monthly Meeting
Community Center
7:00 PM

17
MAYOR’S CUP BOCCE
Thompson Park
9:00 AM

18 19

21 22 23
AUTUMN BEGINS

24 25 26

27 28 29 30

1

20
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Recreation Calendar of Events
The Recreation Events Calendar will no longer be mailed out separately at
the beginning of each year and will now be included in The Monroe News.
It will also be available online at www.monroetwp.com.

November 2015
Monroe Township Department of Recreation
120 Monmouth Road • Monroe Twp., NJ 08831
732-723-5000 • monroerec.com

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

21
Registration for
GRANDPARENT’S DAY
OUT begins today. 
Event held 12/28/15

4
PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
Monthly Meeting
Community Center
7:00 PM

5 6 7

8 9
RECREATION ADVISORY
BOARD MEETING
Community Center
7:00 PM

10
MTBA Monthly Meeting
Community Center
7:30 PM

11
VETERANS DAY
MTGSA Monthly Meeting
Community Center
7:00 PM

12
MONROE WOLVERINES
Monthly Meeting
Community Center
7:30 PM

13 14

15 16 17 18
PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
Monthly Meeting
Community Center
7:00 PM

19 20 21

23 24 25 26
HAPPY THANKSGIVING
Community Center
Closed for the Day

27 28

29 30

3
ELECTION DAY

22
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Garden, a 501(c)3 non-
profit organization,”
Council Vice President
Koppel said. “The
Garden has become a
great place for residents
to meet new friends and
work with their neigh-
bors in a rather serene
setting.”

The Friends of the
Community Garden are
also the fundraising arm
for the Garden and suc-
cessfully acquired a
$1,000 Community
Partner Grant from
Wells Fargo, as well as

the donation of tools
from Costco. The
Friends also work with
their fellow gardeners to
make sure the grounds
stay clean and in order. 

“We are very happy
with the first season,”
Friends President Len
Baskin said. “It truly is a
Community Garden.
Everyone keeps an eye
on neighboring plots
and they have all done a
great job keeping the site
clean.” 

The first phase of the
Community Garden,

designed with the assis-
tance of the Land
Conservancy of New
Jersey, comprised 96 ten-
foot by ten-foot garden
plots, all of which were
rented for $30 a year by
residents on a first-
come, first-served basis.
A waiting list has
already been established
for phase two, which
will include an addition-
al 76 plots that will be
available in spring 2016. 

“Phase One included
grading work for the
site, construction of a
temporary parking area,
walkway, fertilizing and
seeding, and installing
an eight-foot-tall deer
fence with a rodent
guard,” Township
Director of Planning and
Environmental Protection

John Riggs said. “The
Township installed a fire
hydrant and a two-inch
water line to service the
garden for irrigation.
The site also includes a
shed and compost area.” 

The driveway and
gravel parking area
were constructed using
rubble from the now
demolished Heights
Farm Equipment site.

In addition, a wet
meadow was built on
the site by Boy Scout
Eric Evans as his Eagle
Scout Project. The mead-
ow will help reduce sed-
iment that enters the
Millstone River.

The Department of
Public Works also built a
small rest area in the
shade using Clean

Communities grant
money. Through this
statewide program,
municipalities earn
grant money based on
how many tons of recy-
cling is done. Monroe
earned more than
$92,000 in 2015 and a
small portion was used
for the benches, made
from recycled materials,
at the Community
Garden. 

“The Friends, Town-
ship administration,
Utilities and Public
Works Departments
should all be commend-
ed for the hard work
they did in making the
first season at the
Community Garden
blossom,” Council Vice
President Koppel said. 

It’s a Bumper Crop at the Community Garden Continued from page 1

179 Prospect Plains Road, Monroe, NJ 08831
Call (609) 655-1717 for appointment

drsteve@monroevet.net
Visit our hospital website - www.monroevet.net

Providing top quality general medicine
and surgery for dogs, cats, and exotic pets

Digital x-rays with radiologist review

Birds, rabbits, ferrets, pocket pets, and reptiles

Ultrasound available

General dentistry and dental x-rays

Pharmacy and prescription diets

Acute and chronic pain management

Cat boarding in cozy condos

Laser for pain and wound healing

Steven E. Hornstein, DVM

• Past President of New Jersey
Veterinary Medical Association

Lake School parking lots.

“After the parade, cos-

tume contest winners

receive trophies and we

will have free apple cider

and doughnuts,” Ms.

Lange said. “And all of the

children that attend will

get a free bag of candy.” 

The costume contest

divisions include: baby

buggy (carriages and

strollers), toddlers (walk-

ing to two years old, pre-

school, kindergarten, 1st

and 2nd graders, 3rd and

4th graders, and 5th

graders and up. Ten tro-

phies will be awarded for

each division and there

will be one grand prize

winner awarded for the
best overall costume. 

“Each year the cos-
tumes get more and more
elaborate,” Councilman
Stephen Dalina said. “The
Halloween Parade is a
great way to put a spot-
light on the creativity of
our residents.”  

Celebrate Octoberfest  Continued from page 7

The Monroe News is now accepting
ads for the Next Issue…

Call (973) 315-0300
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Township Park System Expanding
By Councilman Michael Leibowitz

With 7,246 acres of
Open Space, the Town-
ship has taken great steps
towards its goal of ensur-
ing 50 percent of land
remains undeveloped. A
big part is ensuring many
of those preserved lands
remain as wooded areas. 

More than 374 acres of
the 7,246-acre total is
Township parklands. We
are taking steps to ensure
that our parks meet the
needs of our residents
throughout the Township.

To purchase land for
preservation, the Town-
ship uses its Open Space
Trust Fund, which was
authorized by the voters
and established through a
2.5-cent (per $100 of
assessed valuation) Open
Space Tax. Using the Trust
Fund, the Township has
been able to purchase
open space and preserve
more than 1,290 acres 
of farmland. Monroe 
regularly works with
Middlesex County and
the State of New Jersey on
open space purchases,
sharing the cost and work
that goes into the preser-
vation of land.

This summer, construc-
tion began on the expan-
sion of Veterans Park 
on Avenue K near the
Outcalt section of town.

The expansion includes
the addition of two multi-
purpose fields, a cricket
pitch and picnic area in
the park, which already
includes a spray park,
playground area and a
veterans’ memorial.

These fields will give
more practice and game
opportunities for resi-
dents in the north end of
the Township, and the
cricket pitch is one of the
most requested facilities
we have. This will be the
second pitch in town. The
first pitch, located at the
Daniel Ryan Field on
North State Home Road,
is always busy on week-
ends, so we want to make
more room available for
this growing sport. 

On the other end of
town, work has already
started on the 68.8-acre
Park at Rocky Brook
Estates on Disbrow Hill
Road near the border 
with East Windsor and
Millstone. The park will
include 7,200 linear feet of
walking trails and a tem-
porary pool of water that
is often home to amphib-
ians and insects.  

We were able to get this
land donated from the
developer of Rocky Brook
Estates. Along with the
land, Pulte Homes will
build more than one mile
of natural trails and estab-
lish a signed vernal pool
that will inform visitors
how the pool works and
why it is important to the
area.

Furthermore, we are
about to wrap up the
inaugural season at the 12-

acre Community Garden
on Applegarth Road. All
96 ten-foot by ten-foot 
garden plots were rented
for $30 for the inaugural
season, and residents
enjoyed the fruits (and
vegetables) of their labor,
at the often busy garden,
located just south of the
Millstone River on
Applegarth Road.

A 40-acre site across
from Congress Hill Farm
that connects James
Monroe Park to Federal
Road was recently
acquired and the
Environmental Commis-
sion recently applied for a
grant to construct the
Town’s first designated
equestrian trails on the
property. 

The Township is also
eying parcels for future
preservation, including a
74-acre parcel adjacent to
James Monroe Park, on
Dey Grove Road.

Also, 107 acres
between Hoffman and

Federal Roads are being
sought for its historical
significance. The location
is believed to be where
General Charles Lee
camped the night before
the Battle of Monmouth 
in June 1778. The Town-
ship Historic Preservation
and Open Space and
Farmland Preservation
Commissions are working
with the New Jersey
Department of Environ-

mental Protection,
Middlesex County
Cultural and Heritage
Commission, and the
Crossroads of the
American Revolution to
preserve the parcel.

The Lee encampment
parcel would be the 
second historical piece in
Monroe, second to the
Dey Farm on Federal
Road. 

Councilman 
Michael Leibowitz

The Scarpari family along with  Mayor Richard
Pucci, Council President Gerald Tamburro, Councilwoman
Elizabeth Schneider, and Council Vice President Leslie
Koppel unveil the sign dedicating field 3 at the Tommy
Allen Softball Complex to Monroe Township Girls
Softball founder Ellen B. Scarpari. 
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E C R W S S
P O S T A L  C U S T O M E R

Orthodontics:
The beauty of a healthy smile at any age.

Orthodontics for Children, Adolescents and Adults
• Complimentary Consultation
• Advanced state-of-the-art office and highly trained orthodontic team
• All new equipment and materials
• The most modern sterilization procedures available
• Digital x-rays and imaging allows you to see your treatment plan
• Invisalign certified - the new invisible braces
• Financing Available
• Weekend appointments available
• Preferred Provider

609-409-1700 www.MonroeOrthoLLC.com
We are now located at… 
2 Centre Drive, Suite 300, Monroe Township, NJ 08831

Susan Leiva, DMD
Orthodontist

NJ Specialty Permit #3852

• COMMERCIAL

• RESIDENTIAL

• LAND

• NEW HOMES

• ADULT
COMMUNITIES

Serving:
Monmouth, Middlesex,
Burlington, Ocean
& Mercer counties

Monroe Office Plaza
391 Spotswood-Englishtown Road

Monroe Town, NJ 00831
Office: 732-251-8900 • Fax: 732-251-8901

email: midstaterealtynj@verizon.net
Visit us on the web at

www.midstate-realty.com

MID STATE REALTY

John Profaci
Broker / President

Call today for your…

COMPLIMENTARY
MARKET ANALYSIS
If your property is currently listed with another 

broker, please disregard this offer.

391 Spotswood Englishtown Rd.
Monroe Twp., New Jersey 08831

When it’s time to Buy or Sell…
Rely on an Experienced Professional 
to give you the true facts about this

changing Real Estate Market

732-251-8900
Lisa Sobel, DMD
Pediatric Dentistry Specialist
NJ Specialty Permit #5469
Diplomate of the American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

• Parents welcome in treatment rooms
• Convenient evening and Saturday 

appointments available
• Emergency services available to our patients
• TV’s in treatment rooms

CAL L  T ODAY
18 Centre Drive, Suite 204, Monroe Township, NJ 08831

(609) 409- 0499
www.facebook.com/MonroePediatricDentistry
www.MonroePediatricDentistry.com

Excellence and experience in a fun, loving
and caring environment created specifically
for infants through adolescents!

Bookmobile Patron Turns 101

The bookmobile staff (Lisa Dipierro and Tammy Aarseth) celebrates loyal book-
mobile patron Christine Wilson’s 101st birthday at her home in Rossmoor.  

The Monroe News reaches every home, 
business and post office box in Monroe 

and Jamesburg.


