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Township Council Welcomes New Mayor

Monroe Township swore in
its first new Mayor in 28 years
when Gerald W. Tamburro took
the oath of office on January 1
at the Township Council’s
Reorganization Meeting at the
Senior Center.

Mayor Tamburro received
5,105 votes during the Nov. 3,
2015 General Election, defeating
Republican challenger Martin
Herrmann who received 3,987
votes and Independent Ken
Chiarella who received 1,935
votes.

“My pledge is to maintain a
municipal government that is
responsive and responsible to all
our citizens,” Mayor Tamburro
said during his inaugural

address. “Today
a new journey
begins here in
Monroe. I take
this incredible
responsibility
very seriously. I
am committed
to maintaining a
stable munici-
pal tax rate,
while providing
high  quality
municipal serv-
ices in a safe
and clean com-
munity.”

Councilwoman Leslie Koppel
and Councilman Stephen Dalina
were both re-elected to their

Mayor Gerald W._Tamburro is sworn into office
by Township Clerk Sharon Doerfler while his wife, Carol
Tamburro, holds the Bible.

Photo credit: immy Kastner

Council-at-Large seats receiving
5,022 and 5,020 votes respective-
ly. Republicans Joseph Atanasio

Continued on page 14

Township Bond

During the latest financial
review during a bond sale,
Standard has
increased the Township’s bond
rating from AA Stable to AA
Plus.

and Poor’s

According to the report, the
financial services company
praised the Township’s manage-
ment and budgetary practices
for the increase in the bond
rating.

“Our improved rating will
save the Township money when
we go to sell bonds in the
Mayor Gerald W.
Tamburro said. “We were also
told it will help the overall
impact on any funding the
Board of Education or other
Township entities might seek.”

future,”

Rating is Now Even Stronger

According to the report, “the
Double A plus long-term rating
reflects our view of the
Township’s strong management
with the ability to consistently
maintain balanced operations as
well as standard financial poli-
cies and practices under our
financial management associa-
tion methodology.”

The financial services company
complimented the Township’s
“strong budgetary performance;
very strong budgetary flexibili-
ty; very strong liquidity with
total government available cash
at 50.3 percent of current fund
expenditures and 4.2-times cur-
rent fund debt service and
access to external liquidity we
consider strong.”

“Our view also reflects the
Township’s ability to navigate
the significant number of tax
appeals during the past decade
without diminishing its govern-

Continued on page 10
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Council Presidc‘eh Leslie Kopp and a friend tend to their
garden sites at the Communty Garden. Photo courtesy of the

Council President.
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Seventh Grader Cooks Up
Something Special for New Mayor

Monroe Township Middle School
student Vinisha Patel wanted to do
something special to congratulate
Mayor Gerald W. Tamburro on being
sworn into office.

Using her passion for baking and a
dollop of creativity, Vinisha, 13, baked
a cake for Monroe’s first new Mayor in
28 years.

“The cake was special, because it
was actually two different cakes,” said
Vinisha, a seventh grader. “One half
was an orange-infused pound cake
and the other half was a chocolate
cake and all of the icing was butter-
cream.”

The entire cake, and
the frosting, was made
from scratch and deco-
rated by Vinisha.

“The  decorating
color scheme repre-
sents Monroe’s school
district colors — purple
and gold,” Vinisha

Vinisha Patel presents
a cake to Mayor Gerald
W.Tamburro as a way to
greet the Township’s first
new Mayor in 28 years.
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Giving Thanks...

said. “The flowers and leaves repre-
sent Monroe’s greenery.”

On January 11, Vinisha presented
the cake to Mayor Tamburro, who
shared the baked goodies with the
Township employees, and presented
the Township teen with an Award of
Appreciation.

“I was honored to present my first
award as Mayor to Vinisha,” Mayor
Tamburro said. “She is an excellent
baker and a prime example of the
many talented, hard-working, and
giving children that make Monroe
such a wonderful community.”

A volunteer serves
lunch at the annual
Community Cares
Thanksgiving Feast,
held each year on
Thanksgiving Day at
the Senior Center. The
Office of Senior Services
is already planning next
year's event and volun-
teers will be sought for
the upcoming event.
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Mayor Gerald W.
Tamburro

Hundreds of smiling
faces filled the
Community Center on
Monmouth Road as
grandparents shared the
day with their grandchil-
dren at the Recreation
Department’s Annual
Grandparents’” Day Out.

On December 28,
more than 600 grandpar-
ents and grandchildren
enjoyed the free day
together, which included
a family portrait, a deli-
cious lunch, raffles, and
a trip to the movies to
see “Alvin and the Chip-
munks: The Road Chip.”

y

A Day for the Ages

By Mayor Gerald W. Tamburro

The annual tradition,
which has grown each
year, is a fantastic way to
usher in the New Year as
it is held during the hol-
iday break from school,
when many of us gather
with
friends and families.

and celebrate

I would like to thank
the sponsor of the
event, the Gardens at
Monroe Healthcare
and Rehabilitation on
Applegarth Road, whose
support and generosity
are vital to the success of
Grandparents’ Day.

It was a great day in
Monroe as both gyms at
the Community Center
on Monmouth Road
were filled with families
as they started their day-
long adventure with one
another. Upon arrival,
the families had their
portrait taken, which

T,

The lucky winner of the Gardens at Monroe rdffle at randparents Day.

was later  printed,
framed, and available
for pick up following the
movie.

Before the movie, the
families enjoyed a full
catered lunch. Even
though the children
were seeing “Alvin and
Chipmunks,” the theme
of the lunch was Willy
Wonka - which every-
one enjoyed.

For the raffle, every
family received a choco-
late bar for each grand-
child in attendance, and
the winners of the raffle,
just like in the classic
children’s book and
movie, were the ones
with a Golden Ticket
wrapped around the
chocolate bar. The grand
prize was a gift basket
filled with candy, gift
cards and a copy of the

1971  movie “Willy

Around the Town

Wonka the
Chocolate Factory,” star-
ring Gene Wilder as Mr.
Wonka.

After lunch, the
grandparents and grand-
children boarded 12
school buses and were

and

treated to the movie
at the Regal Cinemas
on Route 1 in North
Brunswick. For many of
the grandparents it is a
novelty to board a school
bus, which is something
many of us have not
done in quite some time.

There was a little
more excitement than
anticipated at the movie,
as a malfunction caused
the fire alarm to go off
and forced the theaters
to be evacuated for a
period of time.

Participants ~ were
given the option to stay
and wait for the theater
to be cleared, or board
the buses and return to
the Community Center.
Of the 12 buses only
four returned as most
opted to stay and watch
the movie.

Grandparents” Day
Out is a special day in
Monroe as we gather the
different  generations
and treat them to a day-
long celebration as a
community.

In addition, I would
like to thank the Monroe
Township High School
Key Club volunteers
who took the time dur-
ing their winter break to
help set up, clean up,
serve food, register
guests and did so much
more to help the event
run smoothly.

Furthermore, I would
like to commend the
Recreation Department
staff, the Gardens at
Monroe and all of the
volunteers for doing
such a wonderful job
organizing and hosting
the event. I want to
remind everyone to be
ready for registration to
open for Grandparents’
Day Out 2016 later this
year.

Please watch for reg-
istration information at
the Recreation website
WWW.Mmonroerec.com.

In Practice For 25 Years ® Foot Care

Medicare, Medicaid & Other Insurances Accepted
Doctor Makes House Calls

DR. DAVID P. HELLER

Doctor of Podiatric Medicine

908-770-8158
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Around the Town

Dey Farm Renovations Nearing Completion

The bell tower is up
at the schoolhouse and
the siding is on the barn,
as work is nearing com-
pletion on the historical
renovations at the Dey
Farm.

“Work is going ahead
smoothly on the proj-
ect,” Township Historian
John Katerba said. “We
were fortunate we had
excellent weather until
January, so a lot of the
exterior work was done
on time.”

Work on the renova-
tions at the 40-acre Dey
Farm on Federal Road
between  Applegarth

and Perrineville roads
started in April 2015.
The renovations were
accomplished, in part,
by a $1 million grant

from Middlesex County.
The project includes the
reconstruction of the
one-room Prospect
Plains Schoolhouse, ren-
ovations to the timber-
frame Dey Barn and roof
replacement and gutter
work on the England
House.

“With the county’s
help we will be able to
share and preserve more
of Monroe’s history for
years to come,” Mr.
Katerba said.

The Prospect Plains
Schoolhouse, built
around 1850 and recent-
ly dedicated to honor
former Councilman
Hank Miller, was one of
the original Township
Schools, and served as
the Municipal Building,

Sales Associate

NJAR® Circle of Excellence
#1 at
Gloria Nilson & Co.

in Monroe Twp. Adult
Community Sales!

Rhonda (Ricklis) Rothschild
SRES® Senior Real Estate Specialist

© 2002, 2003, 2004, 2005, 2010, 2013, 2014

Over 2 Million Dollars in closed units in 2015

Citrree

“NisoNges

REAL ESTATE
-
An ledepeadely Oweed & Cpesaled Fim @um@

1600 Perrineville Road
Monroe Twp., NJ 08831
Cell: 732-407-3688
Office: 609-395-6615

To read about the Adult Communities go to

www.RememberRhonda.com

Courthouse and the
Recreation Department
until the latter moved to
its current location on
Monmouth Road.

The schoolhouse was
dismantled, numbered
and placed in storage
before it was rebuilt and
painted to look true to
the time-period.

“Our contractors
know the colors based
on what was used in the
area at the time,” Mr.
Katerba said. “Even the
slate-style roof,
dows and frames were
built using styles and
methods similar to that
of the 1850s.”

win-

In addition, renova-
tions to the Dey Barn are
a major part of the proj-
ect. The barn was num-
bered and dismantled
and many of the original
timber frames and sid-
ings were re-used dur-
ing the reconstruction.

The Bell Tower is mounted at the Henry L. Mi
renovations at the Dey Farm.

“Some of the timber
frames had to Dbe
‘nursed” with new lum-
ber,” Mr. Katerba said.
“Some of the original
timbers were rotted and
too weak to be re-used,
so new lumber was used
to ensure the safety of
the building.”

When work is done,
the schoolhouse will be
used as a showpiece as
to how single-room
schools were used in the
early days in Monroe.
The barn will be used to
house some of the his-
torical farming equip-
ment that was donated
to the Township.

“These buildings will
nicely compliment the
Dey Farmhouse, which
currently serves as the
Township’s Museum,”
Mr. Katerba said. “We
will have more space to
display some of the great
local artifacts that have

ller School and is part of the ongoing

been donated to the
town over the years.”

The 40-acre Dey Farm
Historic Site and its
buildings are overseen
by its volunteer Historic
Preservation Commis-
sion.

Upkeep on the farm
is done primarily by the
Township Department

of Public Works and vol-
unteers from the
Historic Preservation

Commission, but over
the years many local
volunteers and scouts
have done work at the
farmhouse.

“We are truly excited
by the progress at the
farm,” Mayor Gerald W.
Tamburro said. “Once
the buildings are opened,
we will be able to better
showcase Monroe’s agri-
cultural and educational
history.”
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Around the Town

Wolverines Crowned National Champions

For the 12th year in a
row, the Monroe Town-
ship Wolverine Cheer-
leaders brought home a
national championship
crown from the annual
competition in Disney
World in December.

The Junior Pee Wee
Black team was unde-
feated in its quest for the
National =~ Champion-
ship, taking home first
place in the Central
Jersey, State, Regional
and National tourna-
ments, which featured
teams from  across
America.

In addition, the
Junior Pee Wee Gold
team took third place,
the Junior Midgets team
took second place and
the Midget team took
fourth place at the
National Championship

tournament. All of the
teams won the regional
tournament prior to
heading to Disney.

“This was our 19th
Championship in 12
years,” Recreation
Superintendent Mary
Lange said. “We are very
proud of all our cheer-
leaders, coaches and
parents for everything
they have accomplished
this season. Their hard
work and dedication to
the program is what
lead to this champi-
onship. These girls faced
some of the fiercest com-
petition yet, and were
able to come home
champions once again.”

There are 160 partici-
pants in the Wolverine
Cheerleading program,
which continues to grow
each year.

E5r11 WIDE WORLDoF SPORTS COMPLEX

EE
o

WALT DISNEY WORLD. Resort

MONROE wnmnm:s

The Monroe Wolverines Junior Pee Wee Black team was the undefeated
National Champion during the 2015 season, which culminated in a December
tournament in Walt Disney World.

“I would like to con-
gratulate all of the girls
in the Wolverine pro-
gram,” Mayor Gerald W.

Tamburro said. “To be
able to compete in a
national tournament at a
young age is a memory

and experience that will
stay with them and their
families forever.”

Free Egg Hunt Planned for March 12

The Recreation
Department is hoping
Punxsutawney  Phil’s
prediction of an early
spring rings true as
organizers plan the
annual free Egg Hunt at
the Roller Hockey Rink
at the Community
Center on March 12 at
noon.

The Community
Center Rink will be
transformed into a
springtime oasis as chil-
dren will race to grab as
many candy-filled plas-
tic eggs as they can at
the Egg Hunt.

Along with the Egg
Hunt, there will be bon-
net and top hat contests.
Prizes will be awarded
for funniest, most origi-
nal and best looking hat,
along with one grand
prize winner for best
overall hat.

The Egg Hunt will be
divided into four divi-
sions: one and two year
olds, three and four year
olds, kindergarten to
second grade, and third
grade and up. Parents
will only be allowed to
help children ages 1
and 2.

Following the Egg
Hunt, there will be
a spoon race, divided
into three divisions.
Participants will race
from one side of the rink
to the other with a plas-
tic egg on a spoon.

“When the Egg Hunt
comes around, I know
spring is almost here,”
Councilman  Stephen
Dalina, liaison to the
Recreation  Advisory
Board, said. “It is always
a treat to see all of
the creativity that goes
into the hat and bonnet
decorations and how

Join us for the 2016 egg hunt in which kids hunt for
eggs at the Recreation Department annual springtime
event at the hockey rink.

much fun the kids have
searching for the eggs.”

At the conclusion of
the event light refresh-

ments will be served.

For more
information visit
WWWw.monroerec.com.
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Around the Town

PARKER at Monroe

Long-Term Living Community

ADA ¢ ;
Mon rooen';':,n vlltl:gﬁ A
ip.
2015 Awarq
¥ o Winnepi+ -
VYL
*ADA (Americans
with Disabilities
Act) Award Winner
for “an individual
or group that has
gone above and
beyond regulation in
providing access to

the disabled.”

Only A Few Suites Remaining

Skilled nursing care for individuals with
complex physical needs who may or may not
require memory support

Small Home enjoy increased social
interactions and cognitive stimulation.

Each Small Home provides specialized
services where care choices support
an optimal quality of life. At Parker you
are a direct participant in decisions
that affect your daily life.

If you or a loved one is interested
in learning more about PARKER at
Monroe, please contact us now while
We have learned that people with  suitesare still available. Don't miss out.

similar needs who live together in a
Call to arrange a tour today!

732-992-5205

In anindependent 2015
resident and family survey

Parker at Monroe achieved
100% overall satisfaction!

Here are some of the
comments we received:

“Excellent!
| have been a resident
at four other facilities,
and Parker is by far
the best.”

“Community
is well designed
for privacy and

mobility.”

i.i'we
thank God every "The
day that our loved one

“Staff is
extremely kind,
caring and helpful.”

care and
consideration given
to the resident is
wonderful.”

is residing at Parker
at Monroe.”

395 Schoolhouse Rd - Monroe Twp + FrancisEParker.com

Council Cuts Taxes
for Open Space

One year after the
Township’s revaluated
tax rates took effect, the
Township Council voted
to reduce the Open
Space Tax by 1 cent per
$100 of assessed valua-
tion from 2.5 cents to 1.5

cents.

“As a result of the
township-wide revalua-
tion two years ago, in
effect, the open space tax
was essentially doubled
because of the increase
in the Township’s over-
all ratable base,” Mayor
Gerald W. Tamburro
said. “Because of the
general increase in the
ratables there will be a
minimal impact on the
amount of money we
need to bring in to pur-
chase open space.”

The
revaluation

court-ordered
increased
the overall property val-
ues in Monroe, which in
turn increased the
amount of money gener-
ated for the Open Space

Trust Fund.

Money for the Open
Space Trust Fund is gen-
erated through a local
property tax that was
approved by voters at a
rate of 2.5 cents per $100
of assessed valuation. A
resolution passed by the
Township Council on
February 8 reduces the
tax to 1.5 cents per $100
of assessed valuation.

Under the reduced
rate,
home valued at the 2015
Township average of
$309,000 would pay 40
percent less than he or
she paid under the 2.5

cent rate.

the owner of a

“Since 2002, more
than $18 million has
been expended on open
farmland

space and

preservation  acquisi-
tions,” Business Admin-
istrator Wayne Hamilton
said. “We have been able
to purchase 6,600 acres
of open space and
1,317 acres of farmland

preservation.”

The Open Space Trust
Fund’s current balance
is $5.7 million. The rev-
enue generated from the
1.5 cent rate will gener-
ate more than $1 million
a year for open space
land

and farmland

acquisition.

“While we are cutting
the rate, we will still be
able to continue our
aggressive Open Space
and Farmland Preserv-
ation program,” Mayor
“Our

planning goal still calls

Tamburro said.

for 50 percent of the
Township to remain
undeveloped, and we
are confident we will

achieve this goal.”
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Council President
Leslie Koppel

Time to dust off the
trowels and clean off
the gardening gloves, as
the Monroe Township
Community  Gardens
prepares to open for its
second season.

Located in the 12-acre
park on Applegarth
Road, just south of the
Millstone River, the
Community Garden is
run by the Friends of
the Monroe Township
Community  Garden
(FMTCG), a 501(c)3 non-
profit group that is also
the fundraising arm for
the Garden.

This year the garden
area will be expanded,
nearly doubling the
facility’s size, to 176,
10-foot-by-10-foot gar-
den sites that will be
available for rental at
$30 a season.

The garden was an

Around the Town

Community Garden Gearing up

For Second Season

instant success last year,
as all of the sites were
rented. Residents came
daily to meet new
friends and spend time
with old friends and
neighbors, sharing their
interest in gardening
with one another.

I was one of the
happy gardeners last
year. It was a lot of fun
and a lot of work, as I
would head to the gar-
den before work early in
the morning to water
and weed my site, mak-
ing sure my veggies
were doing well. Last
year marked the first
time I was able to suc-
cessfully grow an egg-
plant, which was deli-
cious, I might add.

The garden is a true
community effort. It was
great spending time on
the weekends with my
children, their friends
and the other gardeners,
sharing growing tips
and eating vine-ripened
tomatoes warmed by the
summer sun.

There are big plans
for the park this year,
with the entrance, drive-
way and parking spaces

at the park slated for
paving.

It is important to note
that the site was donated
to the Township for open
space by Todd Ochsner,
a life-long Township
resident. In addition to
the Community Garden,
there are long-range
plans for the park that
include a butterfly
garden, children’s park
and an environmental
pavilion.

In addition, the
Township Department
of Public Works also
built a small rest area
in the shade wusing
Clean Communities
grant money. Through
the state Clean Com-
munities program,
municipalities earn
grant money based on
how many tons of
recycling is done by
a municipality. Monroe
earned more than
$92,000 in 2015 and
a small portion was
used for the benches,
made from recycled
materials, at the
Community Garden.

The Township Utilities
Department was a huge

By Council President Leslie Koppel

help for the garden, pro-
viding a hookup to the
municipal water system
and also supplying the
hoses for the gardeners
to use.

Furthermore, Eagle
Scout Eric Evans built a
1,600-square-foot wet
meadow on the site,
along the Millstone
River, which will help
filter pollutants out of
storm water runoff
before it goes into the
river, and will also cre-
ate a habitat for native
birds and pollinating
insects, such as bees and
butterflies, which will
help pollination of the
garden sites.

I would like to com-
mend the FMTCG
Executive Board Pres-
ident Leonard Baskin,

Vice President Joel
Greenberg, Treasurer
Gary Busman, along

with Executive Board
Members Joel Gelfarb,
John Katerba, Robert
Sidler and Laurie
Winter, for all of the
hard work they did and
continue to do to make
the Garden a special
place in Monroe.

A panoramic view of the Community Garden on Applegarth Road.

The Board will be
hosting a public infor-
mation meeting at the
Monroe Twp. Senior
Center on March 10 at
7 p.m., when residents
can learn more about the
garden, and can register,
in-person, for their very

own site.

Anyone interested in
renting a site can do so
by visiting www.mon-
roetwpcommunitygar-
den.com and download-
ing the application and
waiver form. Forms may
also be picked up at
the Municipal Building.
Please fill out both
forms and return to
the Municipal Building,
1 Municipal Plaza,
Monroe Twp., NJ 08831,
along with a check for
$30 made out to the
Friends of the Monroe
Township Community
Garden.

For additional infor-
the
garden, please contact
Joel Greenberg at (609)
235-9316.

mation about
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Around the Town

Library Book Sale

If you are looking for a good book
at a reasonable price, then head to the
Friends of the Library Annual Book
Sale from April 30 to May 5.

“The book sale is a great way to
bolster your book collection and pick
up some great titles for fantastic
prices,” Helaine Evans, President of the
Friends of the Library, said. “Each year
we are more and more surprised with
the great selection for readers of any
age group.”

The sale opens Saturday, April 30,
from |1 a.m.to 4 p.m. with a $I| entry
fee on this day only. On Sunday, May |,
the sale is open from | p.m. to 4 p.m.
and from May 2 to May 5 it is open
from 10 a.m.to 8 p.m.

Throughout the sale hardcover
books are $3 (or two for $5), trade
paperbacks are $2 (or three for $5),
and mass-market paperbacks are $.50.
Special items will be priced as marked.
Only cash and checks will be accepted
for payment.

The final day of sale is from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m.Thursday, May 5, which is bag

4 N

day, when the Friends give those that
attend a bag to fill with books for $1.

No scanners, cell phones or other
electronic ISBN search devices are
permitted on April 30 or before |1:30
a.m.on May 5 (bag day).

The proceeds from the sale help
the Friends fund passes to area muse-
host the
Festival; sponsor the Children’s sum-

ums; International Film

mer programs, and so much more.

Furthermore, any resident interest-
ed in joining the Friends of the
Monroe Township Library can do so
by filling out a membership form,
which can be found at the Library or
downloaded on the library’s website,
www.monroetwplibrary.org. Annual
membership is from July | to June 30
and there are three levels of member-
ship: Basic for $10, Family for $15 and
Patron for $25.

“The Friends do such a wonderful
job supporting the Library and provid-
ing great services to its patrons,’ said
Council President Stephen Dalina,
Liaison to the Library Board.

- o [C@
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Pesd Soludions

Bugs are Smart, We're Smarter
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Bugged by Bugs?

Our Spring Services Include:

+ Termite Monitoring and Prevention
* Wasp and Tick Prevention Services

* Carpenter Bee Removal
and Prevention

800-949-

L

* Ant Elimination and Control
* Bite-Free Mosquito Program
* And Much More!

2667 - CooperPest.com

Get Creative at
Library’s Makerfest

Makers, inventors
and hobbyists will have
their creations, ideas
and projects on display
at the Monroe Township
Public Library’s Second-
Annual Makerfest on
March 19.

The free event is
scheduled to run from
11 am. to 4 p.m. at the
Library.

“Makerfest is a cele-
bration of crafting, elec-
tronics, 3D printing, cre-
ativity and  more,”
Library Director Irene
Goldberg said. “We had
a great turnout last year,
and we are excited to
bring new ideas and
vendors to this year’s
festival.”

The maker exhibitors
include professionals
with local businesses
and hobbyists showing
off their crafts and cre-
ations. So far, the
exhibitors include Home

Depot, Princeton Violins,
Grape Escape, Varsity
Summer Academy,
Woodshop,
Princeton Chapter of
the Embroidery Guild,

Bala Doci glass jewelry

Rossmoor

maker, Rossmoor
Ceramics and a stained

glass maker.

Exhibitors can apply
by calling the library at
(732) 521-5000 x140, by
emailing shrubes@mon-
roetwplibrary.org, or by
filling out a form at the

library.

“Studio M is our
Library’s hands-on
maker lab,” Ms.

Goldberg said. “We offer
3-D printing and design,
music creation, digital
photography and
videography editing,

Arduino programming

and much more.”

Save $ This offer is available for new clients only
and cannot be combined with any other

offers or discounts. One time services are

not eligible for this offer. Expires 6/30/16.

on any Spring
Pest Control Program

VALUE

$ TermAware
i 99*300 Installation

We designed the Termaware™ program to

Exclusively from Cooper

be the most comprehensive termite service

that the industry has to offer, Expires 6/30/16. :

Purchase any Annual '
Home Service and the first
installment is FREE!

Protect you home from pests and rodents year round with our preventative service,
Please call for service details. Expires 6/30/16.
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Around the Town

There Can Bper

Arthritis

Back Pain

Cancer Pain
Compression Fractures
Diabetic Neuropathy
Failed Back Surgery,
Fibromyalsia
Herniated Discs
MuscularyPain

Necks Pﬁn
Osteoporosis

Post Herpetic Neuralgia
RSD

Sciatica

Shoulder Pain

Spinal Stenosis

UDAY N BHATT, MD | pain management

Interventional Pain Fellowship Trained
Diplomat American Board of Pain Medicine, Diplomat American Board of Interventional Pain.

SAPC Specializing in Interventional Pain Management Procedures

‘I-lllllllll'lll'.'."‘

Professional Center
Hamilton Square, NJ 08690 ¢ 2109 Klockner Road
Monroe, NJ 08831 » 2 Research Way, Suite 206  behind CVS on Applegarth Road

Flemington, NJ 08822 ¢ 5 Walter E. Foran Blvd, Suite 2005
Call Toll Free: 1-877-SPINE-81 ¢ 1-609-587-6070 ¢ Fax: 1-609-587-7080  www.njsapc.com

tinjspine0al2
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Around the Town

Grants and Surplus Help Bolster DPW Fleet

The Department of
Public Works acquired
four
another on the way - at
no cost to local taxpayers.

trucks and has

“Anytime the Town-
ship can get equipment
or services without hav-
ing to tap into the capital
funds, it’s a win-win for
the town and the tax-
payers,” said DPW
Director Wayne Horbatt.

The DPW received
two used 6x6 military
trucks through the N.J.
State Agency for Surplus
Property/Federal
Surplus Property Pro-
gram after applying and
being accepted into the
program and applying
for the specific trucks.
The Township was able
to receive the trucks
because of DPW Fore-
man Ron Cerankowski,
who is also a Captain in
the New Jersey National
Guard.

“With a few
upgrades, the military
trucks will be used dur-
ing snow events and
during other natural dis-
asters,” Mr. Horbatt
said. “The trucks had
low mileage and will be
easy to
because they are rela-

tively low-tech.”

In addition, the DPW
bought a new roll-off
truck that is used for
hauling containers of
recyclables/solid waste
from the DPW yard to
the landfill and recy-
cling centers. The vehi-
cle and a 2016 Ford F-
350 pick-up truck were
acquired through funds
from the state Depart-
ment of Environmental
Protection (DEP) Recyc-
ling Tonnage Grants.

maintain

This grant is obtained
by filing an annual
report on all recycling
activities in town. Funds

Two large trucks that the Township received at no cost from the US Army as part of its

surplus program.

must be used to enhance
the Township’s recy-
cling program, such as
buying new equipment
or enhancing recycling
outreach and education
in the community.

In 2013, the latest
data that is available
from the DEP, Monroe
recorded 105,475 tons of
recycled materials,
which netted $92,698
from the grant program.

“The grant rewards
us for our recycling pro-
grams and gives us the

funds for future recy-
cling initiatives,” Mr.
Horbatt said. “Our
Recycling Coordinator,
Joe Slomian, has done a
fantastic job with the
program and continues
to work with local busi-
nesses to gather recy-
cling tonnage reports
from businesses
developers throughout
the town.”

and

Furthermore, the
DPW will soon receive a
litter ~ patrol  truck

through the NJ Clean

Communities Council
Grant program, which is
another way the town

receives grants and
funding for clean-up
projects throughout

Monroe. The litter patrol
truck will transport
roadside clean-up crews
to worksites

town.

around

The Clean Commun-
ities Grant is funded
through a tax collected
from litter producing
products and companies
in the state.

TownShip Bond Rating Continued from page |

mental and financial
positioning,” the report
notes. “This was largely
made feasible through
the strategic use of the
water and sewer utility
funds surplus which
had increased to 29 per-
cent of expenditures in
2009 as the result of
prior policies regarding
capital spending,”
Standard and Poor’s
stated.

“Standard and Poor’s

validated the decisions
we made as we went
through the recession,”
Business Administrator
Wayne Hamilton said.
“There has been consid-
erable discussion about
the use of the surplus
because the Township
took over the Utility
Department.”

In addition, the
report indicated, the
Township’s rating could
increase again, as it con-

tinues to wean itself
from using the surplus
funds for the budget.

The report stated:
“Should the Township’s
economic  expansion
persist and lead to high-
er economic income and
wealth metrics relative
to those of higher rated
municipalities, and
should it generate posi-
tive operating results
while eliminating trans-
fers from the utility

fund, we would consid-

er raising the rate

again.”

The increase in the
bond rating will help the
better
interest rates when bor-

Township get

rowing funds.

“This means every
time we go out to bor-
row money we get a
reduced rate,” Mr.
Hamilton said. “We just
went out for a small

refunding issue and we
anticipated net present
value savings of some-
where between four and
six percent, leaning
more on the six percent
side. As a result of our
credit rating and as a
result of competitive
bids that we received on
the bonds refunding,
our net present value
savings turned out to be

10.467 percent.”

10
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Monroe Fights Hunger with
“Project Empty Bowls”

The Brookside School
and the
Township  Office of
Senior Services are team-
ing up to raise aware-
ness about hunger in

Monroe

America, while also rais-
ing some money for local
food pantries.

“This is a fantastic
intergenerational project
that will raise awareness
about a serious issue
in the United States:
hunger,” said Office of
Senior Services Director
Bonnie Leibowitz.
“Through the project, the
students and seniors will
purchase, paint and
design ceramic bowls
and then auction off the
bowls. All of the money
raised will be distributed
to five food pantries,
including the Monroe

Township Food Pantry.”

The Township Food
Pantry provides food for
needy residents, regard-
less of age, based on eli-
gibility. The pantry
accepts donations of
unexpired foods such as
cereal, pasta and tuna
fish as well as paper
goods including toilet
paper, napkins, paper
towels and tissues.

“Theresa Anthony at
Brookside brought this
idea to the Senior
Center,” Ms. Leibowitz
said. “We thought it
would be a great way to
get the children and the
seniors together to do
something wonderful in
our community.”

Project Empty Bowls
kick-off with a
brunch at the Senior
Center on March 11.
Tickets are available for

will

$5 to any registered
Senior Center member.
At the brunch, the sen-
iors will learn about the
project. In April and
May, there will be specif-
ic days that seniors will
be able come to the cen-
ter to paint and design
the bowls.

“We will be supplying
the paint and then fire
the bisque bowls in our
kiln,” Ms.
said. “You don’t need to

Leibowitz

be a trained artist to par-
ticipate. Project Empty
Bowls is more about
coming together and
doing a great thing for

our community.”

The project will cul-
minate when the painted

ceramic bowls are auc-
tioned off at a special
evening program at the
Senior Center on June 8
at 6 p.m.

“After the bowls are
auctioned, we will serve
soup, bread and a small
dessert to everyone

Ms.
“The

school will have its own

in attendance,”
Leibowitz said.
dinner where the kids,
parents and teachers will
auction the bowls and

have a similar light
dinner.”
The students that

participate will receive a
t-shirt donated to the
project by Linda Mundie
from the Gardens at
Monroe.

“It is always great
to see our community
come together for a

good  cause,”  said
Councilwoman Elizabeth
Schneider, Liaison to the
Commission on Aging.
“What makes Project
Empty Bowls even more
special is that it will
bring our seniors togeth-
er with our students and
their families and teach-
ers in an effort to give to

the less fortunate.”

The Monroe News IS now accepting ads
for the Spring Issue. ..

call (973) 315-0300

Chorus to Thank
Veterans on May 16

Get ready to salute the men and women who
served our country as the Monroe Township
Chorus presents its annual Salute to the Armed

Forces on May 16 at 7 p.m.

This show will mark the first time the Chorus
performs at the Richard P. Marasco Center for the

Performing Arts, 1629 Perrineville Road.

“We had more than 500 people at our last
show at the Senior Center, so we moved this
performance to the Marasco Center;” Chorus
Director Sheila Werfel said.“The performance will

be free,and seating will be first-come, first-served.”

The Monroe Township Chorus will salute those
who have served and continue to serve our

country with pride and distinction.

“Through choral performances and sing-a-long
songs, we will express our reverence, respect and
gratitude to all of the branches of the Armed
Forces,” Ms.Werfel said.

Under the artistic leadership of Ms. Werfel
and its accomplished Music Director David
Schlossberg, the Chorus will make this an evening

not to be missed.

“We have so many amazing veterans here in
Monroe,” Ms. Werfel said. “We want to say thank

you to them the best way we know: through song.”

Veterans are encouraged to attend the
performance and to wear military decorations,
uniforms, caps, or the jacket of their veteran organ-

izations.

“Let us thank you for your sacrifices, and let us
thank those who still guard us, our flag and our
way of life,” Ms.Werfel said.“Join us as we proudly
honor, salute and pay homage to you. Lift your

voices and your hearts will follow.”

All residents are encouraged to attend the free
concert. For additional information, please contact
Ms.Werfel at (609) 619-3229.
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Recreation Calendar of Events

The Recreation Events Calendar will no longer be mailed out separately at

the beginning of each year and will now be included in The Monroe News.
It will also be available online at www.monroetwp.com.

March 2016

Monroe Township Department of Recreation
120 Monmouth Road ¢ Monroe Twp., NJ 0883 |
732-723-5000 * monroerec.com

d&;‘& Egg Hunt

s

Bonnet & Top Hat Contest

Family fun starts at Noon on Saturday, March
12th at the Community Center Hockey Rink

o

"
FREE Rabies Clinic 5";

[

Bring your dogs and cats to the
Community Center on Saturday,

i: March 5th 9:00am-2:00pm

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
I 2 3 4 5
Summer Camp PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB FREE RABIES CLINIC
Employment Community Center Community Center
Applications will be 7 PM 9 AM -2 PM
accepted starting today
6 7 8 9 10 N 12
MTBA Monthly Meeting | MTGSA Monthly Meeting | MONROE WOLVERINES EGG HUNT
Community Center Community Center Monthly Meeting Communifty Center
7:30 PM 7 PM Community Center Hockey Rink
7:30 PM 12 NOON
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
EGG HUNT EEOC/L{PE\/?)TII\(/DHIE\IE%%\/(LJSORY PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
RAIN DATE '
Community Cir, 7 PM Community Center
SENIOR LUNCH & LEARN
Community Ctr, | | AM
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
FIRST DAY OF SPRING
27 28 29 30 31
Summer Camp
Applications Due.
Last Day to Return

April 2016

SIGN UP FOR THE SPRING

RESIDENTS, GUESTS AND HIGH SCHOOL

GOLF LEAGUE

STUDENTS MEET WEEKLY AT —
CLEARBROOK GOLF COURSE. REGISTER g
AT THE COMMUNITY CENTER, TODAY.

Be on the lookout for
Summer Camp
registration and information

Monroe Township Department of Recreation
120 Monmouth Road ¢ Monroe Twp,, NJ 0883 |
732-723-5000 ¢ monroerec.com

Sun Mon Wed Thu Fri Sat
I 2
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB MTBA Opening Day
Community Center James Monroe Park
7 PM MTGSA Opening Day
Thomas L Allen Softball Complex
10 I 12 13 14 15 16
RECREATION ADVISORY | MTBA Monthly Meeting | MTGSA Monthly Meeting | MONROE WOLVERINES MTSC 2016 Spring Kick-
BOARD MEETING Community Center Community Ctr, 7 PM Monthly Meetin
Community Ctr; 7 PM Y y a S Off Soccer Tournament
7:30 PM MAYORS CUP Bowling Community Center Thompson Park
SENIOR LUNCH & LEARN T 9 AM 730 PM
Community Ctr, | | AM ournament, ' 8 AM
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
Community Center
7:00 PM
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
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The Recreation Events Calendar will no longer be mailed out separately at

the beginning of each year and will now be included in The Monroe News.
It will also be available online at www.monroetwp.com.

May 2016

Monroe Township Department of Recreation

Recreation Calendar of Events

Velierans [Park

spray ground
OPENING DAY OF THE

120 Monmouth Road * Monroe Twp., NJ 0883 SPRAY GROUND IS t iz
732-723-5000 » monroerec.com #:ﬁm:ﬁ“:r FRIDAY, MAY 27TH
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
I 2 3 4 5 6 7
PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
Community Center
7 PM
8 9 10 (N 12 13 14
SENIOR LUNCH &LEARN | MTBA Monthly Meeting | MTGSA Monthly Meeting | MONROE WOLVERINES
Community Center Community Center Community Center Monthly Meeting
I AM 7:30 PM 7 PM Community Center
7:30 PM
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
RECREATION ADVISORY PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
SCHOLARSHIP DINNER Community Center
Community Center 7 PM
7 PM
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
SENIOR/SENIOR VETERANS PARK
COMMUNITY EVENT SPRAY GROUND
Multiple Locations opens for the season
10 AM
29 30 31
MEMORIAL DAY

Sports Medicine
Pulmon ledicine

Health Starts Here

CentraState’s Medical Office in Monroe brings healthcare close to home. Get on the
path to great health with primary care physicians, specialists and health education
& wellness programs. If you're looking for onsite laboratory and customized
rehabilitation and physical therapy services look no further.

I\,

\ Podiatry .
Neurology
A Pediatrics

Everything you need to stay healthy and well—all in one convenient location.

For more information call 866-CENTRA7 (866-236-8727) or visit
centrastate.com/Monroe. For free transportation schedules
provided by Monroe Township call (609) 443-0511.

Orthopedics
Gastroenterology -
Internal Medicine
y Family Medicine

|l Obstetrics/Gynecology /
t -

& CentraState Medical Office
at Monroe

Renaissance Crossings
312 Applegarth Road * Monroe, NJ
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Around the Town

Township Council Welcomes New Mayor conined fiom page |

and Harold Kane
received 4,107 and 3,891
votes respectively and
Independents  Chirag

Bhagat and Stanley
Edelman received 1,291
and 1,228 votes respec-
tively.

Council President Leslie Koppel being sworn in by
Township Clerk Sharon Doerfler with her son holding the Bible.

Photo credit: immy Kastner

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

“Your Local Animal Care Center”

Providing top quality general medicine
and surgery for dogs, cats, and exotic pets

Digital x-rays with radiologist review

Birds, rabbits, ferrets, pocket pets, and reptiles

Ultrasound available

General dentistry and dental x-rays

Pharmacy and prescription diets

Acute and chronic pain management

Cat boarding in cozy condos

Laser for pain and wound healing

Steven E. Hornstein, DVM

* Past President of New Jersey
Veterinary Medical Association

Cat Friendly ¢
Practice

By the American Association of Felne Practitiosers

During the reorgani-
zation, the Township
Council selected Council-
woman Koppel as the
Council President and
Councilman Dalina as
the Council Vice
President.

“l am honored to
serve as the Council
President,” said Council
President Koppel. “It is
my pleasure to serve
alongside my colleagues
on the Township
Council. And it is our
promise to continue to
serve the people of
Monroe and do what is
best for our community.”

Mayor Tamburro’s
win resulted in his Ward
2 Council seat being
vacated, which was
subsequently filled by
Blaise Dipierro, who
was unanimously
appointed at a special
meeting of the Township
Council on January 13.

Council Vice President Stephen Dalina is sworn into
office by Township Clerk Shaorn Doerfler while his wife,

Susan, and children look on.

Councilman Dipierro is
a lifelong Township resi-
dent who recently
retired as a detective in
the Middlesex County
Prosecutor’s Office.

“I want to thank the
Council for their vote
of confidence in me,”
Councilman  Dipierro
said. “I'm ready to get to
work and learn more
about the workings of
municipal government.

Photo credit: immy Kastner

I'll also be meeting with
my friends and neigh-
bors to hear their con-
cerns and see how I can
help them. I am excited
to continue my father’s
legacy by serving our
community in  this
capacity.”

The  councilman’s
father, Michael J.
Dipierro, served as
Mayor and a Council-

man for many years.

Councilman Blaise
Dipierro being sworn in.
He follows in the footsteps
of his father, Michael, who
served as Mayor and
Township Councilman.

The Monroe News is now accepting

|79 Prospect Plains Road, Monroe, NJ 0883 |
Call (609) 655-1717 for appointment
drsteve@monroevet.net
Visit our hospital website - www.monroevet.net

Gall (973) 315-0300
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Around the Town

Councilwoman
Elizabeth Schneider

On any given day,
hundreds of the 17,000
registered members visit
the Monroe Township
Senior Center seeking
assistance from one of the
social workers on staff,
free AARP tax prepara-
tion during the winter
months, or for any of the
various social functions
held at the Halsey Reed
Road facility.

While the

Center is a hub of activi-

Senior

ty for our lively seniors
in Monroe, it is also the
home of the Township’s
Office of Senior Services,
which provides vital
help, support and serv-
ices to many seniors

living in Monroe.

The key component
of the Senior Center is its
outreach program, in
which the

trained and

talented,
certified
employees visit home-
bound, disabled and
other residents in need,
determine their specific
situation, and put them
in touch with healthcare

Our Senior Center: A Hub of Activity

By Councilwoman Elizabeth Schneider

professionals, hospitals,
assisted living facilities
and homecare providers.

In addition, the Office
of Senior Services also
employs a social worker,
LPN and two certified
SHIP Health
Insurance  Assistance

(Senior
Program) counselors,

who provide direct
counseling and referral
assistance, support for
family caregivers,
Medicare assistance,
heating assistance and
other vital assistance

programs.

There are also regular
health discussions and
screenings at the Center.
Nearly every week, local
professionals specializ-
ing in medical, legal and
financial services hold
highly attended lectures
providing our seniors
with information impor-
tant to them.

the
County

Once a week,
Middlesex
Surrogate’s Office opens
its satellite office at the
Senior Center, offering
probate services to resi-
that
appointments by calling
(732) 745-3055.

dents schedule

The Center also has
numerous support
groups for those with
Parkinson’s disease,
cancer, diabetes and low
vision, as well as those
who are stroke sur-
vivors. These groups

meet regularly and
allow those living with
these chronic ailments to
meet and share their
feelings in an open, car-

ing environment.

Center
the
Monroe Township Food

The Senior
also  oversees
Pantry, which provides
food for needy resi-
dents, regardless of age,

based on eligibility.
Furthermore, the
annual Community

Cares Thanksgiving has
become a holiday tradi-
tion for many residents,
with more than 140 resi-
the

third-annual early after-

dents attending
noon feast. It includes a
family-style serving of
turkey, stuffing, mashed
potatoes,  vegetables,
bread, juice, coffee, pie
and other delicious
desserts all at a nominal
cost of $10. Planning has
already started for the

2016 event.

that

may have a hard time

For residents
making it to the Center,
free transportation is
available. Reservations

can be made by calling
(609) 448-7140.

While all of these
programs are vital to the

A panoramic view of folks enjoying a Thanksgiving Meal at the Senior Center.

ongoing success of our
Senior Center, the facili-
ty is also a great social

The
Office of Senior Services

gathering place.

offers a variety of art,
exercise and music pro-

grams.

Most recently, table
tennis has been added as
a regular activity at the
Center, on Mondays,
Tuesdays and Fridays
from 1 p.m.to4 p.m.Itis
an open-format in which
residents will play dou-
bles matches on a first-

come, first-served basis.

There is so much to
do at the Senior Center. |
would encourage all of
our senior residents to
visit the facility and
learn how they can ben-
efit from the many pro-
grams that our fantastic
staff provides.
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| Municipal Plaza * Monroe Twp., New Jersey 0883 |

ECRWSS

POSTAL CUSTOMER

Excellence and experience in a fun, loving
and caring environment created specifically
for infants through adolescents!

» Parents welcome in treatment rooms

- Convenient evening and Saturday
appointments available

* Emergency services available to our patients
* TV's in freatment rooms

CALL TODAY
18 Centre Drive, Suite 204, Monroe Township, NJ 08831

(609) 409-0499 o

www.facebook.com/MonroePediatricDentistry
www.MonroePediatricDentistry.com

oo

Q&
N %?é’:

Pediatric Dentistry

Oﬂl‘Qg

Lisa Sobel, DMD

Pediatric Dentistry Specialist
NJ Specialty Permit #5469
Diplomate of the American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

MID STATE REALTY

Call today for your..

COMPLIMENTARY
MARKET ANALYSIS

If your property is currently listed with another
broker, please disregard this offer.

¢ COMMERCIAL
¢ RESIDENTIAL
¢ LAND
¢ NEw HomES
e ADULT
COMMUNITIES
Serving:
Monmouth, Middlesex,
Burlington, Ocean
& Mercer counties

Monroe Office Plaza
391 Spotswood-Englishtown Road
Monroe Town, NJ 00831
Office: 732-251-8900 ¢ Fax: 732-251-8901
email: midstaterealtynj@verizon.net
Visit us on the web at
www.midstate-realty.com

391 Spotswood Englishtown Rd.
Monroe Twp., New Jersey 08831

John Profaci
Broker / President

When it’s time to Buy or Sell...

Rely on an Experienced Professional

to give you the true facts about this
changing Real Estate Market

¢32:251-8900

VR

hitp:/’mww.abouttownnj.com

Sign of a golden opportunity.

ut Town F’ealt,

CENTURY 21 About Town Realty
315 Forsgate Drive

Monroe, NJ 08831

732-521-5200
http://www.abouttownnj.com

“HIGHEST OVERALL SATISFACTION FOR FIRST-TIME
AND REPEAT HOME BUYERS AND SELLERS"

The Monroe News reaches every home,
husiness and post office hox in Monroe
and Jameshurg.

Innovative YOUR HEALING BEGINS HERE
Wellness 220 Forsgate Drive, Jamesburg, N)
C; . 732-656-1740
o ﬂte . www innovativewellnesscenter.com
b

Acupuncture

Chiropractic Care

Physical Therapy

Naturopathic Physician

Spinal Decompression

Therapeutic Medical Massage
Nutrition Counseling with Dietitians

~_

“Experience the difference
we can make in your health
and well being”

®
®
L]
®
®
L]
L ]

To advertise in The Monroe
News, call (9713) 313-0300.

CH

\ORTHODONTICS LLC
Orthodontics for Children, Adolescents and Adults

Complimentary Consultation

Advanced state-of-the-art office and highly trained orthodontic team
All new equipment and materials

The most modern sterilization procedures available

Digital x-rays and imaging allows you to see your treatment plan
Invisalign certified - the new invisible braces

Financing Available

Weekend appointments available

3, invisalign Preferred Provider

Orthodontics:
The beauty of a healthy smile at any age.

Susan Leiva, DMD
Orthodontist
NJ Specialty Permit #3852

609-409-1700 www.MonroeOrthoLLC.com
We are now located at...
2 Centre Drive, Suite 300, Monroe Township, NJ 0883 |




