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MINUTES OF THE MONROE TOWNSHIP
LIBRARY BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING
May 27, 2025
ATTENDING:

Members							Staff			
Ben Baum			Bob Isaacs			Leah Wagner	
Lisa Chen			Kelly Strenkowski		Karen Klapperstuck
Bernadette Yannacci		Chris Ryan				
Dr. Kelly Roselle (virtual)					Student Representative 										Jannat Zaanoun			
Guest: Allan Marain			
The meeting of the Monroe Township Library Board of Trustees was called to order at 6:32 p.m. by Ben Baum, President. 
STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE
It was noted that this meeting was in compliance with the Open Public Meetings Act.
MINUTES OF THE APRIL 15, 2025, MEETING
The minutes from the April 15, 2025, meeting were presented.
Bob Isaacs moved that the minutes of the April 15, 2025, meeting be approved as presented. Lisa Chen seconded. All were in favor.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Leah Wagner informed the Board that a new student representative has been selected. Meghana Mopidevi will start attending the meetings in June. The June meeting will be the last with Jannat serving as student representative.
Leah stated that Andrew Eason will be attending training at the Plainfield Public Library for Labor & Literacy training. 
Leah reminded the Board about the upcoming Golf Outing for the Library Foundation. The outing will be on Monday, June 9 at the Greenbriar Golf Course. There are still some open spots for golfers.
Leah mentioned that the Library received a large memorial donation. She plans to use it to add another garden to the grounds.
Leah reported that the Cultural Arts Commission has scheduled the Summer Concert series and Peter and the Wolf.
Leah will be at the New Jersey Library Association (NJLA) annual conference for the remainder of the week.
ASSISTANT DIRECTOR’S REPORT
Karen Klapperstuck discussed news from the Outreach department. The department will be working to promote At Home Services (AHS) to non-senior citizen residents of Monroe Township. The service is available for those who may have a temporary need or who are unable to get to the Library, even if they are not yet a senior citizen.
Karen informed the Board that Kelly Palombit, Outreach Manager, will be honored with the 2025 NJLA PR/Marketing Award in the PR Campaign category. This award recognizes our library’s innovative outreach efforts, particularly how we've utilized the book bike to engage with our community. While the award highlights the campaign's strategy and execution, karen noted that the success of this initiative was made possible by the support of the Friends of the Library.
Karen noted that the Library is now providing digital access to The Star Ledger. Access is available inside the Library or from home with a Monroe Township library card number and PIN.
Karen will also be at the New Jersey Library Association (NJLA) annual conference for the remainder of the week.
FINANCIAL REPORT
Leah Wagner discussed the financial reports. She noted that everything is in line for this time of year. She is watching the Contractual line.
Leah also mentioned that she has spoken with Greg Slavicek, DPW, about the controllers for the HVAC system. All of the controllers will need to be replaced. The Library will pay for two this year and then DPW will cover the cost of the remaining 50+ units needed.
COMMITTEE REPORTS
There were no committee reports.
TOWNSHIP COUNCIL REPORT
There was no Township Council report.
FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY
Leah Wagner reported that the Friends had a very successful book sale and are at work planning their annual Membership Tea.
The Friends hosted Tea with the Director  on May 6, which is a membership benefit for those at the Lifetime Member level.
The Friends have selected three recipients to receive $1,000 scholarships but the recipients have not yet been publicly announced.
MONROE TOWNSHIP SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR
Kelly Roselle reported on behalf of the Monroe Township Schools.
STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE
Jannat reported on activities in the school. Monroe Township has been recognized by the NAMM Foundation as a 2025 Best Community for Music Education. Some recent events at the high school include Junior Prom (this past Friday, 5/16), the 8th Annual Om Foundation 5k run and mile walk in Thompson Park (this past Sunday, 5/18), the World Language Induction Ceremony for Spanish, Italian, French, and Latin (Monday, 5/19), and Senior Awards night today, 5/20 at 6:30 in the MTHS PAC.

AP Testing is now over at the high school and finals will be taking place the last week of school. On Friday, May 30, Spanish and Italian Honors Societies are hosting their annual Charity Carnival event from 4-7pm which is open to the whole school district in the field behind the school. Admission is $10 per person and proceeds will benefit Operation Smile and the Mama Mare Breast Cancer Foundation.
Jannat announced that she is one of the Friends of the Library scholarship winners and is very appreciative!
FOUNDATION 
Bob Isaacs also that he was able to renew a CD at a slightly higher rate.
Bob also mentioned that he attended Former Mayor Pucci’s funeral. He reminded other Trustees that Mayor Pucci almost single-handedly made the Monroe Township Public Library happen. He noted that the Board should memorialize the former mayor in a significant way.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS
There was no unfinished business.
NEW BUSINESS
Karen Klapperstuck went over the changes and additions to the Personnel and Procedure manual. She noted the additions of the Cell Phone Policy and the Desk Cleanliness Policy. The other edits were mostly for clarification or to align the Library’s manual with language in the current union contract.
Kelly Strenkowski made a motion to accept the edits, updates and additions to the Personnel and Procedure Manual as presented. Bob Isaacs seconded the motion. All were in favor.
ACTION ON BILLS
Bernadette Yannacci moved the payment of the May bills with checks #19261 - 19302in the amount of $462,497.49. Kelly Strenkowski seconded. All were in favor.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Lisa Chen made a motion to go into Executive Session. Bob Isaacs seconded the motion. The Board went into Executive Session at 6:59 pm.
The Board of Trustees came out of Executive Session at 7:18 pm.
Bob Isaacs made a motion to appoint Karen Klapperstuck as the Library Director effective July 14, 2025. Bernadette Yannacci seconded the motion. All were in favor.
Karen Klapperstuck thanked the Board for the appointment.
OTHER
The next meeting of the Monroe Township Library Board of Trustees is scheduled for Tuesday, June 17, 2025, at 6:30 p.m. 
ADJOURNMENT
There being no other business, Bob Isaacs moved to adjourn the meeting. Bernadette Yannacci seconded the motion. The meeting adjourned at 7:22 p.m.
Respectfully submitted,
Karen Klapperstuck
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