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Fiscal Responsibility Leads to No
Increase in Municipal Tax Rate

By Mayor Gerald W. Tamburro

Thanks to careful
fiscal management, I
am pleased to report
that the Township
is moving forward
with a zero increase
in the municipal
portion of your
2017 tax bill. Our
Township Council
introduced a $56.15
million municipal
budget with a flat
tax rate April 3.

The budget maintains the
previous year’s tax rate of
45.7 cents per $100 of assessed
value. For a homeowner with
a residence assessed at the
Township average of $312,219,
that translates to an annual
municipal tax bill of $1,428.

In addition to ensuring a sta-
ble tax rate, we have facilitated
no increase for residential water
and sewer services for the
26th consecutive year. We've
also reduced our reliance on
the Township utility surplus
revenue by approximately $1
million in 2017.

After factoring in the fire dis-
tricts, the library, the school dis-
trict and Middlesex County, the
municipal tax rate in Monroe
accounts for 20 percent of your
total property tax bill.

Mayor Gerald W.
Tamburro

Visit our Facebook page “The Township of Monroe” m

Our
record of achieve-

positive

ment is primarily
due to a concerted
and ongoing effort
by

employees, volun-

residents,

teers and members
of our boards and
commissions, who
work together for
the betterment of
the

Monroe continues

community.

to offer unrivaled services, supe-
rior schools and one of the safest
communities in the state, all
while securing one of the lowest
tax rates in the County.

One of the largest capital
expenses in our 2017 budget
includes a $2.5 million purchase
of land in the southern portion
of Monroe, which will be turned
over to the school district in
the coming months. The parcel
is being considered as a future
home of an additional freestand-
ing Township middle school.

Other major capital improve-
ments in the budget include
pedestrian and road enhance-
ments along Monmouth Road,
park and ride improvements,
design of a public safety com-
plex, equipment for police, EMS
and Public Works, as well as
series of new paving projects.

We here in Monroe under-
stand the importance of capital
improvements. In recent years,
we’ve budgeted for traffic sig-
nals at Perrineville and Federal
roads and at Matchatponix and
Spotswood Gravel Hill roads
and lighting upgrades at our
library’s parking lot. These are
important facets when consider-
ing our residents” safety and
quality of life.

Despite our careful planning,
Monroe has faced declining
municipal and school state aid
for eight years now, not to
mention a statewide homestead
rebate program that passed
along dramatic cuts and shrink-
ing reimbursement checks to a
broad base of our residents. The
state’s annual reduction over the

Continued on page 3
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School Board President Kathy Kolupanowich rdllies the
crowd on the Statehouse steps on May 2. A codlition of BOE,
Township officials and residents attended the Assembly & Senate
budget hearings to demand fair school-aid funding for Monroe.

See page 4 for more information.
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Library Makerfest Celebrates
Creative Community

In today’s ever-
expanding frontier of
hobbies and interests,
inventors, crafters, artists
and the like have taken
on a more universal

label: makers.

The Monroe Town-
ship Public Library cele-
brated this creative com-
munity during its third
annual “Makerfest”

March 25.

Library staff invited
the the
Saturday event, which

public  to

catered to a myriad of
pursuits from wood-
shop to 3D printing
to sewing and even
an outdoor catapulting

demonstration.

“Our
challenge table is always

engineering

popular and a way for
us to promote science,
technology, engineering
and math, also known as
STEM education,” said
Steve Hrubes, a Monroe
librarian and Makerfest
organizer. “In the past,
we’ve challenged visi-
tors to build the tallest
tower possible out of
drinking straws... (We)
also have a retro-tech-
nology table where we
like
rotary phones, typewrit-

show off items

ers and record players.”

The Monroe Township Library Makerfest drew hundreds of
residents and visitors to the 4 Municipal Plaza site March
25 by extending free demonstrations, activities and other
nuances to the general public.

In all, 20 exhibitors
peppered the library’s
sprawling layout during
the five-hour fest.
like The
Grape Escape, Varsity

Vendors

Summer Academy, Home
Depot, Wine & Design
and Color Me Mine
were on hand selling
goods and collectibles.

Local groups, includ-
ing students from South
Brunswick and Monroe
Township high schools,
debuted some of the
latest innovations in the
robotics fields. They were
joined by the Stonebridge
Photography Club and
many talented rug-hook-
ers and woodworkers
from the Rossmoor adult

community.

“This is such a cher-
ished event in our town,”
said Mayor Gerald W.
Tamburro. “There truly
is a little something for

everyone here.”

Monroe  Township
Library is part of a
statewide initiative rec-
ognizing makers’ contri-
butions to industry, soci-

ety and quality of life.

“This just goes to
show you that libraries
are more than just books
these days,” said Monroe
Township Councilwoman
Elizabeth Schneider. “Our
library has become as
much of a social hub as it

is a place for learning.”
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Monroe Continues Cost-Saving Energy Aggregation Program
Program Saved Residents $9M Since 2013

A third

Monroe’s energy aggre-

round of

gation program — which
has

Monroe

already  saved
residents $9
million - is ready to

begin.

Since 2013, the pro-
gram has reduced par-
ticipating residents’
energy bills by locking
in lower electric rates
through the power of

bulk purchasing.
At the May 1

Township Council meet-
ing, the Township took
the first step by reautho-

rizing the program, as

required by State law.

“Monroe was one of
the first municipalities
in the state to establish
an energy aggregation
program,” said Mayor
Gerald W. Tamburro. “In
its first four years of
operation, Monroe resi-
dents  have  saved
approximately $9 mil-

lion.”

Currently, the Town-
ship has a contract with
TriEagle Energy, a com-
pany that provides elec-

tricity at a fixed price of

$.08992 kilowatt hours.
That rate represents a
12 percent savings when
compared to the tariff
the local
JCP&L.
Their contract expires

December 1, 2017.

price  of

competitor,

“During my time on
the Council, residents
have each saved hun-
dreds of dollars through
this

Councilman

program,”  said
Michael
Leibowitz. “In a world
where costs seem to
exponentially rise, it’s a

rare case when you can

tell a constituent that

their expenses are
decreasing.”
In fact, Monroe’s

average residential cus-
tomer saved approxi-
mately $600 since the

program’s inception.

half of

Monroe’s population is

“Nearly

seniors, many of whom
are living on fixed
incomes,” said Council-
Elizabeth

Schneider. “The savings

woman

are even greater for
individuals living in

all-electric houses, a

setup that’s incredibly
common in some of

our active adult commu-

nities - Clearbrook,
Concordia and
Rossmoor.”

The Township will
seek bids from qualified
firms this summer and
share more information
with residents in early
fall.

For more information
on this cost-savings pro-
gram, please contact
Harold Klein at 732-521-
4400 or by emailing
hklein@monroetwp.com.

Fiscal Responsibility

Continued from page |

past seven years has cut
the average homestead
rebate from approxi-
mately $1,200 to $500 per
qualified household.

The homestead bene-
fit program, which our
legislators  introduced
almost four decades ago,
was intended to provide
a measure of tax relief
for the State’s homeown-
ers. Unfortunately,
many of us depended on
this program to offset
yearly property
taxes and it’s become a

our

safety net we can no
longer depend on.

In response, munici-
pal officials are seeking
grant programs to fur-
ther reduce the burden

on our taxpayers .

But again, I am
pleased to report that we
will not be increasing the
municipal portion of
your tax bill. I am very
proud of and would like
to thank our officials and
staff,

tirelessly on

municipal who
worked
crafting a budget that
serves the best interest of

our great community.

Members of the Township Senior Center, friends of the Senior Center and

the Department of Transportation joined Mayor Tamburro and the Township Council
March 27 to highlight an incredibly generous donation. The Friends purchased this

| 4-passenger 2017 Ford mini-bus for the Department of Transportation, primarily to
be used to transport residents with medical issues. The Township's free curb-to-curb
medical appointments are available on a first-call, first-scheduled basis. For further
information, contact a Monroe Department of Transportation representative at

609-443-051 1.
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Monroe Fights for Fair State School Funding

By Kathy Kolupanowich, President, Monroe Township Board of Education

It has been my honor
to serve the community
as a member of the
Board for the past 18
years. During that time,
our school district has
gone from being a “good
enough” district to an
excellent school district.
At the same time, we
have grown approxi-
mately 250 students per
year.

Why are we adding
so many students to our
district? It's because of
the reputation Monroe

has for giving ALL stu-
dents the educational
opportunities needed to
succeed. While we excel
in many areas, it is our
special education pro-
grams that attracts many
families. Eighteen per-
cent of our student pop-
ulation is classified,
which affects 30 percent
of our operating budget.
We have won awards for
district technology and
this past December, our
Monroe Township High
School Marching Band

Y

S 4 T, A

It was a First! Monroe Township Library staff mem-
bers, Lynette Fucci and Rebecca Osowski, brought
their show on the road April 7, for the first-ever “First
Friday." The program brings story time and an activity
to residents and families at the First Aid Building,

47 Monmouth Road, the first Friday of the month.

represented the State of
New Jersey at the 75th
Anniversary of Pearl
Harbor in Hawaii. What

an honor for our
students and school
district.

At 43 square miles,
we bus approximately
95 percent of our stu-
dents because the major-
ity of our schools are
located on main roads
with no sidewalk access.
We need to maintain the
safety and security for
all our children.

Sixty percent of our
residents live in planned
retirement communities.
Our senior citizens have
hard their
whole lives to be able to

worked

enjoy the fruits of their
retirement years.

We need help, and we
need it now. As our
Mayor recently stated,
$39 million goes to
Trenton from Monroe
and we receive back
only $3M from the State.
That means that $36 mil-
lion, coming out of the
pockets of Monroe resi-
dents, goes to other dis-
tricts. Again, how is that

[ 4

The Ad Hoc Committee led a petition drive to gather
some 8,000 signatures from residents in support of fair
school-aid funding for Monroe. (Mayor Tamburro, School
Board President Kolupanowich and Council Vice President

Schneider pictured here)

Mayor Tamburro and Council President Dalina joined

School Board President Kathy Kolupanowich and member
Patty Lang, as well as residents at a fair funding signature
drive at the Recreation Center April 7.

fair? The “hold harm-
less” provision of the
School Funding Reform
Act of 2008 is hurting
school districts like ours
with growing student

populations while bene-
titing those who have
shrinking enrollments. It
is now time for less talk

and more action.

The Monroe News is now accepting

Gall (973) 315-0300

4
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Fair Funding Highlights for the School District

By Dr. Michael Kozak, Superintendent, Monroe Township School District

The Monroe Town-
ship Board of Education,
under the direction of
board President Kathy
Kolupanowich, formed
an Ad Hoc Committee
for the purpose of secur-
ing fair funding for the
Monroe Township School
District (MTSD). This
committee, chaired by
board member Ken
Chiarella, is comprised
of members of our adult
communities, Township
Council, Board of Edu-
cation, Parent-Teacher
Organizations, Monroe
Township  Education
Association, parents and
community members
and school district
administrators. The Ad
Hoc Committee is explor-
ing various strategies to
secure the funding due to
the taxpayers of Monroe
Township. Actions taken
so far include:

1. Supporting the
Board of Education reso-
lution passed at its
March 29, 2017 meeting:

a. In its continuing
fight for fundamental
fairness in State Aid
School Funding, I hereby
move that the Monroe
Township Board of
Education support and
endorse the legislative
initiatives of Sen. Linda
Greenstein, Assemblyman
Wayne DeAngelo and
Assembly- man Daniel
Benson, as set forth in
their letter to the
Governor, Speaker and
Senate President dated

March 22, 2017

(“Letter”), to:

i. Eliminate growth
limitations and hold
harmless provisions in
the school funding for-
mula in the current
budget cycle to provide
additional state aid to
the Monroe Township
School District;

ii. Reform the school-
funding formula in the
current budget cycle to
provide additional state
aid to the Monroe Town-
ship School District; and

iii. Design and legis-
late a new funding for-
mula, which will create
more equitable state
aid school funding for
the Monroe Township
School District.

2. Attending the
Assembly  Education
Committee hearing with
Acting Commissioner
Kimberly Harrington on
April 24 and May 2, 2017
at the Statehouse in
Trenton.

3. Securing thou-

sands of signatures from

Busloads of Monroe supporters calling for fair

Monroe Township com-
munity members on a
petition to demand Fair
Funding for Monroe
Township. This petition
is being delivered to
Governor Christie and
NJ Legislators to demon-
strate that Monroe
Township residents
demand action NOW!

4. Collaborating with
school districts from
South, Central and North
Jersey to coordinate our
efforts and share ideas on
how to secure funding
for underfunded school
districts throughout New
Jersey.

5. Exploring the pos-
sibility of filing a lawsuit
against the State of New
Jersey to guarantee that
the Monroe Township
School District is award-
ed its proper amount of
state funding.

The fight for Fair
Funding will continue
until the taxpayers
of Monroe Township
receive their fair share of
funding from the State
of New Jersey.

school-aid funding took to Trenton's Statehouse during April
24 and May 2 Assembly and Senate Budget Committee

hearings.

_‘I 10 Years

DID YOU KNOW THAT:

* Monroe Township is the 25th LEAST
FUNDED district in the State

* Monroe Students are not receiving

their share of fair funding

* Fully Funding the Formula as intend-
ed will reduce the tax burden to

Monroe residents

A DVERTORIAL

Parker Celebrates

(From left) Monroe Township Mayor Gerald
Tamburro and Council Vice President Elizabeth

“Betty” Schneider join Roberto Muiiiz, President
and CEO of Parker, at the VIP cocktail party at
Parker Cottage in Highland Park. The cocktail
party was part of Parker’s |[0th Anniversary
celebration where Mr. Mufiz unveiled the
non-profit’s new brand and intention to “make
aging part of life.”
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I District Approves

For 110 years, PARKE
been challenging, ci
and expanding what
means to grow olde

in America.

We are discovering
ways to make aging=

manageable,
relatable, and
enriching for all.

Join us in making

aging part of life
@Parkerlifeorg.

000

er

we make aging part of life ™

(732) 902-4200

www.Parkerlife.org

Locations: New Brunswick | Piscataway
Somerset | Highland Park | Monroe Township

School Budget

Lowest Increase in More Than a Decade

The Monroe Town-
ship Board of Education
approved the school dis-
trict budget for the 2017-
18 school year at its
April 26 meeting.

This budget includes
provisions for the addi-
tion of 500 new students,
addressing aging facili-
ties, securing curricular
resources to ensure stu-
dents continue to receive
a high-quality education
and adding new staff
members to keep stu-
dent-teacher ratios at
acceptable levels.

“The bottom line, the
cost to the average
homeowner will only be
$37.43 for the year,” said
school board President
Kathy Kolupanowich.

The 2017-18 school
budget provides for the
implementation of the
New Jersey Student
Learning  Standards,
Next Generation Science
Standards, programs/
resources for Science,
Technology, Engineering
and Math (STEM),
Advanced Placement,
AVID, Special Education
and athletic and co-cur-
ricular programs.

In addition, four new
passenger buses, as
required by law, partial
roof replacement and
asphalt replacement at
Oak Tree and Barclay
Brook  Schools are
included in this budget.

“All of these provi-
sions were secured while
keeping the tax impact

on residents to one of
the lowest rates in nine
years,” said School
Superintendent Dr.
Michael Kozak. “Through
smart negotiations with
our health care provider
by Michael Gorski,
business administrator,
excellent oversight of
curricular programs by
Dr. Dori Alvich, assistant
superintendent of
schools, excellent man-
agement of facilities by
Gerald Tague, director of
facilities, and the cooper-
ation of all administra-
tors, teachers and staff,
the tax impact is being
kept to a minimum.”

Parent-Teacher
organizations and asso-
ciations provided valu-
able financial resources
through their fundrais-
ing efforts.

This budget also con-
tinues the many shared
service agreements
between Mayor Gerald
W. Tamburro and the
Township Council, as
well as other agencies
and school districts.

The addition of new
homes in  Monroe
Township also adds new
revenue through the col-
lection of property taxes.

“The support and
oversight of the Monroe
Township Board of
Education makes all of
this possible,” Kozak
said.
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Local Sports

Senior Breaks Goal Record in Girls Lacrosse &, «endi Lomauro, MTHS junior

Four-year
player Kara Turco broke

varsity

the record for most goals
in the Monroe Girls
Lacrosse Program on
April 4, 2017.

With 163 goals, Turco
surpassed the 161 record
set by Jen Garavente in
2010.

During her freshman
season, Turco recorded
37 goals and 32 assists
for a total of 69 points in
her first year of high
school lacrosse. In her
second season, she
added 54 goals and 46

assists to her statistics.

Turco also has two
other records under her
belt. This season, she
scored her 300th point —
a combination of goals
and assists — with the
help of her 65 goals and
62 assists at the end of
the third season.

As of May 8, Turco
had 400 total points
recorded.

She holds a third
record for highest total
career assists.

In that same time-
frame, Turco totaled 166

assists and with half the
season remaining and
that number was expect-
ed to grow.

This season, Turco
has done big things for
the team.

In a 19-5 victory over
Edison High School,
Turco scored nine goals,
which ties with her
career-high in a prior

win over South
Plainfield.
Along with those

nine goals, she had five
assists, calling it a day
with 14 points.

In the 10 games
already played in the
2017 season, Turco has
never left empty-hand-
ed. She’s recorded at
least one goal in each of
those game.

The starting athlete’s
described
her performance on the
field in three words:
hardworking, motivat-
ing and reliable.

Off the field, those
words consisted of: car-
ing, energetic and bubbly.

teammates

As of press time,
Turco and teammates

MONROE

345 |

Kara Turco
Photo is courtesy of the Monroe
Township School District

were fresh off a GMC
Conference Champion-
ship win and prepping
for State finals.

A Successful Bowling Season &, rxsimon

Girls’ Team

With a record of 14-0,
the girls” bowling team
stood in second place
this season, just before
Brick, which had played
four more games. The
talented girls on the team
were also able to win
the Greater Middlesex
Conference (GMCs).

The tournament was
held at the Woodbridge
Bowling Center on Feb. 7.
The team had to beat
South Plainfield in the
semifinals and then
Edison in the finals. This
tournament was held in
the Red Division, where
the most skilled teams in
Middlesex play against
each other.

The top scorers of

the match were junior
Victoria Stasicky with
607 pins, senior Sara
Wysokowski with 585
pins and sophomore
Bridget Bolan with 571
pins.

The girls” team credits
much of its success to a
highly-developed skillset.

To top off the season,
players forged close-knit
bonds over the course of
several months as they
celebrated victories and
rose to many challenges
in harmonious fashion.

“I'm just extremely
proud of our team this
year,” said senior Ashley
Borsuk. “My favorite
part of every game was
when we would cheer
on our teammates; and

no matter what hap-
pened in that frame, we
would stay positive. The
Monroe girls bowling
team has never been
undefeated, or division
champions, and I feel
like our entire team
close

became such

friends.”
Boys’ Team

The Monroe Town-
ship High School boys’
bowling team ended
their season in seventh
place out of 20 schools.

Boys from all grades
traveled all around cen-
tral New Jersey to repre-
sent Monroe with the
final record of 9-5.

High school teams
were separated into four
groups at the Central

MTHS Freshman

Photo is courtesy of the Monroe Township School District

Jersey Sectional Tourn-
ament. Monroe won
their group by knocking
down a total of 3,039
pins, earning the team a
spot in the Tournament

of Champions.

Two students from
the team, sophomores
Louie Folgore and Ryley
McKiernan, performed
exceptionally well and
were invited to the indi-

vidual Tournament of
Champions. This exclu-
sive competition is only
for the top 15 bowlers at

the Central Jersey
Sectional.
Folgore and

McKiernan had both
totaled 668 pins by the
end of the tournament.
These
played against 67 other

two students

Continued on page 8
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Around the Town

In Its Third Year, Monroe Community Garden Flourishes

It's on every garden-
er’s wish list: a sun-
soaked plot of ground to
sow their seed and one
day reap the fruits of
their labor.

The Monroe Town-
ship Community Garden,
now in its third season,
is again granting green
thumb wishes.

Between March and
the pre-
served 12-acre Apple-
garth Road park gives
residents the option to
rent a 10-by-10 foot or
10-by-20 foot garden for
a nominal fee and on an
annual basis.

November,

“1 was one of the
happy gardeners in
2015,” said Middlesex

County Freeholder Leslie
Koppel, former Monroe
councilwoman and a
current resident. “It was
a lot of fun and a lot of
work as I would head to
the garden before work
early in the morning to
water and weed my
plot, making sure my
veggies were doing well.
Last year marked the
first time I was able to
successfully grow an
eggplant, which was
delicious, I might add.”

Koppel is one of
more than 100 gardeners
who cultivate a corner,
according  to  Joel
Greenberg, vice-presi-
dent of the Friends of
the Monroe Township

Community Garden, the

organization charged
with the operation.

Plot usage has sprung
up from 96 in the first
year to 176 last year. It is
expected to once again
peak in 2017, Greenberg
said.

Flowers, vine plants,
tomatoes and basil are
just a fraction of the veg-
etation produced on the
property, some of which
is distributed to local
emergency-food  pro-
viders, Koppel added.

Presently, the Friends,
the nonprofit charitable
arm of the organization,
is exploring the installa-
tion of a greenhouse on
the property, Greenberg
said. ~The property

TUSK

The Ultimate Fleetwood
Mac Tribute at the
Richard P Marasco Center for
Performing Arts on April 3.

Be on the lookout for
the summer concert
series in the park.

Visit www.monroetownshipculturalarts.com for upcoming events.

DR o

Margaret

ﬁnd Richard DelPriore

B T

tend their bountiful,

green space in the Monroe Community Garden.

already boasts a small
rest handicap
accessibility and a paved
parking lot to make it
easier for gardeners and
visitors.

Other  long-range
plans involve a butterfly

area,

Photo provided by Joel Greenberg.

garden, a children’s
park and an environ-
mental pavilion.

More information
regarding the Monroe
Township Community
Garden may be found at
www.monroetwpcom-
munitygarden.com.

A Successful
Bowling Season

Continued from page 7

bowlers across New
Jersey on Feb. 15. To get
this far in the champi-
onship, the boys worked
hard all

improve form, as well as
control of the ball.

season to

Since the beginning
of the season, practices
were held from 2:30 to
4:30 p.m. at Knob Hill
Lanes in Manalapan.
Before each game,
bowlers were given 10
minutes to practice on

the lane.

At the games, six

bowlers from each
school were split among
numerous lanes and
played three games. The
top five scores for
Monroe are compared to
the opposing team's and
a point is awarded to the
team with the highest
total score by the end.
Points are also received
by winning a game on a
lane. There are four
points available to earn

in a single match.
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Around the Town

Monroe Marching Band Performs at Pearl Harbor

For most Monroe High
School students, it was a
once-in-a-lifetime trip.

Sixty members of
the band travelled to
Honolulu,
December to play and
march in a parade honor-
ing the men and women
who died at Pearl Harbor.

Martin Griffin, the
band director and coor-
dinator of Arts
Careers Technology,
described the whirlwind
trip that began on Dec. 5
and ended on Dec. 9.

Hawaii in

and

The trip came during
the 75th anniversary of
the bombings of Pearl
Harbor, where just before
8 a.m. on Dec. 7, 1941,
Japanese planes bombed
the America naval base,
killing more than 2,000
American soldiers and
sailors. The attack led
directly to the U.S. entry
into World War II.

Monroe students were
joined by groups from all
over the U.S., who paid
tribute to the fallen ser-
vicemen and women.
Monroe represented the
sole New Jersey band at
the event.

About 60 of Monroe’s
students went on the vol-
untary trip. Over a year
and a half, program par-
ticipants helped raise
$1,925 for each student
who attended. Funds
raised the
round-trip airfare, hotel,

covered

meals,
and

transportation
admission costs.
About 30 parents accom-
panied the troop as well.

Aside from marching
in the parade, students
performed with the
Marine Corps Pacific
Band and received an
up-close look at both the
USS Arizona and USS

Missouri.

We Must Never Forget...

The Henry Ricklis Holocaust Memorial Committee hosted its annual Yom HaShoah

Observances May 7 at | p.m. at the Richard P Marasco Performing Arts Center. The event was a
moving experience with this year's programming topic, “Where the Jews Found Refuge.” At a May |
meeting, the Monroe Township Council, including Council Vice President Elizabeth Schneider, honored
members of the organizing Committee and survivors (pictured here), who shared their accounts of
the Holocaust with the public.

.

==

“The biggest benefit
was the students heard
from surviving veter-
ans,” said Griffin.

The annual and offi-
cial Pearl Harbor com-
memoration
more than 3,000 parade
participants, including
marching bands, junior
and active duty military
units, along with cultural

featured

d K
- R
o | AR | > ~
= |

and civic organizations.

This year’s theme was
one of reconciliation,
which aimed to “remem-
ber the events of the
past while celebrating the
future” and that “once
bitter enemies can become
friends and allies.”

After riding in the
parade with his fellow

Photo is courtesy of the Monroe Township School District

veterans, one Pearl
Harbor survivor com-
mented, “It was remark-
able to witness both
American and Japanese
people waiving and
applauding for us...Iwill
never forget this night,”
according to a release
the

Parade administration.

from Memorial

Holocaust survivors played an integral part
in the May 7/ observance, with programming
that included songs, prayer, poetry, ceremony
and keynote speaker and author AJ Sidransky.
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Around the Town

(MONROE TOWNSHIP'S PREFERRED]
JEWISH FUNERAL HOME

Honoring all Traditions with Quality,
Affordable, Personalized Funerals

Lowest Service Charges in the area,
GUARANTEED

Pre-Need Arrangement Specialists

Monument Services Available

Nationally Honored for Service Exce"ence

Mount Sinai Y

X £ —_—e————————————————————— =
o 9
% Memenial. . = Serving families of all, _fmrEr
AFFORDABLE CREMATION SERVICES 7 ke o
Professional Livensed Funeral Director
with over 15 years evperienoe.

Available 24 hours 7 dﬂyﬂ a wevk
Affordable pricing and tuneral packages

CHRISTINE A, CUOCO i o, Montdl Acciwied

MANAGER
NI LIC. NO, 4538 Seroiug all of New }n&'y Auwsﬁ'h"hl‘y hl
ALL lecal ¢ i Tuesdineg
862.368.2626 Meworial, E&#Bﬂm‘uuk and Mot lair,

SPECIALIZING IN HINDU CREMATION RITES
WEEKEND SERVICES AVAILABLE

202 STOCKTON STREET | HIGHTSTOWN, NJ 08520
T 6094484717 | WWW.RUBYMEMORIALHOME.COM

¢ YOURH IN INS HE
Memorial Chapels, Inc. Innovative ) YOURHEALING BEGiNs HeRe
220 Forsgate Drive, Jamesburg, NJ
454 Cramboury Read), Bust Brumswid, NJ Wellness 732-656-1740
(732) 390-9199 Center ec. AR R
www.MSMC .us Cl'l(-;')r-::-t."r!,a{ 10 Years of Health & Weliness! s S—

P. KULBACKI, MGR. NJ LIC, NO, 3381 y \ pu Chiropractic Care

L1 J/ “Experience the difference ® Physical Therapy
= | we can make in your health ® Spinal Decompression
The Monroe “ews IS now ‘ 1 and well being” ® Therapeutic Medical Massage

i ®

can (973) 315-0300

Nutrition Counseling with Dietitians

WHY CHOOSE US?

N L
CQOPER
Pesd Solulions

Bugs are Smart, We're Smarter

Pest-Proof Your Summer!

Our Summer Services Include:
* Bite-Free Mosquito Program

» Tick Prevention Services
* Termite Prevention
* And Much More!

» Carpenter Bee and Wasp Removal

» Ant Elimination and Control

855-486-1120 - CooperPest.com

. I R R R R I I I I A O I B A A A R R A I ]
. .

F This offer is available for new clients only 1
: ave and cannot be combined with any other :
. offers or discounts. One time services are .
. not eligible for this offer. Expires 8/30/17. .
- -

on any Pest Control Program

$ OFF ALL Stinging Insect
Nest Removals

This offer is available for new clients only and cannot be combined with other
offers or discounts, Offer is good for bee, vellow jacket, wasp, and
hernet nest removal. Offer expires 8/30/17.

Purchase any Annual
Home Service and the first
installment is FREE!

Protect you home from pests and rodents year round with our preventative service,
Please call for service details, Expires 8/30/17,
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Around the Town

There Can Bper

Arthritis

Back Pain

Cancer Pain
Compression Fractures
Diabetic Neuropathy
Failed Back Surgery,
Fibromyalsia
Herniated Discs
MuscularyPain

Necks Pﬁn
Osteoporosis

Post Herpetic Neuralgia
RSD

Sciatica

Shoulder Pain

Spinal Stenosis

UDAY N BHATT, MD | pain management

Interventional Pain Fellowship Trained
Diplomat American Board of Pain Medicine, Diplomat American Board of Interventional Pain.

SAPC Specializing in Interventional Pain Management Procedures

‘I-lllllllll'lll'.'."‘

Professional Center
Hamilton Square, NJ 08690 ¢ 2109 Klockner Road
Monroe, NJ 08831 » 2 Research Way, Suite 206  behind CVS on Applegarth Road

Flemington, NJ 08822 ¢ 5 Walter E. Foran Blvd, Suite 2005
Call Toll Free: 1-877-SPINE-81 ¢ 1-609-587-6070 ¢ Fax: 1-609-587-7080  www.njsapc.com

tinjspine0al2

Spring 2017 « The Monroe News



Recreation Calendar of Events

The Recreation Events Calendar will no longer be mailed out separately at

the beginning of each year and will now be included in The Monroe News.
It will also be available online at www.monroetwp.com.

June 2017

Monroe Township Department of Recreation
120 Monmouth Road ¢ Monroe Twp., NJ 0883
732-723-5000 ¢ monroerec.com

Sun Mon Thu Fri Sat
Summer Rec Camp and I 2 3
P MAYOR'S CUP WOMEN'S
MTSEPA Camp TENNIS, Concordia, 8 AM
june 26-july 27 WRESTLING TOURN.
Community Center
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
MONROE WOLVERINES PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
Monthly Meeting Community Center,
Community Center, 7 PM
7 PM
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
RECREATION ADVISORY [ MTBA General MAYOR'S CUP MEN'S
BOARD MEETING Membership Meeting TENNIS, Concordia,
Community Ctr, 7 PM Community Center, 8 AM
SENIOR LUNCH & LEARN | 7 pMm
Community Ctr, || AM
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
MTGSA Board Meeting FIRST DAY OF SUMMER |JR. FALCON FOOTBALL | JR. FALCON
7PM Community Center,
7 PM
25 26MAYORS CUPWOMENS | 27 28 29 30
GOLF Concordia, 8 AM__ | FUTURE FALCON FUTURE FALCON FUTURE FALCON
SOCCER CAMP SOCCER CAMP SOCCER CAMP
AMP & MTSEPA CAMP
Euture élcor? Socc?Camp LADY FALCON LADY FALCON LADY FALCON
Lady Falcon Softball Camp SOFTBALL CAMP SOFTBALL CAMP SOFTBALL CAMP

July 2017

Monroe Township Department of Recreation
120 Monmouth Road ¢ Monroe Twp., NJ 08831
732-723-5000 ¢ monroerec.com

CELEBRATE INDEPENDENCE DAY

AT THOMPSON PARK
JULY 4, 2017

FESTIVITIES BEGIN AT 5:00PM

FIREWORKS AT DUSK

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
TENNIS LESSONS 8 Classes: Days & Times Vary |
Time: Momings
Who: Students Grade 4-12, Adults 55+
Where: MTHS Tennis Courts
Fee: $25, $30 or $15 based on Class
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
JULY 4TH PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB
CELEBRATION Community Center,
Thompson Park, 5 PM 7 PM
with fireworks at dusk
9 10 ( 12 13 14 15
MAYOR'S CUP MEN'S Lady Falcon Volleyball MAYOR'S CUP BASKET- | Lady Falcon Volleyball
GOLF, Concordia, 8 AM Camp BALL, Comm. Ctr, 6 PM | Camp
Lady Falcon Volleyball Camp | Boys Lacrosse Camp Lady Falcon Volleyball Camp [ Boys Lacrosse Camp
Boys Lacrosse Camp Boys Lacrosse Camp
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Beginner Golf Camp _|\|_’|§\\IY’\(“)SRE CcuUpP '(I;AB%EPM EHOTOCGRAPH; |:)C[E/%UB Beginner Golf Camp Beginner Golf Camp
, Comm. Ctr, omm. Center,
Farm Camp Beginner Golf Camp Beginner Golf Camp Farm Camp Farm Camp
Girls Lacrosse Camp Farm Camp Farm Camp Girls Lacrosse Camp
Boys Lacrosse Camp Boys Lacrosse Camp
23 24 L Squirts Sports Camp 25 26 27 28 29
Lady Falcon Field Hockey Camp il Squirts Sports Camp | Lil" Squirts Sports Camp | Last Day of Summer Rec [ Squirts Sports Camp
30 31 Falcon &Jr. Falcon BRall | Lady Falcon Field Hockey | Lady Falcon Field Hockey Cé}mD &MTSEPA Camp
Camp, Intro Karate, Mini Ninja Camp Camp Lil' Squirts Sports Camp
&]r. Golf Camp Lady Falcon Field Hockey Camp
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The Recreation Events Calendar will no longer be mailed out separately at

the beginning of each year and will now be included in The Monroe News.
It will also be available online at www.monroetwp.com.

August 2017

Monroe Township Department of Recreation
120 Monmouth Road ¢ Monroe Twp., NJ 0883 |
732-723-5000 ¢ monroerec.com

Recreation Calendar of Events

POzt - EOMMERITT PARTmIRANTr.

Annual Fishing Derby

at Thompson Park

D:00AM, August 15th

FREE FUN FAMILY EVENT

Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
I NATL NIGHT OUT |2 PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB |3 YOUTH GOLF CLINIC 4 5
Community Ctr, 7 PM Applegarth Range, 9 AM
Check Out Our Thompson Park, 6 PM y Ctr, ppleg ge. FALCON BBALL, R FALCON
C Calendar! FALCON BBALL, R FALCON FALCON BBALL, JR FALCON FALCON BBALL, JR FALCON BBALL, INTRO KARATE, MNI
amp Cailenaar: BRALL, INTRO KARATE, MINI BRALL, INTRO KARATE, MNI BRALL, INTRO KARATE, MNI NINJAS, JUNIOR GOLF CAMPS
NINJAS, JUNIOR GOLF CAMPS | NINJAS, JUNIOR GOLF CAMPS | NINJAS, JUNIOR GOLF CAMPS
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
FUTURE FALCON FUTURE FALCON FUTURE FALCON FUTURE FALCON LADY FALCON
SOCCER CAMP SOCCER CAMP SOCCER CAMP SOCCER CAMP BASKETBALL CAMP
LADY FALCON LADY FALCON LADY FALCON LADY FALCON
BASKETRALL CAMP BASKETRALL CAMP BASKETRALL CAMP BASKETBALL CAMP
13 14 I5 ANNUALFSHING DERBY, | 1 6 PHOTOGRAPHY CLUB, |17 18 19
FALCON BBALL, JR FALCON BBALL | Thompson Park, 9 AM | Community Ctr, 7 PM | FALCON BBALL R FALCON BBALL | FALCON BASKETBALL CAMP
HIP-HOP GYM, TWIRLING, R. - - | R ENG FOR KIDS, APPRENTICE | R FALCON BASKETBALL CAMP
ENG FOR KIDS, APPRENTICE ENG, | HOP GYM, TWIRLING, JR. ENG FORKIDS, | HOP GYM, TWIRING, JR. ENG FORKIDS, | ENG, CHILDREN'S THEATRE, R ENGINEERING FOR KIDS CAVP
CHILDREN'S THEATRE, CREATIVE | APPRENTICE ENG, CHILD'S THEATRE, | APPRENTICE ENG, CHILD'S THEATRE. | CREATIVE WRTG, FUTURE
WRTG, FUTURE FALCON BASERALL | CREATVE WRTG FUTURE FALCON BASTRALL [ CREATIVEWRTG FUTURE FALCON BASERALL | FALCON BASEBALL CAMPS APPRENTICE ENGINEERING CAMP
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
BRICKS 4 KIDZ LEGO CAMP | BRICKS 4 KIDZ LEGO CAMP | BRICKS 4 KIDZ LEGO CAMP | BRICKS 4 KIDZ LEGO CAMP | BRICKS 4 KIDZ LEGO CAMP
HEALTHY LFESTYLES CAMP | HEALTHY LIFESTYLES CAMP | HEALTHY LIFESTYLES CAMP | HEALTHY LIFESTYLES CAMP | FEALTHY LIFESTYLES CAMP
SUMMER ART CAMP SUMMER ART CAMP SUMMER ART CAMP SUMMER ART CAMP
27 28 29 30 31 PRE-K MAD SCIENCE CAMP 2%
) DATES: A t 7-1 1 TH, Mon-Fri !
FILM CAMP FILM CAMP MAYOR'S CUP DUP. BRIDGE, | FILM CAMP are Pr:_glg'sBoys oo ;‘rs ﬁ“
Senior Ctr, | | AM PACKAGE A: 9:30-10:1 5AM*PACKAGE B: 10:30-11:15AM
FILM CAMP WHERE: Monroe Community Center * FEE: $58 per Package
TOPICS: Water Works, Bug Buddies, Stellar Space, Mad Mixtures,
Playing with Polymers

SPRING 2017

NATIONALLY RECOGNIZED i
LEAPFROG
HOSPITAL
SAFETY
GRADE

Receiving the highest grade
for patient safety means a lot to us.
It means even more to our patients.

At CentraState, quality starts with patient safety.

Qur "A” grade from the Leapfrog Group — an independent, national health care
rating organization — places us among the top-performing medical centers

in the nation for patient safety. This elite designation is the result of our high

<0> CentraState
Medical Center

|3

standards and relentless efforts to provide the safest care to our patients.

To learn more, visit centrastate.com/leapfrog.
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Around the Town

A Meet and Greet with Monroe Staff

Danielle Racioppi,
CHRM

Certified Human
Resource Manager

Patricia Reid, CMR,
RMC

Certified Municipal
Registrar, Registered
Municipal Clerk

Robert Hudak, PP,
AICP

Professional Planner
American Institute of
Certified Planners

Q: Give us some
details about your back-
ground.

A: As far as my back-
ground, I worked for
Marlboro Township for
18 vyears. I kind of
worked my way up
through the ranks, ulti-
mately being named
their human resources
director. But I started as
a part-time receptionist.

Q: What are some of
your duties?

Q: Can you tell us a
little about your back-
ground?

A: T started with the
Township in January of
1997.

Q: What are some of
your everyday responsi-
bilities?

A: The office handles
the agendas for the
council meetings. We
create and process all

Q: What were you
doing prior to signing
on with Monroe?

A:T'm a licensed pro-
fessional planner. Prior
to coming to Monroe, I
was Director of planning
and zoning in Cranford
for nine years.

Q: What are some of
your day-to-day duties?
A: T oversee the plan-
ning activities, like the
boards, open space and

A: We're improving
our policies and proce-
dures. I do have an
open-door policy for
any HR issues. Employ-
ees can come to me for
guidance on any issues.
I also handle new hires,
recruiting and grievance
issues.

Q: Any new initia-
tives in store for your
department?

A: Right now, we're
streamlining all aspects

of human resources,
including training and
education.

Q: What sort of chal-
lenges do you encounter
with your job?

A: The balancing act
between employees and
management: getting
both parties to under-
stand one another’s
views, trying to be fair
while  finding  that
happy medium between
the two.

the ordinances and reso-
lutions.

Also, we’re responsi-
ble for the local election
— the set-up at the 43
polling districts, the hir-
ing of 170 poll workers
and the processing and
tallying of results.

We handle more than
4,000 animal licenses in
a year, in addition to
food
licenses, towing permits

licenses, liquor

and marriage and death
certificates.

Q: Moving forward,
do you have goals for
the office in mind?

A: Going paperless.
We've purchased lap-
tops for the council. It’s
a cost-saving measure
for the Township.

Q: What's the hardest
part about your job?

A: You need to be

other land-use matters.

Q: What’s the most
difficult part about your
job?

A: T think the most
difficult part of the job is
creating a vision for the
Township, and marrying
that vision to the reality.

Q: What would you
say is the most gratify-
ing part of your work?

A: When the vision

becomes a reality and
the public benefits from
that.

Q: Anything you’'d
like to share with resi-
dents?

A: If they have ques-
tions about develop-
ment in the community,
they should feel free to
contact my office. I want
people to know we are

open and accessible.

Q: What's usually the
most gratifying moment

of your day?

A: When I'm ensur-
ing that all of our
employees — no matter
how small their task -
perform their jobs pro-
fessionally, efficiently
and courteously. This
way they can see to it
that our residents are

walking away satisfied.

able to go from one
thing to another in a
minute. It's about being
able to multitask.

Q: What part of this
job do you find most
gratifying?

A: A lot of times,
we're the first stop for
anyone that moves into
the town...It feels good
when they leave here
looking satisfied.

Municipal
Gomplex’s
Hours of

Operation:

8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

| Municipal Plaza,
Monroe, NJ 0883 |

Phone: 732-521-4400

|4
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Around the Town

The Township marked
this year’s Arbor Day
with a tree planting at
Oak Tree Elementary
School April 28 with stu-
dents at the center of the
annual ceremony.

Groups of enthusiastic
children entertained
crowds with an eco-
themed song, a poem and
even a rap.

But more importantly,
as a welcoming gesture,
they took up a small
shovel and pails to bury
and water a newly plant-
ed silk lilac, donated by
Shade Tree Commission
Member Sean Hluchy,
owner of Tidbury Creek.

“It's great for students
to watch it grow and
know they had a piece
in Arbor Day,” said
Assistant School Super-

intendent Dr. Dori Alvich
from the podium to
onlooking parents, resi-
dents, officials and chil-
dren.

Weaved into the pro-
gramming were speeches
by Township officials,
school administrators, as
well as members of the
Shade Tree Commission,
a nonprofit assisting indi-
viduals with the selec-
tion, planting and care of
trees since 1926.

Several speakers noted
the many benefits of
trees, placing particular
emphasizes on the role
that they play in lessen-
ing the carbon footprint.

“A tree is a living
thing,” said Council-
woman Elizabeth
Schneider. “It breathes. It
comforts. It shades.”

Oak Tree is one of
many district host sites
for Monroe’s Arbor Day
tree-planting tradition,
which dates back more
than a decade and typi-
cally rotates between the
Township’s various
schools each year.

“It will be enjoyed by
students and teachers for
many years to come,”
said School Board
President Kathy
Kolupanowich of the
most recent arbor addi-
tion.

At the close of the cer-
emony, attendees not
only walked away with a
greater appreciation for
trees, but with a compli-
mentary seedling of their
own to plant.

“We want to do more
than just educate, we

w

Monroe Shade Tree Commission forester Gary

Lovallo, schools Oak Tree Elementary students on tree
upkeep and care during the April 28 Arbor Day celebration.

want to give our students
the tools in which to
apply that education,”
said School Superinten-
dent Dr. Michael Kozak.
“The detailed planning

and collaboration
between all these various
parties is what makes this
event so successful each
year — a streak we hope to
continue in 2018.”

In Recognition of Recognition

EMS Tapped for
NJDOH’s “Most Out-
standing Call”’ Award

The New Jersey State
Department of Health
named the Monroe
Township  Emergency
Medical Services among
its recipients of a “most
outstanding calls of 2016”
award at a Nov. 19 cere-
mony in Atlantic City.

The state agency
bestowed the honor, fol-
lowing a New Jersey
Turnpike traffic accident
that left several armed
forces members serious-
ly injured on April 14,
2016.

In conjunction with
other local emergency
responders, Monroe’s
personnel rendered aid
to four soldiers involved
in a Humvee accident,
caused by a tire blow-
out, just south of New
Brunswick.

Personnel arrived on
the scene to find mem-
bers of the Army Reserve
Unit 533rd Brigade
Support Battalion, based
out of Queens, NY, eject-
ed and pinned under the
vehicle.

Monroe’s EMS
received recognition for
employing techniques

that were responsible for
saving the lives of two of
the individuals involved
in that crash.

Monroe Ranks
Nationally Among
Safest Communities

Monroe  Township
ranked the
nation’s safest cities this
year, according to two
surveys released this
spring.

Using data from a
recent FBI
Crime Report, as well as
lodging their own com-
prehensive
investigations, SafeWise

among

Uniform

internal

the
Council for Home Safety
and Security, two inde-
pendent security strate-
gy companies, respec-
tively named Monroe
Township the 46th safest
city in the U.S. and the
10th in New Jersey.

Of the Township’s
approximate population
of 43,000, only 3.8 prop-
erty crimes occur per
1,000 residents, according
to www.safewise.com/

and National

safest-cities-america.

In its report, Safewise
describes Monroe as a
“safe  respite” and
applauds police for their

NEW JERSEY
%,

. £,
crime- 37, ovF

fighting
tactics, as

well as the Township’s
offerings of disaster-pre-
paredness and CPR
training.

“Safety on all fronts,
makes for a thriving
city,” Safewise states.

In order to meet pre-
requisites, eligible cities
must have a population
of 15,000 or more for
Safewise or a minimum
of 5,000 for the National
Council for Home
Safety, according the
companies” websites.

Spring 2017 « The Monroe News

|5



Around the Town

Monroe Leads the Way in Recycling

Monroe Receives
$136,000 for Recycling
Drop-Off Center

The State Department
of Environmental Pro-
tection awarded Monroe
Township an approxi-
mately $136,000 Munic-
ipal Recycling Tonnage

Grant in October.
Municipal recycling
coordinators say the

funds will be used to
make  improvements
and expand services at
Monroe’s Recycling

Center.

The Township is also
the recipient of the New
Jersey Clean Commun-
ities Grant, funds that
stem from a state litter
tax. The approximately
$105,000 grant, awarded
by the DEP in May, must
be used toward litter

abatement and education.

RESIDENT SERVICES

Monroe’s Recycling
Drop-Off Center: 76
Gravel Hill-Spotswood
Road/Open Monday
through Friday 7 a.m. to
3 p.m. and Saturday
8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Monroe Department
of  Public Works’
Number: 732-656-4575

MCIA Recycling
Hotline: 1-800-488-6242

Paint Recycling
Monroe’s Recycling
accepts paint

every third Saturday
from 8 a.m. to 11:30 a.m.

Center

E-cycling

Monroe is one of the
few municipalities in
Middlesex County that
hosts an electronics recy-
cling program. As such,
electronic  recyclables
must be brought to the
recycling drop-off cen-
ter. CED covered elec-
tronic devices, like TVs,

monitors, computer pro-
cessing units and lap-
tops are banned from
regular trash pick up.

Curbside Recycling

(Wednesdays, Thurs-
days and  Fridays,
depending on zone)
Newspaper, mixed
paper, cardboard, glass
bottles, aluminum/
steel/tin cans, #1 PETE
and #2 HDPE plastic
containers, motor oil,
antifreeze, auto batter-
ies, scrap metal and bro-
ken outdated consumer
electronics, limited to
televisions, computers
and monitors.

Yard Waste

Brown bags can be
picked up at the
Recycling Drop-Off Center
during operating hours.

LEAVES: placed in
brown recycling bags

are collected curbside
April 4 - Dec. 9.

BRUSH: collected

curbside April 4 to Now.
4. Tree parts must be no
more than 5 inches in
diameter and must be
cut and tied into lengths
of 4 feet or less.

GRASS: MUST be
placed in brown recy-
cling bags , which are
collected from April 4 to
Nov. 4.

Bulk Waste

Items like appliances
and furniture, (barbeque-
type) propane tanks,
freezers and refrigera-
tors (doors must be
removed per state law),
may be brought to the
Department of Public
Works’ yard during nor-
mal operating hours.
These items cannot be
mixed with garbage and
can be no larger than a
large pickup truckload.
Lumber must be cut,
tied and nails removed.
Mattresses must be
wrapped in plastic bags
prior to collection. Bulk

pick-ups are scheduled
by appointment Wednes-
days and Thursdays and
not scheduled further
than the next collection
date. Items not accepted:
hazardous  materials,
chemicals, paint, paint-
related materials, drive-
way sealers, pesticides,
tires, utility poles, rail-
road ties, construction
materials, tree stumps,
sod, dirt, stones, food,
concrete, asphalt, bricks,
pallets, asbestos, card-
board or computers.

Tire Recycling

Residents may use
the East
Reclamation

Brunswick

Center,
357 Dunhams Corner
Road, Monday through
Saturday, 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.

Providing top quality general
medicine and surgery for dogs,
cats and exofic pets

* Individualized Preventative Health Care
= Digital x-rays with board certified
radiologist review available
= Laser Therapy for pain management
* Birds, rabbits, ferrets, pocket pets and reptiles
* Echocardiogram and abdorminal ultrasound
* General dentistry and dental x-rays
= Pharmacy and prescription diets
* Acute and chronic pain management
« Cat boarding in cozy condos
* Orthopedic surgery with mobile specialist available
* Online Pharmacy

Seeking Election Poll
Workers in Monroe

The Monroe Township Clerk’s Office is current-
ly taking application for volunteer poll workers in

AONRQE

ANIMAL HOSPITAL

“Your Local Animal Care Center”

the upcoming primary election on June 6 and the
General Elections on Nov. 7. Applicants must be:

-At least 16 years old

-Live in Middlesex County

Applications are available on the Monroe
Township’s website, www.monroetwp.com, or by
contacting a clerk’s office staff member at
732-656-4573 or in-person at | Municipal Plaza,
Room 108.

179 Prospeci Plcnns Rd. Monroe Townshlp 609- 655 1717
www.monroevet.net  Like Us o
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Around the Town

Townshipwide Effort Teaches Teens

Consequences of Drunk Driving

Mayor’s Youth Advisory Committee Advances
Successful Mock Crash

More than a thou-
sand juniors and seniors
gathered at the Monroe
Township High School’s
football field April 24 to
learn “The Sobering
Truth,” this year’s theme
for the Mayor Youth
Advisory Committee’s
mock crash, a drinking-
and-driving deterrent
geared toward local
youth.

The scene on the
field, a fictitious narra-
local
emergency service
workers, includes stu-
dent actors and an
extensive amount of
planning, depicting an
after-prom  drinking-
and-driving crash.

tive involving

“This isn’t an experi-

ence that these high
schoolers will forget any-
time soon,” said Monroe
Mayor  Gerald —W.
Tamburro. “I think that
it'’s very safe to assume
that our Youth Advisory
Council’s efforts likely
saved lives. I want to
personally thank Council
President Steve Dalina
for his leadership with
the Committee.”

Presenting a real-life
scenario, wreckage was
brought in. It included a
hearse, a police car to
haul away the alleged
drunk driver and even a
medical evacuation heli-
copter to transport the
wounded.

“The common mis-
nomer is that, ‘It's never

Free Senior Lunch and Learn:

AARP Benefits
Monday, June 5

from Il a.m.to 12:30 p.m.

Monroe Township Recreation
Center, |20 Monmouth Road

Preregistration required by

June | with Jay Brown at
732-723-5000

going to happen to me,””
said Councilman Steve
Dalina, liaison to YAC.
“I hope this resonated
with our students. There
are very real conse-
quences to getting behind
the wheel intoxicated.”

To drive home the
lesson, a mock trial fol-
lowed the outdoor
scene, where the actor
was found guilty, sen-
tenced to 10 years in
prison and led away in
handcuffs.

“The feedback I
received was very sober-
ing,” said Monroe
School Superintendent
Dr. Michael Kozak. “It’s
frightening how often
you hear stories just like
this, where a young life

This event was
made possible
by the Mayor's
Youth Advisory
Committee,
Monroe Police
Department,

firefighters and EMS vvorl<ers Nj State Police, Judge George
Boyd, Michael Rowe, Esq., Patrick Bradshaw, Esq., Boyce's
Towing, and DeMarco Funeral Home.

Photos courtesy of the Monroe Township School District

was lost because of just
one wrong decision.
Our hope is that the
experience gave some of
our students pause and
they’ll reflect back on
the mock crash when
they are faced with simi-
lar choices.”

Township  officials
hope that future collabo-

rative efforts will prove

just as successful.

“I just want to thank
all of our emergency
personnel — the police,
the fire department, our
EMS the
State Police for all their

cooperation,”

and even

Mayor

Tamburro said.

011 July dth
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Council News

Open Space Updates

In partnership with Middlesex County, Monroe
has again added to its open space inventory,
preserving upwards of 100 acres since the start
of 2017.

In January, the Township closed on Story Farm,
a l06-acre parcel located off Hoffman and
Federal Roads. The property reportedly has
historical significance, boasting ties to the
Revolutionary War era, and specifically, the Battle

of Monmouth.

More recently, local officials successfully
preserved a 26.l-acre tract on Gravel Hill-
Spotswood Road, edging the Township well over
the 7,500-acre mark for open space and farmland
preservation.

In securing these most recent purchases,
Monroe has further protected its semi-rural
landscape, prevented potential development and
come one step closer to reaching its goal of
preserving 50 percent of the Township.

EXPECT MORE

Expertise. Reliability. Action.

EXPECT MORE from the
#1 Broker servicing
Monroe Township for
over 30 years!

o~

ERA

I
REAL ESTATE

CENTRAL
LEVINSON

349 APPLEGARTH ROAD - MONROE TWP, NJ 08831

609.655.5535 HomesOfNJ.com

= Each ERA® Office is Independently Owned and Operated

Introducing Councilwoman
Miriam Cohen

Introductions may be
in order for Monroe’s
newest Township
Council member,
Miriam Cohen, who was
appointed to an open
At-Large seat in March
2017.

Cohen is best known
as a respected nurse and
as a devoted wife, moth-
er and grandmother.

Being an esteemed
professional in  the
healthcare field, Cohen’s
insights are expected to
be highly effective in
improving services for
residents — from the
senior centers’ operation
and the social services
programming to disas-
ter management plan-
ning.

“To be selected to
serve my community
is such an honor”
Cohen said. “We are a
community that strives
for excellence in our
programming and our
services.”

Cohen earned her
bachelor’s degree in
nursing from Adelphi
University and went on
to complete a master’s
degree in community
health nursing from
Rutgers University.

She retired in 2006,
but is currently a regis-
tered nurse and an
adjunct professor at The
College of New Jersey.

As the current presi-
dent of the Whittingham
Homeowner’s  Assoc-
iation and with her
active role in the larger
community, she is a
familiar face to some.

The Councilwoman,
an individual renowned
for both her balanced
nature and intelligence,
is also the former head
of the East Brunswick
League of Women
Voters, a nearby chapter
of a national bipartisan
group.

Cohen has a broad
and remarkable list
of titles, to include
senior consultant for
MIIX Healthcare Group,
director of referrals at
the Essex Valley Visiting
Nurses Association,
public health nursing
supervisor at  the
Middlesex County
Public Health Depart-
ment and most recently,
disaster
planning for the New
Jersey Primary Care
Association.

She’s

director of

also served

Council Member
Miriam Cohen

on Monroe’s Affordable
Housing Board for the
past five years.

“It is very likely you
will have a chance at
one of the Township’s
many upcoming events
to meet Ms. Cohen, who
has long been a staple
at our community func-
tions,” said Mayor
Gerald W. Tamburro.
“If you have the oppor-
tunity to strike up a
conversation, I am cer-
tain you will quickly
discover a sharp and
engaging personality, as
well as a civic-minded
resident, much as 1
have. We count our-
selves fortunate to have
her onboard here in

Monroe.”

“The Township of Monroe.”
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Around the Town

- Opening at 6 Avenue K-

= @?""‘”'
Frlday, May 26 from IO a.m. to 8 p m.

MAD SCIENCE CAMP For Kids

AGES: Boys & Girls 6-12 yrs « WHERE: Monroe Community Center ol ! PR
MAD MACHINES JR. ENGINEERS Monroe Mayor Tamburro and Middlesex County

Session A or B: July 31-August 4, Mon-Fri 9AM - NOON or freenolder Leslie Koppel along with family of the
Session C or D: July 31-August 4, Mon-Fri |PM - 4PM Tovvn?hlps late Public Information Officer, Joseph “Joe
, Harvie, gathered at Half Acre Road March 25 to
EUREKA FLIGHT TO THE FUTURE A dedicate a five-mile bicycle route to the avid cyclist
Session E or F: August 7-11, Mon-Fri 9AM - NOON 7' and fundraiser. In all, 31 inscribed markers will run the
Session G or H: August /-1 1, Mon-Fri [PM - 4PM  <8&5E8 length of the route, which begins at the intersection of

Forsgate Drive and Half Acre Road and ends on Half

FEE: $134 per session Mon-Fri (applies to all sessions)
Acre and Applegarth roads.

CORDIALLY INVITES YOU

T = TO ATTEND A FREE
S e o SEMINAR TO LEARN ABOUT

SHA H WILLS AND

LIVING TRUSTS
& ASSC ociates,

4 }r):u Family » Your Business = Your Legacy LEARN THE STEPS TO PROTECTING YOUR ASSETS.
. : WHILE PROVIDING FOR YOUR LOVED ONES
241 Forsgate Drive, Suite 204

Monroe/Jamesburg

AT THIS WORKSHOP, WE WILL DISCUSS:

e THE ADVANTAGES AND DISADVANTAGES OF WILLS VS. TRUSTS .
e HOW TO PROTECT YOUR ASSETS FROM CREDITORS, LAWSUITS, DIVORCE ETC Neel Shah
e HOW TO BENEFIT FROM YOUR ESTATE PLAN IF YOU BECOME INCAPACITATED
e THE RIGHT WAY AND THE WRONG WAY TO LEAVE PROPERTY TO YOUR CHILDREN
WHAT WOULD HAPPEN TO YOUR MINOR CHILDREN IN THE EVENT OF AN UNEXPECTED TRAGEDY
AND MUCH MORE

Refreshments will be served, and seating is limited.

Register by calling (732) 521-9455, emailing seminars@lawesq.net or visiting www.lawesq.net/seminars.
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Pediatric Denhstry

Oﬂl‘Qg

Lisa Sobel, DMD

Pediatric Dentistry Specialist
NJ Specialty Permit #5469
Diplomate of the American Board of Pediatric Dentistry

Excellence and experience in a fun, loving
and caring environment created specifically
for infants through adolescents!

» Parents welcome in treatment rooms

- Convenient evening and Saturday
appointments available

* Emergency services available to our patients
* TV's in freatment rooms

CALL TODAY
18 Centre Drive, Suite 204, Monroe Township, NJ 08831

(609) 409-0499 o

www.facebook.com/MonroePediatricDentistry
www.MonroePediatricDentistry.com

¢ COMMERCIAL
¢ RESIDENTIAL
¢ LAND
¢ NEw HomES
e ADULT
COMMUNITIES
Serving:
Monmouth, Middlesex,
Burlington, Ocean
& Mercer counties

John Profaci
Broker / President

Monroe Office Plaza
391 Spotswood-Englishtown Road
Monroe Town, NJ 00831
Office: 732-251-8900 ¢ Fax: 732-251-8901
email: midstaterealtynj@verizon.net
Visit us on the web at
www.midstate-realty.com

MID STATE REALTY

MARKET ANALYSIS

Call today for your...

COMPLIMENTARY

If your property is currently listed with another
broker, please disregard this offer.

391 Spotswood Englishtown Rd.
Monroe Twp., New Jersey 08831

When it’s time to Buy or Sell...

Rely on an Experienced Professional

to give you the true facts about this
changing Real Estate Market

¢32:251-8900

Follow the signs...

Centuyy

ABouT TowN REALTY
www.AboutTownNJ.com

| (P22 A beautiful smile at

Orthodontics for Children, Adolescents and Adults
State-of- the-art orthodontic practice offering:

> Complimentary consultations
> Digital Xrays and iTero Scanner

> Highly trained orthodontic team
> Evening and weekend appointments

Financing available, Care Credit accepted

> Modern sterilization procedures, equipment, and materials

We participate in most major PPO dental plans

(609) 409-1700 - www.MonroeOrthoLLC.com * www.facebook.com/MonroeOrtho

2 Centre Drive, Suite 300, Monroe Township, NJ 08831

Hundreds of children joined in for the Egg Hunt hijinks, a fiercely competitive
spoon race, as well as the coveted bonnet parade and contest.

Susan Leiva, DMD
Orthodontist
N]J Specialty Permit #3852




